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DRUGS HAUL 

WAS WORTH 

£33 MILLION 


THE biggest seizure of heroin 
ever made by UK police took 
place at a Maidstone service sta¬ 
tion, a court has heard. 

Officers swooped on four drug dealers as 
they transferred £33 million of the class A 
drug from one car to another at the junction 
eight services in April 2008. 

Three London men were jailed for their 
roles in the botched deal at Kingston Crown 
Court on Monday. They received sentences 
between 15-and-a-half and 23 years in prison. 

Dutch national Patrick Kuster, who smug¬ 
gled the drugs into the UK through the 
Eurotunnel, was sentenced to 26 years at an 
JAILED: Abdul Shammin earlier hearing. 



■ BY ANNA WHITE 


Met Police chiefs said they were delighted 
to have taken 330kg of heroin off the streets. 

Detective Inspector Marion Ryan said: 
“This result is testimony to how the Met has 
prevented the serious consequences this 
conspiracy could have had on people's lives. 

“This gang had a flagrant disregard for 
law, blatantly transporting these dangerous 
drugs in the back of their cars. 

“The Met will not tolerate the use and sup¬ 
ply of class A drugs and we continue to tack¬ 
le any organised criminal networks involved 
in this highly illegal activity.” 

• For more turn to page three. 
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STRICTLY STAR 
SETS CHALLENGE 


Strictly Come Dancing judge Alesha Dixon is challenging residents to 
start the New Year fit and healthy. 

The pop star has teamed up with LA Fitness to promote its six-month 
free membership offer at its clubs across Kent. 

The former Strictly champion said: "As a nation we're not looking after 
our health as we should be, and with a little help from me LA Fitness is 
aiming to get people back in the gym." 

The singer's involvement is the start of a new image overhaul for the 
fitness company before it refurbishes all clubs by 2012. 

LA Fitness has a gym in Maidstone town centre. For more information 
visit www.lafitness.co.uk. 
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Online anger 
at lack of grit 
on pavements 


■ BY ANNA WHITE 


RESIDENTS have slammed 
council bosses for putting 
their safety at risk by failing 
to grit the town’s pavements. 

More than 1,350 members have 
joined an online campaign group 
which urges Kent County Council to 
make the roads and pavements safe 
for both pedestrians and motorists 
during the heavy snowfall. 

The Facebook group was launched 
after many pathways in Maidstone 
were left untreated throughout the 
cold snap, which as a result turned 
the pavements into sheets of ice. 

The group attracted more than 
1,000 members within the first two 
days of its launch and is now full of 
comments from angry residents about 
the state of Maidstone’s pathways. 

Supplies 

One member wrote: “I saw lots of 
people walking in the road alongside 
busy traffic during the last lot of 
snow. They had decided it was safer 
to risk being stuck by a car than 
walk on the treacherous pavements.” 

Another wrote: “With so many 
elderly, and not so elderly, that are a 
bit unsteady on their feet, they need 
the security of a gritted pavement 
to go out, families with disabled 
children still have to go out and carry 
all the equipment to cars and 
carry extra heavy children who can’t 
walk, so a bit of extra grit would go a 
long way.” 

Despite road salt supplies running 
low nationwide, KCC’s cabinet mem¬ 
ber for environment, Nick Chard, 
said there is enough grit to last 
another fortnight, but KCC’s main 
priority is the major roads. 

Councillor Chard said: “We are 
mindful of how difficult it has been 
in the towns. We will continue to salt 
pavements where we are able to, but 



SLIPPERY SLOPE: More than 1,000 people 
joined Facebook campaign over gritting issue 

KCC’s priority has to be to keep the 
major routes safe and reduce road 
fatalities.” 

Even though KCC has a supply of 
grit left, Cllr Chard expressed con¬ 
cern that any additional salt it has 
ordered will be redirected by central 
government to other parts of the UK 
with shorter supplies. 

Maidstone’s Green party parlia¬ 
mentary candidate, Stuart Jeffery, 
who created the Facebook group, said: 
“Kent County Council is failing to pro¬ 
tect vulnerable people by refusing to 
grit pavements as well as roads. 

“Thousands of people were strand¬ 
ed at home, unable to get to the 
shops before Christmas, others suf¬ 
fered avoidable injuries when they 
tried to get out. This is unacceptable. 

“Staff who are out gritting roads 
are working hard and we thank 
them, but KCC needs to ensure more 
money, staff and grit are available to 
clear pavements as well.” 
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|NEW$ IN BRIEF 

Motorists hit by fines 
after abandoning cars 

MOTORISTS who abandoned their 
cars after becoming stuck in a snow 
storm have been left hundreds of 
pounds out of pocket after police 
chiefs ordered tow trucks to impound 
their vehicles. 

Dozens of drivers decided to leave 
their cars behind last week when a 
prolonged downpour brought Blue 
Bell Hill to a complete standstill. 

Some said they opted to walk after 
Wednesday’s late-aftemoon blizzard 
rendered driving conditions treacher¬ 
ous. Others said they ran out of petrol 
during the five-hour delay. 

Regardless of their reasons, Kent 
Police hired a recovery company to 
remove 18 cars from the road. 

The vehicles were all towed to a 
holding pound on the Isle of Sheppey. 

The release fee is set at £150 with an 
additional charge of £20 slapped on 
top for every extra day the car is held. 

More than 1,200 furious motorists - 
many of whom were caught up in the 
rush-hour hold-up between Medway 
and Maidstone - have joined an 
online campaign to have the tow 
charges refunded. 

Necessary 

Driver Marion Simmonds, from 
Ditton, said: “I can’t believe the police 
ordered a company to do this. 

“The roads were so icy that I had no 
choice but to abandon the car. 

“I find it extortionate that they are 
charging me £150 just to get it back.” 

Jayne Odwyer added: “It’s disgust¬ 
ing. If the roads were gritted in the 
first place, cars might not have to 
have been abandoned. 

“Typical, make money out of peo¬ 
ple’s misery.” 

A Kent police spokesman said: 
“People take the risk of having their 
vehicles towed when they make the 
decision to abandon them. 

“In this circumstance it was 
absolutely necessary to move the cars 
because the road needed to be cleared. 

“We do understand that sometimes 
people have no choice but to abandon 
their cars, but we want to keep the 
road network open. 

“We use a number of towing compa¬ 
nies and do not make any money from 
them. We can’t comment on charges 
and costs give to car users.” 

• Email yourmaidstone@kosmedia.co.uk 



For information and advice on travelling in Kent and for 
all our traffic regulation orders, please see the Kent on 
Saturday or the Kent on Sunday or visit our website at 

www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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'My life is over' said 
dealer during arrest 



BEHIND BARS: (Left to right) Kuster, Khan and Chana were caught transferring the heroin with a street value of £33m 


Service station raid 
netted record haul 

■ BY ANNA WHITE 


THREE men have been jailed for 
their part in a £33 million drug deal 
which was foiled by police at a 
Maidstone service station. 

Harminder Chana, 32, Abdul Shammin, 30, 
and Atif Khan, 34, were arrested at the M20 junc¬ 
tion eight services with 330kg of heroin - enough 
to supply more than 8,000 addicts for a year. 

The seizure is the biggest known to any UK 
police force. 

The London trio were captured by police in 
April 2008. 

Officers found the heroin wrapped in half-kilo 
and one-kilo blocks in the cardboard boxes. 

It is believed the load was destined to be split 
between a number of drug dealers. 

The men were sentenced for their roles in the 
botched deal at Kingston Crown Court on 
Monday. 

The court heard how Kuster had smuggled 
the drugs from Holland through the 
Eurotunnel, in the boot of his mother’s BMW. 

The Dutch national then drove to the service 
station to make a drop-off, on behalf of various 
syndicates. 

Police were led to the motorway site by infor¬ 


mation on Chana, who was seen driving a Seat 
Leon into the services to meet Kuster and 
transfer boxes to his car. 

They were both arrested on the spot. 

At the time of arrest, Chana claimed he had 
only taken part because he was out of work and 
needed the money. 

Safe house 

The gang member said: “Look officer I’m 
going to be honest with you, I’ve never done 
anything like this before, but I’m trying to get 
back into work and I was getting paid to do it. 

On caution, Kuster said: “My life is over”. 

During a search of the two cars, officers dis¬ 
covered three boxes transferred to the Seat 


Leon, contained 50 kilos of heroin, worth an 
estimated street value of £5 million. 

The remaining ten boxes in Kuster’s BMW 
contained more than 300 kilos of the drug, 
worth around £25m. 

Officers arrested Khan later that day, outside 
his home in Brixham Gardens, Ilford, east 
London, and found keys to a ‘safe house’ in 
Beckton. 

A search of the house uncovered 20 kilos of 
Mannitol, commonly used to bulk-up cocaine, 
and various equipment used to handle drugs. 

The evidence linked Khan’s business partner, 
Shammin - also known as Abdul Rob - to the 
crime and he was later accused of arranging 
and financing three boxes of the heroin. 


Unruly shoppers 
leave owner with 
damage to stock 

■ BY ANNA WHITE 


A SKI shop owner was forced to close 
when his customers became frantic and 
trashed the store. 

Tim Baldock, owner of Moor and 
Mountain, in West Mailing, had been 
doing his best to help his customers cope 
in the recent severe weather, but shut 
his doors when things got out of hand. 

On Saturday, the store became 
extremely busy and stock was being 
damaged by shoppers panicking to buy 
weather-proof items. 

Mr Baldock, whose family has owned 
the shop for many generations, said: “It 
just got to a point when I had to shout 
‘everybody out’ and I am thankful to 
those who listened and did leave. 

“We have been opening at 4.30am 
recently to serve lorry drivers travelling 
through and have been very busy, but I 
have never seen anything like what I 
saw on Saturday, it was just chaos. 

“There were shoes everywhere that 
people had just dropped on the floor and 
our stock was getting damaged. 

“I think the less said about it the bet¬ 
ter as I’m sure some of the people who 
behaved badly will be very embarrassed, 
but I would like to thank those who 
helped control the situation.” 

Moor and Mountain’s sister shop - 
Baldocks - is also in West Mailing’s vil¬ 
lage centre and has been established 
there since 1978. 

Residents across the country are also 
panic buying food shopping to avoid 
being stuck in the heavy snowfall, which 
has forced many supermarket chains to 
limit the amount of milk and bread each 
customer buys. 

• Email yourmaidstone@kosmedia.co.uk 


Forum gives 
farmers say 
on the future 

FARMERS will have the opportu¬ 
nity to share their views on the 
future of the countryside to a pow¬ 
erful line-up of decision makers. 

Confirmed to attend the Rural 
Business Forum is shadow minis¬ 
ter for agriculture, fisheries and 
wildlife, Richard Benyon MP, Kent 
County Council leader Paul Carter 
and Hadlow College’s director of 
finance and resources Mark 
Lumsden-Taylor. 

The event, organised by the 
Conservative parliamentary candi¬ 
date for Maidstone and Weald, 
Helen Grant, is being held at 
11.30am on Januaiy 26, at the 
Weald of Kent Golf Hotel, Headcom. 

Mrs Grant said: “The agricultur¬ 
al economy and our farming com¬ 
munities are a vital and natural 
part of this county and for some 
time I have wanted to bring some¬ 
thing tangible and political to 
engage the rural business sector. 

“I am therefore delighted we 
have such excellent speakers to 
head up this event. From personal 
experience I am sure our farmers 
and agricultural business people 
will not hold back in the ensuing 
question and answer session.” 

To book tickets, email helen- 
grant@helengrant. org. 


Firefighters praised 
for saving stranded 
passengers on train 


SEVENTEEN rail passengers had 
to be rescued by firefighters after 
their train lost power during last 
week’s heavy snowfall. 

Retained firefighters were called to 
the stranded train near to Paddock 
Wood station, in Beltring Road, just 
after 8.30pm on Wednesday. 

Among the trapped passengers 
was a 35-year-old diabetic man who 
was suffering from a hypoglycaemic 
attack. 

The crews, from Marden and 
Paddock Wood, liaised with Network 
Rail operators in an attempt to move 
the train to a safer position and, 
after ensuring that power to the 
tracks had been isolated, began safe¬ 
ly evacuating the train. 

The diabetic man was carried to 
safety by the firefighters and treated 
for his attack. All passengers and 
staff were rescued by 10pm. 

The firefighters, who also respond 
to medical emergencies under the co¬ 
responding scheme with South East 
Coast Ambulance Trust, have been 
praised for their work at the incident. 


Director of operations Steve 
Demetriou said: “Firefighters and con¬ 
trol room staff don’t do their job for 
praise or recognition, but when they 
carry out actions that are considered 
above and beyond it is important to 
congratulate them on a job well done. 

“I am very proud of the fire crews 
work, their excellent response and 
quick decision making ensured a 
swift and safe rescue of the trapped 
passengers and staff. Without their 
actions the outcome could have been 
far more serious,” he added. 

“While attending fires and road 
traffic collisions is part of our statu¬ 
tory duties, we do so much more to 
provide a safety net when things go 
wrong, including rescues from the 
snow, rescues from height, flooding 
and a wide range of other specialist 
rescue responses. 

“However, we don’t often rescue 
passengers, especially ones with a 
serious medical condition, who are 
trapped on a train in the middle of a 
severe snow storm, as was the case 
here.” 
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Up in arms over coats 

Outrage after clothing is confiscated by head in icy conditions 



ANGER: Elizabeth Lynch, Harrison Berry-Lynch, Charlotte Ankers and Adele Ankers hold the school uniform coats 


yourmaidstone 


^NEWSIN BRIEF 

Teens are charged with 
numerous burglaries 

TWO teenagers are due to appear in court 
charged with a number of burglaries. 

Ashley Judge, of Hendley Drive, 
Cranbrook, and a Tonbridge 15-year-old, who 
cannot be named for legal reasons, were 
arrested in connection with burglaries in 
Maidstone, Marden and west Kent. 

Nineteen-year-old Judge has also asked for 
seven other burglaries to be taken into con¬ 
sideration. They have been bailed to appear 
at Maidstone Magistrates on January 25. 

Charity could give you a 
holiday or cash prize. 

RESIDENTS could be in with a chance of 
winning a free holiday or £1,000 cash if 
they enter a charity prize draw. 

To enter the draw, hopefuls need to visit 
Age Concern in Mill Street, before March 
31, where staff will be on hand to offer use¬ 
ful information on the charity’s Travel 
Insurance and other products. 

The winning ticket will be picked on April 
15 and the lucky entrant will win an Age 
Concern prize. 

Reverend Genders voted 
school admissions leader 

THE COUNTY’S school admissions forum 
has appointed the director of education for 
the Diocese of Canterbury as its new chair¬ 
man. 

Following a vote, Reverend Nigel Genders 
was chosen as the new leader of the Kent 
Schools Admissions Forum. The forum is an 
independent statutoiy body, which advises 
Kent County Council on the fairness, legality 
and effectiveness of admissions arrange¬ 
ments for about 600 schools. 

Maidstone Housing Trust 
brings home top award 

SOCIAL housing tenants can be sure they 
are receiving the best customer service now 
Maidstone’s team was awarded top marks. 

Maidstone Housing Trust has been 
awarded the prestigious Customer Service 
Excellence Award after workers impressed 
assessors with their response and commit¬ 
ment to customer needs. 

Chief executive Peter Stringer said: “We 
aim to put the customer first, and the 
award is recognition of this commitment.” 


■ BY ANNA WHITE 


PUPILS had their coats confiscated 
despite the sub-zero temperatures 
after their headteacher imposed a 
non-uniform clampdown. 

The move saw dozens of students at 
Aylesford Sports College stripped of their 
coats, hats and scarves. 

The shocked youngsters were told by teachers 
their jackets would be confiscated until the end 
of the day, despite the below freezing tempera¬ 
tures, and would be sent home if they refused - 
which the school said it would class as truancy. 

Stunned 

Pupils and parents said they were stunned 
by the timing of the uniform clampdown. 

Adele Ankers, whose 16-year-old daughter 
Charlotte was one of the pupils to be sent 
home, said: “I agree the kids should wear 
school uniform, and mine always have, but 
what I don’t agree with is making them wear 
this coat in these weather conditions. 

“I am asking the school to use common sense 
by letting the kids wear their own warmer 
coats while it is snowing and below freezing 
temperatures, and wear the school uniform 
coat in warmer weather. 

“Charlotte is currently studying for her 
GCSEs and needs to be in school, but I don’t 
see why I should have to pay out for a new coat 
when she already has a plain, black, warm, 
suitable coat. It’s pathetic. 

“The school should be worrying about our 
children’s education not a coat.” 


Harrison Berry-Lynch, 16, who suffers from 
asthma, also had his coat confiscated by a 
teacher. 

The teenager’s mother Elizabeth Lynch said: 
“These teachers have a duty of care to our chil¬ 
dren and they are not doing this by taking 
their coats in freezing cold weather - it’s 
ridiculous. 

“The cold weather is not good for Harrison’s 
asthma, so who would be to blame if having 
his coat taken from him sparked an attack?” 

Pupils have also left comments on the 
Aylesford School, Wrong Coat - Go Home 
group on social networking site Facebook, say¬ 
ing the uniform coat is not “warm enough” and 
claim the school has now moved on to confis¬ 
cating hats and scarves. 


One student wrote: “It’s pathetic. They tried 
taking my coat off me but I said no because it’s 
cold, there’s snow on the floor and because 
they shouldn’t be allowed to.” 

Head teacher Doug Lawson defended his 
decision, saying: “There was a small minority 
of students who did not wear the correct coat. 
We have not excluded or sent any child home. 

“The uniform was decided upon after 
lengthy consultations with students and par¬ 
ents, the parents' views being of particular 
importance.” 

Mr Lawson also said a reminder letter was 
sent to parents to inform them their children 
would need to wear the new uniform coat, 
costing between £21 and £26, or a £12 fleece, 
both of which bear the school logo. 


Success is in the bag for purse theft scheme 



SCHEME: Pupils helped with purse 
theft campain in run up to Christmas 


A SCHEME to crackdown on 
purse thefts has proved a great 
success with crime figures plum¬ 
meting during the festive season. 

Between November 1 and 
December 31 purse thefts in the 
town centre dropped by more 
than three quarters compared to 
the number reported during the 
same period in 2008. 

A total of 16 thefts were record¬ 
ed during 2009 - 58 less than the 
74 incidents in 2008. 

Maidstone town centre manager 


Bill Moss said: ‘We were deter¬ 
mined to clamp down on purse 
theft after significant numbers of 
people fell prey to this in 2008. 

“In response the police and town 
centre management came togeth¬ 
er to create a campaign, to engage 
with shoppers and show people 
how they could protect themselves 
and their belongings. 

“The results have been over¬ 
whelming with a reduction of 
more than 78 per cent.” 

High-visibility signs, posters 


and leaflets were used in 
Maidstone to raise awareness of 
the issue, hundreds of purse clips 
were given out and a DVD high¬ 
lighting the benefits of the clips 
was played to elderly and vulner¬ 
able residents. 

Town Centre Management and 
police also worked in collaboration 
with Maplesden Noakes School 
and the Cornwallis Academy, 
Linton, to get the message to fam¬ 
ily members and friends of the 
students. 
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Youth starved of nature 


EXPERTS warn young people living in 
urban towns are in danger of missing out on 
the benefits of nature. 

The message comes from The Royal Society 
for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) after sur¬ 
vey results showed only a third of under 35s 
feel connected to the natural world, compared 
with more than half of those aged over 35. 

The RSPB’s research suggests the prob¬ 
lem, dubbed Nature Starvation, is greater in 
urban towns - such as Maidstone. 

Kate Humble, RSPB president, said: 
“These results are worrying. If a child hasn’t 
ever got their hands dirty sifting though soil 
for bugs, kicked up leaves or been wowed by 
a cute baby bird, how can we expect them to 
care about the natural world?” 

The charity is urging residents to sign its 
Letter to the Future - which hopes to encour¬ 
age government to invest in the environment. 

Visit www.rspb.org.uk/lettertothefuture. 


Saks salon to shut down 

A SALON has become the latest business to 
buckle under the pressure of the recession 
after announcing plans to close its doors. 

Saks Hair and Beauty, which is located in 
David Lloyds Fitness, within the 
Lockmeadow Complex, has told customers it 
will cease trading on Saturday, January 9, 
after struggling to recover from a hard year. 

In a letter to clients, the team said they had 
moved “heaven and earth to try to avoid this 
outcome” and are “very sad” to be closing. 

The Saks Kings Hill branch remains open. 

Green resolutions for 2010 

HOUSEHOLDS are urged to start the New 
Year with an eco-friendly resolution and help 
turn left over waste into clean electricity. 

A large majority of residents already recy¬ 
cle paper, glass and other items, but environ¬ 
ment chiefs now want to see families recycle 
their used cooking oil. 

Research shows that one litre of oil can be 
converted into a new green fuel and produce 
enough energy to make 240 cups of tea. 

To make the process easier for Maidstone 
residents, Kent County Council has installed 
cooking oil collection tanks at the Household 
Waste Recycling centre in Tovil. 


CAMPAIGNERS: Stuart Jeffery, Sarah Waters, Helen Grant, Peter Carroll and Rav Sereethun (Maternity) 

Protesters ask 
supporters to 
head to No 10 


CAMPAIGNERS fighting plans 
to downsize maternity services 
will present their petition to 
Number 10 next week. 

The campaign, led by the town’s four par¬ 
liamentary candidates, aims to overturn the 
decision to move Maidstone Hospital’s con¬ 
sultant led maternity ward to the new 
Pembury site when it opens in 2011. 

Following the decision from NHS bosses to 
refuse to change their plans the rival hope¬ 
fuls are now taking their fight to the Prime 
Minister’s Office on Monday, January 18, to 
hand over their petition of more than 20,000 
signatures. 

Petitions 

Even though only six people can go to the 
door of 10 Downing Street, the campaigners 
are urging their supporters to join them by 
standing at the end of the street to show 
unity and mass objection. 

The Liberal Democrat candidate for 
Maidstone and Weald, Peter Carroll, has 
experience in presenting petitions to Gordon 
Brown’s office due to his involvement in the 
highly successful Gurkha Justice campaign 
with actress Joanna Lumley. 

Mr Carroll said: “When we went to 
Number 10 with the Gurkhas there were 
thousands of us and it really is vital to show 
that support. 

“I would urge as many people as possible to 
join us but for them to let me know as I need 
to notify the police of how many are expected 
to come.” 

Mr Carroll’s Conservative rival Helen 


■ BY ANNA WHITE 


Grant and Green opponent Stuart Jeffery 
have both confirmed they will be two of the 
six campaigners to present the petition. 

Labour hopeful Rav Sereethun, Marden 
resident and fellow campaigner, Sarah 
Waters, and a representative of MASH 
(Maidstone Action for Services in Hospital) 
have been invited to fill the final three 
places. 

The decision to change Maidstone’s con¬ 
sultant led maternity unit to a midwifery 
birthing centre, suitable for low-risk labours, 
has caused outrage among the community 
and both borough and county councillors. 

More than 4,000 members have joined the 
Keep Full Maternity at Maidstone group on 
social networking site Facebook, and many 
have expressed their anger at the thought of 
women travelling 30 minutes if their labour 
became complicated. 

A mum-of-three wrote: “I was told that the 
natural delivery was all going smoothly how¬ 
ever as I got right to the end of the labour 
complications arose and things started to go 
wrong. 

“It became an emergency situation very 
quickly and no one could have foreseen that. 
Without the services at Maidstone the out¬ 
come could have been very different.” 

The campaign group will present their 
petitions to Number 10 Downing Street at 
11am. 

For more information or to confirm your 
attendance email Peter Carroll at pdcar- 
roll@cix.co.uk. 
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SPECIAL GUEST: Ann Widdecombe with chief executive Kate 
Bosley, right, and volunteers at the Heart of Kent Hospice 

MP visits hospice 
for the final time 

ANN Widdecombe paid what will be her last 
Christmas visit to a hospice as the town’s voice 
in Parliament. 

The Maidstone and Weald MP has visited the 
Heart of Kent Hospice, in Aylesford, every 
Christmas Eve for many years to meet the 
patients and their families. 

Ms Widdecombe will retire from her position 
at this year’s General Election, making her 
most recent festive meeting at the charity her 
last official visit. 

The Conservative MP said: “I am delighted to 
have had such a long association with The 
Heart of Kent Hospice and will miss my 
Christmas visits. 

“I am hoping to hear about any developments 
at the Hospice and hope it goes from strength 
to strength, as it has done over the years.” 

Chief executive at The Heart of Kent 
Hospice, Kate Bosley, said: “It was a pleasure to 
see Miss Widdecombe at the Hospice this 
Christmas, which has now become a tradition. 

‘We have very much appreciated her support 
over the years.” 
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yourlocal interview 



Qi 


Why did you want to get involved with The Caldecott 
Foundation? 

My involvement began five years ago, after 
a casual conversation with a friend who 
has been a long-serving Caldecott trustee. 
Caldecott had just built a new school on their 
Smeeth site and were looking for school gover¬ 
nors. I have always been interested in educa¬ 
tion, both personally and professionally - I 
was chairman for nearly seven years of the 
Alpha Plus education group in London - so I 
was delighted to help. 


How has it changed in recent years? 


Q 

A great deal. In the mid-90s, an appeal was 

launched for major projects, including 
building a new school and improving the hous¬ 
es. This raised £8 million. The Duke of 
Edinburgh visited us three years ago to mark 
its successful conclusion. But it’s not just about 
capital investment. We have also made great 
strides in developing our range of services and 
in enhancing the quality of integrated care we 
provide for some of Britain’s most neglected 
and vulnerable children, so as to help them 
rebuild their lives. 


Q You have extensive experience in business. How does 
this help in your work with the Caldecott Foundation? 

A Most of our income is from local authority 
social services departments, who place chil¬ 
dren in our care. They expect us to manage our 


affairs in a professional and businesslike way. 
We don’t receive government funding or 
grants, so we need to work hard to provide the 
best care, therapy, education and fostering 
service we can within the resources available. 
We have to be competitive to earn the opportu¬ 
nity to do that. What’s more, we need to set 
money aside to invest in facilities for the 
future, so we look after our money very care¬ 
fully, and are very appreciative of the dona¬ 
tions and legacies we receive from our sup¬ 
porters. These help pay for life-enriching 
extras for the children, such as holidays, out¬ 
ings and sports equipment. 

Q Are the services the Foundation offers under more pres¬ 
sure at the moment? What are the main problems? 

A With public finances under scrutiny, it is an 
economically difficult time for our local 
authority clients and we will need more than 
ever to demonstrate high quality and value for 
money. Running a care organisation like 
Caldecott is inevitably costly, not least because 
of our relatively high staff to child ratio. 

Q The Foundation is nearly 100 years old, how do you see 
its future? 

A We’re looking forward to our centenary in 
2011 but it is a sobering thought that child 
cruelty and neglect cases such as Baby P show 
there is as great a need as ever for the sort of 
care and protection we provide. Our role is to 
ensure that we continue to develop our servic¬ 


es to meet the needs of children and young 
people and to strive continuously to improve 
outcomes for those in our care. 

Q Why do you think it has managed to maintain this suc¬ 
cess over all those years? 

A Because we care, and because we’re always 
thinking about how we can best help the 
children who are placed with us. Our services 
are constantly evolving and we now provide a 
complete package, from initial assessment 
through to residential care in one of our seven 
houses, therapy, schooling, fostering and final¬ 
ly, supporting them into the outside world. 


Q 


How can people get involved to help the foundation? 


A There are lots of ways to help the Caldecott 
Foundation by giving a little time or 
money. There are volunteering opportunities 
and a regular programme of events. We enjoy 
working with companies, and there are plenty 
of ways to make donations. Visit our website at 
www.thecaldecottfoundation.co.uk and click 
on ‘How You Can Help’. 

Q Who inspired you when you were younger? How did 
they affect your life? 

A I was fortunate to work early on, in differ¬ 
ent enterprises for a succession of bosses 
whom I liked and admired and from whom I 
learned a great deal. The one common feature 
was that they were all extremely demanding! 



The new chair of trustees at The Caldecott Foundation at Smeeth near Ashford, which cares for up to 50 
children who have suffered cruelty and neglect, talks to Ed Hill about the future of the foundation 
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Devastated dad's TV plea 
to stop speeding drivers 



MESSAGE: Michael Bollom hopes his moving account of his son's death will make drivers think and (right) with James 
at a wedding before the tragedy which claimed his life. He has also had a book about his experiences published 


■ BY MARIJKE COX 


A GRIEVING father whose son 
was killed by a speeding driver has 
spoken of his heartache for a hard¬ 
hitting TV advert. 

Michael Bollom, from Bearsted near 
Maidstone, hopes the candid account of his 
son James’ death will bring home to viewers 
the harsh reality that speeding can kill. 

He said: “This isn’t just coming from an 
actor on TV - this is coming from a parent 
who lost his child.” 

In the advert, which will be shown on ITV 
Meridian, the 50-year-old recalls James’s 
death in December, 2005. 

The 16-year-old was killed a month short of 
his 17th birthday when the car he was 
travelling in lost control in the village of 
Wateringbury. 

He died instantly after taking the full force 
of the crash. 

The driver was prosecuted and jailed for 
dangerous driving. 

The life-changing consequences of the 
crash took a further tragic twist when 
James’s grief-stricken mother, Samantha, 
took her own life three months later. 

Mr Bollom believes by opening up 
about the tragedy on television, people will 
take notice and think twice about their speed 
while on the road. 

“I want to get the message across to some of 
these young drivers that speeding can have 
tragic consequences,” he said. 

“If I can prevent just one death, prevent one 
family from going through the pain we suf¬ 
fered, then it will be worthwhile. 

“By me doing it rather than an actor it 
makes it all the more real for people and 
therefore will have more of an impact.” 

Mr Bollom, who is director of a manufac¬ 
turing company in Sittingbourne, was 


approached by Kent Police to talk about his 
grief as part of a campaign to clamp down 
on speeding. 

The 30-second advert was filmed at 
Maidstone Studios by Southside Television 
and will be shown on ITV from this Friday to 
mid-February. 

“It was daunting doing the advert and 


brought up a lot of sad memories,” said Mr 
Bollom. But if helps prevent people speeding 
then it’s been worth it.” 

Assistant Chief Constable Gary Beautridge 
paid tribute to Mr Bollom for taking part in 
the campaign. 

“We are grateful to Michael for having the 
courage to do this and to help us get the 


message through that speed kills,” he said. 

Director of Southside Television, Martin 
Smith, also praised him. 

He said: “He was brave to do something 
like this as it obviously brought memories 
flooding back, but he is determined James 
should not have died in vain.” 

As part of his own personal plight, Mr 
Bollom has also written a book entitled 
Losing James: A Father Cries Too. 

It gives a poignant account of his grief and 
how he dealt with the tragedy that tore his 
world apart. He hopes it will help other fam¬ 
ilies cope with bereavement. 

He said: “It’s going very well - Waterstone’s 
has taken it on in two of their branches in 
Maidstone. I’ve had emails from people say¬ 
ing it has helped them with their own grief.” 

Money from sales is donated to Holding On, 
Letting Go, which is part of Demelza House, 
a children’s hospice based near 
Sittingbourne. 

The charity aims to help families cope with 
bereavement. 

Mr Bollom said: 'We have already raised 
£2,000. Some of the people who have read my 
book have also given extra donations to the 
charity.” 

• To buy Losing James: A Father Cries Too, 
email mike@boundbiographies.com or go to 
Waterstone’s in Maidstone. 


'Designer dogs' dumped by cash-strapped owners 



GIVE A DOG A HOME: (l-r) Puggle Ruby, boxador Benson and sprollie Charlie are being cared for by the Dogs Trust Canterbury 


A RISE in demand for so-called 
‘designer breeds’ has sparked 
fears even more dogs will be 
dumped in the coming weeks and 
months. 

The Dogs Trust says cross-breeds 
like the labradoodle face an 
increased risk of being abandoned 
due to their newfound popularity 
as short-term fashion accessories 
rather than lifetime companions. 

Staff at the charity’s rehoming 
centre in Canterbury are currently 
caring for three such animals and 
are concerned they may receive 
more in the weeks and months to 
come. 

Manager Lizzie Reffell said: 
“We’re seeing more designer breeds 
coming through the kennel system 
and it’s quite unusual. 

“These dogs are new on the scene 


and are quite expensive, which 
may be why they are becoming 
increasingly popular as fashion 
accessories. 

“But still people do not seem able 
to cope with them or keep them 
long-term. Many don’t seem to 
understand the dogs they buy will 
need to be looked after for the next 
ten years. 

“We took in quite a few labradoo- 
dles last year but the problem has 
become more apparent now we 
have three cross-breeds at once. 
Fortunately because they are so 
popular they tend to be rehomed 
fairly quickly.” 

Three dogs currently being cared 
for by Dogs Trust Canterbury are 
Ruby the puggle (pug-beagle), 
Benson the boxador (boxer- 
labrador) and Charlie the sprollie 


(springer spaniel-collie). 

Last year the BBC sparked a con¬ 
troversy when it dropped the annu¬ 
al Crufts dog show from its televi¬ 
sion schedule, citing concerns 
about the welfare of some of the 
pedigree canines on show. 


However, Ms Reffell said there 
was no evidence to suggest cross¬ 
breeding caused any of the genetic 
defects uncovered by the broad¬ 
caster. 

She added: “The dogs we’ve come 
across haven’t had anything wrong 


with them but as time goes on we 
will find out more and more about 
the effects of cross-breeding.” 

• Anyone interested in pro¬ 
viding a home for one of the 
Dogs Trust’s animals can call 
01227 792505. 



v. 


For information and advice on travelling in Kent 
and for all our traffic regulation orders, please see 
the Kent on Saturday or the Kent on Sunday or 
visit our website at www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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yourmaidstoneschools 



BREAK TIME 

New deputy's claim 
to cricketing fame 

A FORMER cricket coach who trained 
England batsman Alastair Cook has 
been appointed deputy head of a well- 
renowned private school. 

Jeremy Farrell accepted the position at 
Sutton Valence School, near Maidstone, 
after leaving his role as housemaster at 
a boys’ schools in Bedford. 

The 42-year-old deputy head taught 
history at his previous school, and ran 
the sixth-form lecture programme. 

He was also in charge of rugby and 
cricket, which led him to coach Cook. 

Mr Farrell is joined at his new home in 
Sutton Valence by wife Jane and their 
three daughters Charlotte, Olivia and 
Rachel. 

Girls join MP Ann 
for tea in Commons 

TWO girls who won the opportunity to 
shadow a Conservative parliamentary 
candidate will also be given the chance 
to experience life at Westminster. 

Blaise Matthews, from Maidstone 
Grammar School, and Sophie Jones, of 
Cranbrook School, were picked by Helen 
Grant to follow her in the run-up to the 
next General Election. 

As part of their prize they will also 
visit Maidstone and Weald MP Ann 
Widdecombe at the House of Commons. 

Ms Grant said: “Ann Widdecombe has 
invited me and my two young shadows 
to the Palace of Westminster, Prime 
Minister’s Questions, and tea with Ann 
in the House of Commons afterwards.” 


Pupils mate history with 
time capsule on school site 


I BY ANNA WHITE 


FUTURE generations may one 
day read the news published years 
before their time in a copy of 
Yourmaidstone or Kent on Sunday 
currently buried beneath a school. 

The two newspapers from the KOS Media 
group were among the items placed in a time 
capsule beneath the New Learning Learning 
Academy site, in Loose, Maidstone. 

The capsule was buried under what will 
eventually be a state-of-the-art academy. 

It is hoped that one day the box will be dis¬ 
covered by future students or the public and 
will give an insight into life at the academy 
and within the community during the years 
leading up to 2009. 

In the sturdy box is a laptop, a film made by 
the students, stationery, a school uniform, pho¬ 
tos, timetables, a prospectus and poems writ¬ 
ten by pupils. 

The contractor for the £62million build, 
Carillion, also contributed to the collection 
with a hard hat, hi-visibility vest and the com¬ 
pany newsletter. 

To incorporate the academy’s history, a crest 
that once belonged to the Oldborough Manor 
School, which was replaced by NLL in 2007, 
was also buried in the box. 

Headteacher Guy Hewett, who covered the 
capsule with the first mound of soil, said: “It is 
exciting to think that one day a student might 
find this capsule and discover the great legacy 
of this school. 

“The new building is going to be fantastic for 




v 


( 


LEGACY: Students prepare the time capsule with head teacher Guy Hewett and representatives of Carillion 


the students and they really deserve it. When 
they go home for summer next year they will 
return in September to a whole new academy. 

“It’s all about giving the children the best 
education and allowing that to continue for 
years to come.” 

Head girl Hazel Dolbear said: “I think it’s 
really great to think that one day someone 
might find what we have buried. 

“It’s weird to think that they might have dif¬ 


ferent technology instead of the laptop we 
have put in and just live in a completely differ¬ 
ent world to what we do now.” 

The designs include a new sports hall, with 
six courts, a vocational centre, outdoor playing 
pitches, 153 car-parking spaces, 160 bicycle 
spaces and six multi-use games areas. The 
new build will accommodate 1,100 students. 

The time capsule was buried on Thursday, 
December 17. 


SEND your schools news and pictures to y(Mimiaidstone^l<ositie<ia.co.ul{. You can also upload your video clips of schools events on to www.yourl<eitttv.co.uk 
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Ben Inter a shot 
at big time with 
the 'Special One' 


FOOTBALL fanatic Ben Green- 
halgh could swap Orpington for 
Italy after reaching the finals of a 
television competition to find the 
sport’s next star. 

The 17-year-old Darrick Wood School pupil 
is one of 10 youngsters battling it out for a 
contract with Serie A champions Inter Milan 
- currently managed by former Chelsea 
coach Jose Mourinho. 

Ben’s attempts to impress the self-pro- 
claimed ‘Special One’ form part of the new 
Skyl show Football’s Next Star, which kicked 
off last Sunday. 

Throughout the course of the seven-part 
series the youngsters will work with the likes 
of Mourinho and former England star Jamie 
Redknapp to hone their skills and hopefully 
win a contract at the San Siro. 

Contract 

Filming for the show - which also saw Ben 
rub shoulders with Real Madrid megastar 
Cristiano Ronaldo - was completed last 
October, but Ben was keeping tight-lipped 
about how the competition ended. 

He said: “I’m not allowed to give anything 
away, but it would certainly be life-changing 
to win the chance to play for Inter. 

“As soon as I found out I would be going to 
Italy for a month I knew I had to take it seri¬ 
ously, because you don’t receive this sort of 
opportunity every day. You’ve got to believe 
you’re going to go all the way. 

“When we were out there they were saying it 


■ BY STEVE KNIGHT 


was between me and one other guy, but I just 
tried to relax and enjoy the experience rather 
than get nervous and worry about things.” 

Left-winger Ben earned his place in the 
finals after impressing the judges at one of 
several national roadshows, which he was 
entered into by his Kent youth team coach. 

He eventually made the final 10 after 
impressing Inter youth coaches Paolo 
Migliavacci and Marco Monti, the latter of 
whom oversaw the youngsters’ progress 
during their time in Italy and was responsi¬ 
ble for deciding who would leave the compe¬ 
tition from week to week. 

The San Siro is a long way from Welling 
United’s Park View Road, which was where 
Ben was originally planning to play his foot¬ 
ball this season. 

He said: “There were a lot of problems 
because I had just signed a contract with 
Welling before I took part in the competition, 
but because I was 181 was able to get out of it. 

“In the end Welling were quite good about 
it, but it was quite stressful because it still 
hadn’t been sorted out the night before the 
people on the show needed it to be. 

“I joined Welling because the manager 
[Jamie Day] said a professional club would 
see me and sign me up, but I felt it was a bet¬ 
ter opportunity to take part in this competi¬ 
tion and hopehilly get snapped up by Inter.” 

• Football's Next Star can be seen on Sunday at 8pm on 
Slcyl. 


Chief Constable's future 
to be decided this week 


KENT’S Chief Constable Mike Fuller will 
find out this week if he is to be offered the top 
job at the Crown Prosecution Service. 

Mr Fuller - who is Britain’s first black police 
chief - has been selected by Attorney 
General Baroness Scotland as the 
preferred candidate to become 
Chief Inspector of the CPS. 

Members of the Justice 
Committee in the House of 
Commons - including Bromley and 
Chislehurst MP Bob Neill - were 
due to discuss their decision yester¬ 
day, with an official announcement 
expected to be made soon after. 

Should Mr Fuller land the job, it 
is rumoured his deputy, Adrian 
Leppard, will fill the Chief 
Constable position on a temporary 
basis until a permanent replace¬ 
ment is found. 

Speaking to KOS Media shortly after his 
name was put forward last month, Mr Fuller 
stressed the deal was far from done. 

He said: “I’m not gone yet, but I have been 
through the selection process and I’ve been 


put forward as the preferred candidate, but 
the MPs might disagree. 

“It is quite an unusual thing for the CPS to 
look outside the service for this role. I have 
engaged with the CPS from the 
other side of the fence, so am 
able to see where improve¬ 
ments could be made from an 
operational angle.” 

Mr Fuller joined Kent Police 
as chief constable in January, 
2004, having previously been 
with the Met since starting as a 
cadet in 1975. 

Under his leadership the 
county has seen the introduc¬ 
tion of Neighbourhood Policing 
Teams - 14 specialist units 
aimed at combating low-level 
crime - while also securing the 
use of a police helicopter as part 
of a joint working agreement with Essex. 

Mr Fuller also holds honorary doctorates of 
law and is a non-practising barrister, having 
been called to the Bar at Lincoln’s Inn in 
July, 2007. 



DECISION TIME: Chief 
Constable Mike Fuller 



LIFE-CHANGING OPPORTUNITY: Inter Milan boss Jose Mourinho (right) is waiting to see if Ben Greenhalgh (pictured left with 
Real Madrid's Cristiano Ronaldo) can win a professional contract with the current Serie A champions 
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Lifelong Kent supporter Dave Mairs berates the club's decision to play a home game in south London 




SO Kent’s cricketers are to play a 
‘home’ match at The Oval, home of 
Surrey County Cricket Club. 

A joke, a hopelessly mistimed April Fool’s, or 
perhaps a necessary move in the wake of The 
St Lawrence Ground’s planned redevelop¬ 
ment... these were the first thoughts to flash 
through many supporters’ minds. 

But no, it was none of these. The decision to 
schedule a Twenty20 clash between Kent 
Spitfires and Essex Eagles was taken in the 
cold light of day to - in the words of acting 
chief executive Jamie Clifford - “spread the 
Kent cricket message far and wide”. 

And what precisely is the “Kent cricket mes¬ 
sage” that we’re so keen to spread? 

The county’s failure to win the County 
Championship since 1978? A truly lamentable 
return of three trophies in 31 years? 

Or perhaps, more likely, the abandonment of 
all trace of history and tradition at a club that 
has - admittedly perhaps too much - placed 
great stock by such values. 

Whatever the answer, thankfully the initial 
marketing drivel has been replaced by a more 
honest explanation: we’re doing it for the money. 

The truth is certainly more palatable than 
any talk of the Kent cricket message (spare 
us!) but, forgetting the weight of the coffers, 
what’s the real cost? 

Even if The Oval venture proves a financial 
triumph, Kent appear to be behaving like 
some awe-struck kid brother. 

“People should come and watch us at what is 
an iconic venue,” Mr Clifford has told us. “It’s 
like having a final early in the season.” 


The day our county 
cricket lost its way 


No it isn’t. It’s like watching Kent v Essex 
at The Oval when we should be watching the 
fixture at Canterbury, Tunbridge Wells or 
Beckenham. 

The only time Kent should be playing at The 
Oval is when they face Surrey in an away 
fixture - which, of course, is what it is. 

Kent supporters invariably turn out in big 
numbers for those matches, ironically making 
them feel like home games. 

That is the triumph for Kent and their fans, 
not the club’s administration doffing the cap 
and begging to be allowed to party at the 
home of the supposed big boys. 

As a Kent supporter, I find the whole thing 
humiliating. Doubtless the Essex supporters 
at The Oval on July 9 will be quick to point 
out quite how laughable Kent are making 
themselves look. 

It’s the very essence of team sport in this 
country - there are home ties and there are 
away ties. 

In that respect, the quality of your ground 
or facilities doesn’t matter - some of the 


trickiest away challenges are at the grottiest 
places. 

Not, you understand, that I’m saying The 
St Lawrence is grotty. It isn’t - it’s a lovely 
place to watch cricket - and it’s Kent’s home. 

Can you imagine Lancashire playing 
home games at Headingley (Yorkshire’s HQ), 
or Yorkshire hosting games at Old Trafford 
in Manchester? 

Of course not - both clubs have enough 
respect for their traditions and, importantly, 
their supporters. 

Perhaps at the core of this is the concept of 
what county cricket is all about. 

With the club having fielded disappointingly 
few home-bred players over recent years, what 
makes us Kent? 

It clearly isn’t that fact that we have a team 
of cricketers who mostly hail from the county 
- because we don’t - so the only credible 
answer is the fact that we play in Kent. 

As the fans sing, “We are Kent”. And that is 
where, when we are competing at home, we 
should play our cricket. 


GET IN TOUCH. 


We want to hear your views 


EMAIL: Letters, comments, 
views (along with your name) to: 
yourmaidstone@kosmedia.co.uk 




TEXT: MAID then your 
message to: 818000 (please 
remember to include you name) 


in IIS KNOW. 


If there is a story in your area you think we 
should be covering contact the news editor, 
Simon Robinson, on 01303 817185 or email 
him on the details above. If you want to be the 
next Maidstone blogger then all you have to do 
is submit an article to us (of around 550 words) 
and email it to the news editor. And don't 
forget, for all the latest news and video from 
your town log-on to www.yourmaidstone.co.uk. 

Write to The Editor, Yourmaidstone, KoS Media, Apple 
Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent TN25 6SR. 

• We cannot guarantee all articles will be published and all are at the editor's discretion 



SIMPLY STUNNING - ONE 
LOOK IS ALL IT TAKES 


Elegance, style, quality - even at first glance, they’re unmissable. 

You’ll discover the real beauty, though, behind those perfectly-running 
sliding doors. Acres of immaculately organised storage, meticulously 
designed and carefully crafted. 

You’ll fall in love at first sight. But everything about a Sliderobe says this 
is a relationship and a fitted wardrobe that’s built to last. 


SHOWROOM OPEN 7 DAYS: 

DEACON TRADING ESTATE 
FORSTAL ROAD 
MAIDSTONE 
ME20 7SP 


Call now for a brochure or a free, 
no obligation, designer appointment: 



0800 243 312 


www.sliderobes.com 



SLIDEROBES' 

MAKE SPACE, BE HAPPY 


24 MONTHS INTEREST FREE 


ASK INSTORE FOR DETAILS 
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WIN goodies lor a night in 


STAYING in is the new 
going out this credit-crunch 
winter - and you have to 
appreciate the advantages. 

No need to step outside into the cold, 
no ringing round for a babysitter and 
no argument over who is going to 
drive. What’s more, you can eat deli¬ 
cious home-made food for less than 
half the price of going out. 

All you need is a comfy seat to snug¬ 
gle into, a good DVD and a tasty meal 
to eat while you watch. 

The late, much-loved actor, family- 
loving Paul Newman, would appreci¬ 
ate the idea. He made his first batch of 
Newman’s Own dressing in a bathtub, 
bottling them in old wine bottles as 
gifts for family and friends. All his cre¬ 
ative energies went into producing a 
great taste without using any of the 
preservatives, artificial colours or 
flavours that were routinely added 27 
years ago. Today, Paul’s dressings and 
marinades are still made to his origi¬ 
nal recipes using only the best all-nat¬ 
ural ingredients. 

Try his top-selling Newman’s Own 
Italian Dressing - a delicious blend of 
red wine, vinegar, extra virgin olive oil, 


lemon juice and punchy garlic - driz¬ 
zled over roasted vegetables and piping 
hot pasta. Balsamic Vinaigrette, made 
with distinctive aged balsamic, is just 
made for tomatoes. Paul’s creamy 
dressings add body and character to 
winter salads and Newman’s Own 
Ranch Dressing, a true American clas¬ 
sic, is terrific as a dressing and a dip. 

Back in 1982, just after his first batch 
of dressing was marketed, Paul decid¬ 
ed that any profit should go to wor¬ 
thy causes. To date, Paul and The 
Newman’s Own Foundation have 
given more than $265m to thou¬ 
sands of charities around the 
world, including many in the UK. 

To get you in the mood for cosy sup¬ 
pers at home, we have a fabulous 
Plain Lazy bean bag worth £149 from 
www.monsters2u.com to snuggle into, 
a set of three Paul Newman films to 
put on the DVD and bottles of 
Newman’s Own Italian Dressing and 
Ranch Dressing to give away to 
THREE lucky readers. 

To enter, simply answer the question 
below and send a postcard with your 
email address, postal address 
and daytime telephone number 
to Paul Newman Competition, 

KOS Media, Apple Barn, Smeeth. 


Ashford, Kent TN25 6SR. The closing 
date is February 10,2010. 

Question: At what year did Paul 
Newman decide that profit from 
the salad dressing should go to 
worthy causes ? 

No purchase necessary. For our full Terms and 
Conditions please visit www.kentnews.co.uk, or 
call 01303 817073. If you 
do not wish to receive 
any literature please 
I write ‘no literature’ on 
your entry. 



Creamy smoked 
haddock penne 

Serves 4 

Per serving: 307 kcal, 9.9gfat, lg 

saturated fat 

Ingredients: 

50g smoked haddock fillet 
150g sugarsnap peas, halved, or 
frozen peas 

300g penne or your favourite 
pasta shape 

8tbsp Newman’s Own Ranch 
Dressing: 

3tbsp capers 
Zest 1 lemon 

Small bunch flat-leaf pars¬ 
ley, roughly chopped 

1. Place fish in a large fry¬ 
ing pan, cover with boiling 
water and simmer for 8 
minutes. Drain and leave 
until cool enough to handle. 
Remove skin and any bones, 
and flake into large chunks. 

2. Meanwhile boil pasta 
according to pack instruc¬ 
tions, adding the peas for the 
last 2 mins of cooking. Drain, 
return to the pan, and stir in 
dressing, capers and lemon 
zest. Warm through for a 
minute, remove from the heat. 

3. Gently stir in haddock and pars¬ 
ley and serve straight away. 



SAVE SAVE SAVE 



visit www.vouchersforkent.co.uk and download 
great money saving offers 


OUCHER BOOK 

MOTORS & SERVICING 

■■■■>■ ; jrkent.co uk 


LEISURE, food & Q 

WMher5fort( er ,t 


If you would like details on how you can 
include your business on vouchersforkent, 
phone today on 01303 817150. 


media 


Award Winning Company 
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yourletters 


LETTERS: Please send your letters in to us at Yourmaidstone, Apple Bam, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent 
TN256SR 



TEXT: Why not text your view/letter/comment for Yourmaidstone to 81800 text MAID followed 
by a space your name and your view/letter/comment Messages cost 25p plus standard network 
charges. Service provided by g8wave London N7 
EMAIL: Email us your letters to us at yourmaidstone@kosmedia.co.uk 


TALK TIME 

BILL 
MOSS 

The town centre 
manager reflects on 
Christmas in 
Maidstone and 
what he hopes 
2010 will bring to 
the borough. 


What was your highlight of the recent festivities? 

The successful switching-on of the Christmas lights and 
the associated street theatre and entertainment. 

Were you pleased with the line-up and turn out for 
the Christmas light switch on? 

The turn-out from the public was as good as it always is. 
The people of Maidstone love the day and Town Centre 
Management (TCM) is delighted to put it all together, 
including the fabulous performers who filled the streets 
with fun, music and spectacle. 

Away from the cheerful side of Christmas, tell us 
about the partnership between TCM and Maidstone 
police that was formed to tackle purse thefts? 

TCM lead the town centre crime reduction partnership 
and work very closely with the police. 

Last Christmas purse and handbag thieves specifically 
targeted elderly ladies, and we were determined not to let 
it happen again. 

The planning for this year's campaign started in 
September, and has proved hugely successful. 

What are your New Year hopes for Maidstone? 

My New Year hopes for Maidstone are simple. Continuing 
prosperity, continuing investment and continuing growth. 
I would love everybody to have the same belief in our 
town that I have! We really do have a town centre to be 
proud of so let's all be proud of it. 



YOUR LETTERS 



They sent my son 
home from school 


I was told by a member of staff 
that my son has been sent home 
for defiance for refusing to give 
up his coat. 

He had a letter on him from 
myself stating he has asthma. 

Mr Lawson told my son he was 
not interested in his letter. How 
strange now that Mr Lawson 
insists no-one was excluded. 

Well my son certainly was, how 
strange though that they didn’t 
send him home with a letter. 
When I told him to stand firm on 
Tuesday until he had a letter he 
was allowed to remain at school! 

Elizabeth Lynch, Aylesford 
Comment posted on 
www.yourmaidstone.co.uk 

The headteacher 
has a duty of care 

As a teacher myself I am simply 
flabbergasted by the head’s lack 
of care for his pupils. 

Teacher’s are supposed to 
act 'in loco parentis’. I see no evi¬ 
dence of that here. If a parent 
confiscated a child’s coat in -4 
degrees I’m pretty sure social 
services would be concerned at 
the very least. Of course uniform 
is important, and all schools have 



COMMENT ONLINE TOO 


NOT only can you use email and letters to respond to our stories, don't 
forget you can comment via our website too. 

Beneath most stories on the www.yourmaidstone.co.uk website there is 
the facility to leave your comments on whatever YOU thought of the online 
article. To leave your remarks, simply click on the 'Add your comments' 
link and tell us what you think. And remember, 
www.yourmaidstone.co.uk is updated daily, bringing you the latest, 
breaking news from across Maidstone as well as our villages. We will 
include the best on these pages too - ensuring your comments reach the 
widest possible audience. 

In addition, if you find your newsagent, supermarket or petrol station 
runs out of Yourmaidstone before you've picked up your copy, you never 
need to miss out. On www.yourmaidstone.co.uk you can access, for free, 
the full newspaper in our highly acclaimed e-editions. 


periods where they get tough and 
enforce the rules. But choosing to 
do it now, in freezing tempera¬ 
tures, sheer stupidity. 

Theresa Knott, Bromley 
Comment posted on 
www.yourmaidstone.co.uk 


I will be keeping 
my child at home 

My daughter is a student at this 
school and was one of the ones to 


have their coat taken off them on 
both Monday and Tuesday. 

She also suffers from a form of 
epilepsy. It seems to me that the 
school is asking us to put our 
children’s education above their 
health and well being. Also, my 
daughter was one of the students 
to receive help from the school 
for the uniform, which at the 
time did not state the coat was 
compulsory. As the school has 
stated, continued breaking of the 
uniform code will result in that 
pupil being excluded. 

I have decided to keep my 
daughter off school until this 
extreme weather is over as I see 
this as preferable to her having 
exclusion on her record. 

What makes things harder is I 
am also disabled so money is 
very tight and it’s not like par¬ 
ents can apply for grants towards 
school uniform from the 
Government anymore. 

Jenny Brook 
By email 


Their health is 
more important 

I am a parent of two pupils at 
Aylesford Sports College. 

My son Simon is in year 11 and 
my daughter Shanice Miles is in 
sixth form. I received a text mes¬ 
sage on Monday morning from 
my son, saying the school had 
taken his coat off him. I drove to 
the school before I went to work 
as my son had told me he was 
freezing. I told my son to meet 
me as I was in reception, with 
that Mr Lawson walked by and I 
spoke to him about my son’s coat. 

Mr Lawson told me that black 
coats were not part of the uni¬ 
form and they provide school 
coats on sale at the school. I 






EXQUISITE JEWELLERY 


View 100s of our 
exquisite jewellery at 

www.yourkenttv.co.uk 

Just search for 
‘exquisite jewellery’ 
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explained that I had the flu and did 
not want my son to get this too as 
the weather was very cold. 

Mr Lawson said Simon will not be 
going outside during school hours 
and will stay indoors in the warm to 
prevent getting cold. Mr Lawson 
explained that these coats had been 
part of the uniform for three years. I 
have only ever seen the school coats 
to be thin and have never seen 
warm school coats. 

I think that in this cold weather 
the school taking coats off the pupils 
is just pathetic. Teachers walk about 
with thick coats and pupils are 
made to walk about in t-shirts 
because they have had their coats 
taken off them or sent home 
because they refuse to give their 
coats up. 

The school has also taken hats, 
scarves and glove off the children. I 
cannot make sense of it all. The 
school would rather the children get 
pneumonia than see the school uni¬ 
form messed up. 

Debra Miles 
By email 

It's time to improve 
our sports facilities 

With the momentum for the 
Olympic Games increasing and 


sport high on the agenda is the time 
not right, for the providers in 
Maidstone of this country’s most 
popular sports - namely football, 
rugby and cricket - to come together 
to discuss ways to develop new facil¬ 
ities? We need to provide training 
and competing opportunities that 
meet the aspirations of all our men 
and women at all levels of their 
sport. 

Sport development must not be 
restricted by lack of local quality 
provision. There is a need for a cen¬ 
tre of excellence for sport and this 
can only be progressed if the key 
players come together now to dis¬ 
cuss such development. 

Borough councillor Malcolm Robertson 
By email 

Challenge yourself to 
support vial charity 

As an Olympian and patron of 
Meningitis UK, I would like to 
encourage your readers to consider 
adding a challenge to their list of 
New Year’s resolutions for 2010. 

The charity has a wide selection of 
awe-inspiring and exciting activities 
for people to choose from, which will 
not only help them to get fit but also 
to raise money for a great cause. 

Aside from places in many popular 


running events, opportunities also 
include skydives and expeditions 
both overseas and in the UK. 

Ideas close to home are a cycle 
from London to Paris or climbing 
the Three Peaks in under 24 hours. 

There are also more unusual 
adventures like a ten-day cycle 
across Cuba, a Mongolian horse 
riding trip or a Thailand jungle 
expedition. Expeditions include 
treks, bike rides, mountain climbs, 
white water rafting and sailing. 
Challenges cover various difficulty 
levels, so there’s something for 
everyone. 

I would urge you to fundraise for 
Meningitis UK because six families 
a week still lose a loved one to 
meningitis, and many hundreds are 
left with devastating after-affects. 

I fell ill with meningitis and 
meningococcal septicaemia when I 
was 15, which left me in a coma for 
three days. Thankfully, I was lucky 
to pull through and be able to go on 
to achieve my sailing dreams. 

With your help, Meningitis UK 
will be able to beat this disease and 
spare thousands of families the 
heartache of losing a loved one in 
the future. To find out more about 
setting yourself a challenge visit 
www.meningitisuk.org/get-involved 
or call 0117 373 73 73. 

Sarah Ayton 

Olympic gold medallist and Meningitis UK patron 



For information and advice on 
travelling in Kent and for all our 
traffic regulation orders, please 
see the Kent on Saturday or the 
Kent on Sunday or visit our 
website at www.kent.gov.uk/ 
highways 


Vi 


To advertise 
in this section 

Q 01303 817150 

J 


What could a professionally 
made video do for 

your business? 



KOS 

media 

Award Winning Company 


Yourkenttv video 
services can add great 
value to your website, 
or promotional campaign 
at a price to suit all budgets. 

For more details telephone 
Richard Purvis on 

01303 817071 



Have you considered 
becoming a foster carer? 

Next Step Fostering is looking for people 
with the commitment, compassion and 
strength of character to foster children 
as a full-time career. 

As an Ofsted outstanding foster care 
provider, we offer a competitive rate 
of pay along with the highest levels of 
training and support possible. 

So, if you have a spare room in your home 
and think you (or someone you know) can 
commit to working as a professional foster 
carer, please contact us. 

Change your career, change a life. 

Call 01634 838666 or visit next stop 

www.nextstepfostering.org fostering 
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BUILDING I PLANNING I DESIGN 
DEVELOPMENT I RESTORATION 


John Childs & Associates have years of experience 
in gaining hundreds of successful planning 
applications and building regulations for our clients, 
ranging from modest single storey extensions to 
detached new build residential dwellings. 


Telephone for 
details of our 

Wo WO 

01622 812868 

enquiriesfdjohnchilds.com 

www.johnchilds.com 




John Childs 
& associates 



Insert your leaflet or 
brochure into any of our 
publications... 


.various options available, 
please ring for details. 



To advertise 
in this section 

01303817150 


k 

ADICHV 

OU.EGE 


Campus Tour & 
Information Evening 


{our 

DNESDA^ ‘ 


OMf.sTo.V 

,nd learn more 

"“IS courses- 



your leisure 



Party with Frank 'n' Furter and friends when the Rocky 
Horror Show arrives at the Orchard Theatre. Coming soon 


PREPARE to party in the 
company of a sweet trans¬ 
vestite when The Rocky 
Horror Show rolls into 
town. 

For more than 30 years, the sump¬ 
tuous Frank ‘n’ Furter has been 
seducing his fellow characters and 
audiences all over the world. 
Created by Richard O’Brien, this 
rocking musical features unforget¬ 
table songs, mind-blowing charac¬ 
ters and a famous dance routine 
which has been filling dance floors 
for decades. 

The charismatic lead figure is 
played by David Bedella, an Olivier 
Award-winning actor whose previous 
credits include television drama 
Holby City, musicals Chess and 
Hedwig & the Angry Inch and the 
controversial Jerry Springer the 
Opera. 

The Rocky Horror Show is a wild 
and inventive show that follows the 
exploits of an engaged couple, Brad 
and Janet, who find themselves 
stranded in the middle of nowhere 
when the car breaks down. They are 
forced to seek refuge at a nearby cas¬ 
tle, but the whiter-than-white couple 
soon find themselves in a world they 
had never dreamed of until that fate¬ 
ful night. 


The castle is owned by mad scien¬ 
tist Frank ‘n’ Furter and from the 
moment they are greeted at the door 
by a hunchbacked butler, Brad and 
Janet fear that all is not as it should 
be. It turns out that they have dis¬ 



turbed the scientist in the middle of a 
horrifying experiment - he believes 
he has discovered the secret of life. 

Frank ‘n’ Furter is pleased with his 
creation, the blond and hunky Frank 
‘n’ Furter, but he commits terrible 
acts in his pursuit of scientific 
advancement. Forced to stay the 
night at the castle, Brad and Janet 
are given separate bedrooms. But it 
soon appears that Frank ‘n’ Furter, a 
bisexual transvestite, has more than 
just laboratory experiments on his 
mind. 

Featuring unforgettable songs such 
as the Time Warp, Sweet 
Transvestite and Dammit, Janet, 
this show is a great night out for sea¬ 
soned fans and newcomers alike. 
Fancy dress is encouraged, so 
unleash your wild side and get ready 
for a night you will never forget. 

Tickets are priced from £18, conces¬ 
sions available. Performances start 
at 8pm, Monday to Thursday, and 
6pm and 9pm on Friday and 
Saturday To book call the box office 
on 01322 220000 or visit the website 
at www.orchardtheatre.co.uk. 


ROCKY HORROR SHOW 

Monday, January 25 to 
Saturday, January 30 
Orchard Theatre, Dartford 



FOR MORE THEATRE AND ENTERTAINMENT VISIT yourkenttv.co. uk 
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with 

JANE CONNOLLY 

Emailjane.connolly@kosmedia.co.uk 


£1 


O LeisureTV 


sponsored by seat ran ce .com 



JOHANN STRAUSS a 
GALA W 

Sunday, January 24 
Assembley Hall Theatre, 

Tunbridge Wells 

DISCOVER the opulent 
world of 19th century Vienna 
with the enchanting Johann 
Strauss Gala. 

Formed more than 30 years 
ago, the gala pays tribute to 
the Waltz King 5 and trans¬ 
ports audiences back in time 
to the opulence of Austria, at 
a time when a fascinating 
new dance was emerging. 
The peasant folk dance had 
been elevated to the lavish 
ballrooms of Vienna and 
dancers welcomed the 
chance to move away from 
the stately minuet, embrac¬ 
ing the freedom of the waltz. 

Johann Strauss Snr was a 
renowned light music com¬ 
poser who soon realised how 
popular the waltz was becom¬ 
ing. The Strauss family held 


something of a monopoly on 
the waltz and polka as the 
years went on, meeting the 
demands of Viennese rev¬ 
ellers with music that is still 
enjoyed today. 

A celebration of the most 
popular music, dance and 
song from the Strauss fami¬ 
ly, the gala is a magical show 


which was first created in 
1975 to mark the 150th 
anniversary of the birth of 
Johann Strauss. 

The show starts at 3pm 
and tickets cost £27/£22.50. 
To book visit the website at 
www.assemblyhalltheatre.co 
.uk or call the box office on 
01892 532072/530613. 



THE BOOTLEG SHADOWS 

Saturday, January 30 
Hazlitt Theatre, Maidstone 



ONE of the greatest rock ‘n’ roll bands of all 
times is celebrated by The Bootleg Shadows. 

When Hank B Marvin, Bruce Welch, Jet 
Harris and Tony Meehan recorded Apache in 
July 1960, they launched an instrumental 
career that would make the Shadows one of 
the most successful British bands ever. Since 
then they have achieved 35 hits of their own, 
as well as another 33 with Cliff Richard, and 
won their place in the annals of popular music. 

Their immaculate look, synchronised dance 
moves and clean sound won legions of fans, 


EDGE OF ABSTRACTION 

Running until Saturday, February 13 
Mascalls Gallery, Paddock Wood 

THIS year’s programme of fascinating exhi¬ 
bitions gets underway with Edge of 
Abstraction. 

The exhibition, the first of many captivat¬ 
ing events, showcases the work of British 
abstract art pioneers. In the mid-20th centu¬ 
ry, a movement of artists based around St 
Ives in Cornwall brought the art form to the 
fore and work by all the major protagonists 
can be seen in the exhibition. 

Another thought-provoking collection of 
images can be viewed in Cross Purposes, an 
exhibition which opens in March. Exploring 
the meaning and emotive power of the cruci¬ 
fixion, it features work by 20 important 
artists from the 20th and 21st century who 
have used the image of the cross in both sec¬ 
ular and spiritual senses. 

Marc Chagall’s drawings for the stained 
glass of Tudeley Church form part of the 
exhibition, the first time they have been seen 
in the UK. Other featured artists include 



while aspiring guitarists everywhere 
dreamed of stepping into the spotlight with 
their own Fender Stratocaster. 

This fantasy concert encompasses the 
band’s amazing career from the 60s to the 
early 80s, featuring such unforgettable 
tracks as Foot Tapper, Man of Mystery, 
Atlantis, Wonderful Land, Kon Tiki, Don’t 
Cry For Me Argentina, FBI and many more. 
Along with the great music, there is plenty of 
humour to make the evening go with a 
swing. 

The show starts at 7.30pm and tickets cost 
£15/£14. Book online at wwwhazlittartscen- 
tre.co.uk or call the box office on 01622 
758611. 



Stanley Spencer, Eric Gill, Craigie Aitchison 
and Graham Sutherland. 

Mascalls Gallery is open from 10am to 
5pm, Monday to Thursday, and 11am to 4pm 
on Friday and Saturday. For more informa¬ 
tion visit www.mascallsgallery.org or call 
01892 839039. 


MAIDSTONE LEISURE 

Whoopi! It's Sister Act 
at the London Palladium 

ENJOY a heavenly theatre experience 
by joining a trip to see Sister Act at the 
London Palladium. 

The successful film has been trans¬ 
formed into a musical, co-produced by 
Whoopi Goldberg who starred in the 
movie. The coach leaves at 12.30pm today 
and again at 5pm on Wednesday, January 
20. Tickets are from £50. Book on 01622 
758611 or at www.hazlittartscentre.co.uk. 

The Price is right for a 
great night of comedy 

LAUGH off the winter chills with an 
evening of stand-up comedy at the 
Walnut Tree in Maidstone. 

Renowned for hosting a regular adult 
comedy night, the pub in Tonbridge 
Road welcomes Tom Price on Thursday - 
a warm and engaging comic with lots of 
television credits. The laughter starts at 
9.30pm and admission is free. For more 
details call the pub on 01622 720926. 

Rock to the sounds of 
the 70s in Maidstone 

GET ready to rock out as the Clintstones 
bring you the best songs by iconic bands. 

The band plays hits from the 70s to the 
present day, taking their cue from greats 
such as Queen, Thin Lizzy and Black 
Sabbath but also drawing on contempo¬ 
rary influences. The Clintstones can be 
seen at Earls in Earl Street, Maidstone, 
on Friday. For more information about 
the venue call 01622 751286. 

Tell us all about your 
upcoming events 

WOULD you like to see your concert, 
production or event publicised on these 
pages? 

Send full details - including dates, 
times, ticket prices and how to book - to 
jane.connolly@kosmedia.co.uk or by post 
to the address on page 2. Submissions 
should arrive at least two weeks before 
the preferred date of publication. 

If possible, include a good photograph. 


[ THIS CUPON 


yourkenttv.co.uk 



Dave Lee is Tinkerbell in this year's 
Canterbury panto. Search Peter Pan 



Not just a dry ski slope! 

We can offer so much more than you 
might think... 

From ski and snowboard lessons, to 

your child’s next birthday party or an 
office team-building away day. 

With year-round fun on PERMASNOW, the 
UK’s longest toboggan ride, or even 
choose to go downhill on a sno-tube, our 
fully-trained instructors and staff put you 
first. Pop-in for coffee, lunch or apres- 
ski beers and we’ll show you how much 
fun you’ve been missing 

chathamskislope. co. uk 

Capstone Road, Gillingham, 

5 minutes from J4 off the M2 

01634 827979 

Clubs % Parties % School Groups 
Corporate Functions 



For information 
and advice on 
travelling in Kent 
and for all our 
traffic regulation 
orders, please 
see the Kent on 
Saturday or the 
Kent on Sunday 
or visit our 
website at 
www.kent.gov.uk/ 
highways 


v. 





























18 yourmaidstone.co.uk 


Telephone advertising: 01303 817110 Email advertising@kosmedia.co.uk 


yourmaidstonemusic 


Week-long birthday party 
ends great year at Forum 


■ BY SIMON ROBINSON 


A WEEK-long live music party will 
be held at The Forum this month to 
mark the venue’s 17th birthday. 

The celebrations kick off on Saturday, 
January 23 when Spycatcher - featuring 
members of punk rockers Gallows - headline. 

Support comes from The Painted Smiles, 
made up of Sikth and Unkle musicians, and 
Kent-based up-and-comers Feed the Rhino. 

The Tunbridge Wells venue’s anniversary 
offering also features indie rockers Dogs, who 
have toured with the likes of Paul Weller, The 
Enemy and Razorlight, with the London outfit 
set to perform on Saturday, January 30. 

The line-up also features Allegro, Filthy 
Nights and Medway-based four-piece Needs 
Must, who recorded their debut video at The 
Command House, Chatham, at the weekend. 

Monday night’s entertainment comes by way 
of the Forum’s ninth battle of the bands com¬ 
petition and Wednesday sees talented singer 
songwriter Elbe Goulding take to the stage. 

A secret special guest plays on Tuesday. 

Forum promoter Chris Pritchard said he 
was hoping to build on last year’s success. 

He said: “The Forum is Kent’s longest run¬ 
ning venue and we have had an incredible 
2009. We are lucky to attract some of the 
biggest new and classic names in the popular 
music scene, such as White Lies, Graham 
Coxon, Ash and Mumford & Sons. 

‘We are also lucky enough to have one of the 
strongest selections of local music outside of 
London, including Tom Williams and The 
Boat, Klaus Says Buy The Record, Everything 



Everything, Rachel’s Got a Flamethrower and HIGHLIGHTS: Headline acts Spycatcher, above, and and 

Joeyfat. London-based indie-rockers Dogs will be at the Forum 

“Hopefully we can improve on what has been 
a tremendous year for The Forum.” 

For details visit www.twforum.co.uk 

Saturday, January 23: Spycatcher, The Painted 
Smiles, Feed the Rhino 

Monday, January 25: Battle of the Bands, The Antics, 

Black Hawks, The Seperation 
Wednesday, January 27: Ellie Goulding, Klaus Says 
Buy The Record, The Help Movement 
Thursday, January 28: Secret Guests, Son of Kirk, 

Tom Williams 

Friday, January 29: Heartbreak DJ set (Ali Renault), 

Doop Djs 

Saturday, January 30: Dogs, Allegro, Needs Must, 

Filthy Nights 



UPLOAD YOUR MUSIC VIDEOS TO 
BROADCAST ON OUR WEBSITE @ 

yourkenttv.co.uk 




Kill , 

Tusijpied 




TOP FIVE KENT CHART 

1 The Flack - Forget Me (from Deal) 

2 Gristlefridge - Unbreakable (from Whitstable) 

3 Shelta - Beautiful Girl (from Bexley) 

4 Ron Bowdery - This Is It Kelpie (from New Eltham) 

5 The Phalanxes - The Cure (from Heme Bay) 
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Is your website 
generating 
new business? 


Apply for a free 
professional website 
assessment today! 



FREE 






The WebHealthcheck report analyses eight key 
areas of your website and reports back to you on: 

visual design content architecture and usability 
accessibility search engine optimisation 
W3C compliance content management systems 
eCommerce viability 

Don't delay - Order your report now! 


For more information visit: WGllHG3ltllCllGClLC0.UK/K0S 

maximise your online performance. 
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With a wide selection of windows on offer and a custom 
fit service available. Elephant Windows can help to 
transform your home. 

So if you fancy getting unbeatable value, great prices 
and the latest in window security features offering you 


that over 250,000 windows 
are replaced in the UK 
every year? v 

At Elephant all of our windows 
are recycled responsibly. 


mm 


peace of mind call now for your free quote. 



www.elephantwindows.co.uk 

0800195 0000 


H p u,IJ Vf£l 


0 CONSERVATORIES 


0 WINDOWS 


0 DOORS 


10 YEAR PEACE OF MIND GUARANTEE 
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% 
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...Elephant Windows are the largest 
double glazing and conservatory 
company in the South? 

Over 75% of our 
business comes from 
recommendations. 


At Elephant we focus on quality and an exceptional 
level of craftsmanship and style. We make and install 
our own top class products. 

So give us a call today and let us help guide you 
through our impressive and varied range to suit 
every home, taste and budget. 

www.elephantwindows.co.uk 


P.Pei [^a] ^ O © <&» © 


W 1 


elephant! 

|WE KNOW WHAT YOU NEED 
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ON GENERAL RELEASE 


SEX & DRUGS & ROCK & ROLL (15) 


- f 


I 


:2S2 


Distinguished by an incendiary lead performance 
from Andy Serkis, Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll is a 
biopic of 1970s punk pioneer Ian Dury that is as 
unconventional and fantastical as the man himself. 


THE ROAD (15) 





V 

♦ i 

4 i 5 




The future isn't bright, not in the slightest, in John 
Hillcoat's Oscar-tipped, post-apocalyptic thriller, 
adapted by Joe Penhall from the novel by Cormac 
McCarthy, who also wrote No Country For Old Men. 

IT'S COMPLICATED (15) 




Spierig's blood-sucking 
world is drained of plot 


I BY DAMON SMITH 


“LIFE’S a bitch then you don’t die,” 
grumbles a blood-thirsty vampire 
in Daybreakers. 

Set nine years hence, in a world decimated 
by a mysterious plague which has trans¬ 
formed the vast majority of the population into 
fanged fiends, Peter and Michael Spierig’s sci- 
fi thriller injects fresh blood into the creatures 
of the night. 

The film retains the familiar iconography: 
the vampires have no reflection; humans slay 
bloodsuckers with a stake through the heart; 
and the carnivorous beasties fry to a crisp in 
direct sunlight. 

Environmental 

All that is missing is a bulb of garlic, a pro¬ 
tective church cross and a couple of busty 
wenches, heaving to be bitten. 

However, there’s nothing remotely camp or 
erotic about the Spierigs’ vampires: they are 
eveiyday folk who commute to work in the dead 
of night and queue for coffee infused with blood. 

Humans account for five per cent of the pop¬ 
ulation and are captured by the vampires to be 
drained of their blood. 

In a clear nod to current environmental con¬ 
cerns, this precious resource has almost run 
dry and the dominant species faces possible 
extinction unless it can engineer a blood sub¬ 
stitute. 

Undead scientist Edward (Ethan Hawke), 
who was turned by his soldier brother 
Frankie, is a leading researcher at Bromley 
Marks, the world leader in blood pharmacy, 
run by the conniving Charles Bromley (Sam 
Neill). 

Working alongside colleague Christopher, 



HUMAN TOUCH: Ethan Hawke plays undead scientist Edward in Daybreakers, who is trying to create a blood substitute 


Edward struggles to create a stable, synthetic 
substitute. Sympathetic to the human cause, 
the scientists meet human survivor Audrey, 
who in turn introduces Edward to resistance 
leader Elvis (Willem Dafoe). 

They have an alternative solution to the 
blood crisis: cure vampirism. 

Daybreakers opens with an infected girl 
writing a suicide note and waiting for the sun 
to rise. 

Stylish credits quickly transport us to April 
2019 and an earthy colour palette of greys, 
browns and black: it’s cold, clinical and far 
removed from the gothic splendor of bygone 
vampire yams. 

The neat central premise provides plenty of 
scope for the Spierigs to create a believable 
and detailed universe but after an hour or so, 


the narrative runs out of steam, most notably 
in the bungled relationship between Bromley 
and his daughter Alison. 

Special effects are slathered in blood and goo 
and the directors orchestrate a fast-paced 
chase, which sees Edward scorched by rays of 
sunlight from the bullet holes in his car. 
Hawke and his co-stars are suitably lifeless 

- Neill arches an eyebrow every now and then 

- while Dafoe appropriates all of the best lines, 
including a hysterical analogy between 
human survival in a vampire world and sleep¬ 
ing with a particularly fragrant prostitute. 

An imminent, gory death is no time to lose 
your sense of humour. 

DAYBREAKERS, 


& 

Certificate 15 Va# 


of the best comic actresses working today in It’s YOU CAN WATCH ANY OF THESE FILM PREVIEWS OF THE LATEST 

bullish alpha male determined to turn back time. MOVIES BY LOGGING ON TO LEISURE TV @ yourkenttv.co.uk 


IP yourmaidstone.co.uk 

The latest news, sport, TV, chat, entertainment and 
information in your local area, available online. 

& ® 

Job vacancies Cars for sale Homes for sale 





All rates and space subject to availability. 




For information and advice on travelling 
in Kent and for all our traffic regulation 
orders, please see the Kent on Saturday 
or the Kent on Sunday or visit our 
website at www.kent.gov.uk/highways 















































Telephone editorial: 01303 817200 Email yourmaidstone@kosmedia.co.uk 


yourmaidstone.co.uk 23 


yourkentdating a 

W LOOKING FOR ROMANCE? TRY ONLINE... www.people2people.co.uk/kos.asp ^4^ 



WOMEN seeking men 

MAKE IT LAST Slim female, 25, 
5'10", long brown hair and blue eyes, 
caring and social, likes clubs, cine¬ 
mas, seeking a kind male, 3045 for a 
relationship. Box 461558 O_ 

MATCH OF THE DAY! Fun-to-be- 
with, blonde female, 25, 5ft2, a 
woman who loves football! Enjoys 
going out and staying in, looking for a 
like-minded man, to be her soulmate. 
Box 446494 0 _ 

NOT YOUR BROWN-EYED 
GIRL, BUT... Blue-eyed brunette, 

27, 5ft1, loves films, walking, darts, 
pool, singing, me time! Looking for 
honest guy with GSOH, to get to 
know. Box 880105 O Q_ 

LOOKIN 4 A GUY WHO'S EASY 
ON THE EYE! 25yr old female, 5ft8, 
medium-curvy build, N/S, enjoys read¬ 
ing, painting, cinema, walks, WLTM 
tall, attractive male, 23-32, for friend- 
ship, maybe LTR. Box 442644 Q Q 

BRING ME SUNSHINE Outgoing, 
fun female 28, seeks outgoing, fun 
guy to make me laugh and share the 
good times with. Box 882511 O Q 
WILLING TO BE THE ONE 
Loving single mum, 29, shoulder 
length black hair, brown eyes, 5ft3, 
slim and sexy, part-time carer, looking 
for reliable, loving male. Canterbury. 
Box 464326 0 _ 

SOUND GOOD? Social lady, 29, 
likes walks, swimming, vgsoh, like to 
meet a man, 30-55 for lots of fun. 
Brighton. Box 463984 Q 

IS ANYONE OUT THERE? 31yr 
old easygoing, independent female, 
WLTM cuddly fella to enjoy the finer 
things in life with, leading to LTR with 
the right person. Box 879931 O Q 

A FAIRYTALE ENDING! Princess 
Fiona, 34, looking to meet her Shrek. 
5ft8, short brown/blonde hair, blue 
eyes, large build, seeks romantic car¬ 
ing guy for friendship, maybe more! 
Box 877957 QQ_ 

HORSES FOR COURSES... 

Caring, loving, affectionate female, 30, 
5'2", blonde, likes walking, horse rid¬ 
ing, animals, seeks affectionate male, 
3040, for lasting, loving relationship. 
Box 384013 0 _ 

HAPPY DAYS! Attractive, fun-loving 
female, 35, 5'4", size 12, dark hair 
with blonde highlights, tactile, WLTM 
intelligent, professional, attractive guy, 
for a happy relationship. Tunbridge 
Wells. Box 308734 Q Q_ 

FEAST YOUR EYES ON MEL., 
Hello I'm Andrea, 35, petite 5ft3, 
shoulder length curly hair, enjoys eat¬ 
ing out, cinema and I'm looking for 
friendship and possible long term rela¬ 
tionship Box 453039 O 
SEALED WITH A KISS Petite tedy, 
36, long hair, blue eyes, single mum, 
enjoys holidays, wining and dining, 
laughing, seeks loyal, loving man for 
friendship and more. Box 453079 O 

WHAT YOU SEE... Young looking 
36 year old, 5ft4, brown eyes, slim, 
one daughter, hard working, very sin¬ 
cere and caring, genuine, GSOH, 
seeks similar male 3343. Rochester. 
Box 460307_ 

STARRY NIGHTS Hello I’m Sarah, 
single mum from Kent, brown hair 
enjoy swimming nights in/out looking 
for a caring man to share the best 
thing in life. Box 878378_ 

I LIKE DRIVING IN MY CAR 
Honest, caring woman, 36, 5ft5, slim, 
blue eyes. I'm caring, honest, have 
four children, enjoys drives, horse rid- 
ing. Maidstone. Box 456159 O 

LOVE TO LOVE YOU Lovely 
female, 36, 5ft4, medium/large build, 
blonde hair, blue eyes, own house, 
loves walking, going out, the usual! 
Seeking male for long-term/serious 
relationship. Box 438102_ 

HISTORIC MEETING? Mum of 
three, 36, long mousey hair, blue 
eyes, interested in historical places, 
music, eating out, seeks kind, caring, 
genuine male 3649, non-smoker, for 
LTR. Box 440693 0 


SEIZE THE DAY Loving female, 36, 
5ft4, brown hair, green eyes, likes 
socialising, staying in, seeks genuine 
male for friendship and more. Box 

428666 Q _ 

CUTE AS CAN BE Cute single 
mum of four, 38, Kent-based, into 
most things, looking for friendship, 
possibly romance. Box 897983 © 
DON'T LET ME DOWN Pretty, 
black female, 38,5ft4, like football, 
socialising and cooking, looking for a 
loving and caring male, 3842, for a 
LTR. Box 446684 O 
EASY TO LOVE Lovely African 
female, 39, 5ft4, likes football, social¬ 
ising, cinema, and cooking, looking for 
a loving and caring male for a LTR. 
Ashford. Box 460968 © 



QUICK, EASY WAY 
TO VIEW QHOTOS! 

Just enter the six-digit 
Box number, followed by 
a space, then PHOTO and 
send to 82250 

Your phone must be WAP-enabled I 
- £1.50 per photo 

ADDING QHOTOS! 

Email: Send your photo and 
Member Number to: 
Louise@g8wave.co.uk 
Mobile: Register your number 
with us & send by MMS to 
07786 203 777. 

Enter P2P as subject. 

MMS - network charges apply. I 

FAMILY ORIENTATED Eastbourne 
based woman, 39, 5ft8, slim/medium 
build. I'm a single mum, and enjoy 
cooking, music, family life. If you like 
the same, get in touch! Box 464034 
©_ 

AN AFRICAN DIAMOND 38yr old 
African girl, likes cooking, going out, 
watching films and dancing, seeking a 
loving and caring boy for companion- 
ship and more. Box 446676 O 

SHOW ME HEAVEN Black.lady, 
38yr old, enjoys swimming, films and 
bird watching. Fairly new to the area, 
WLTM a male for friendship and 
mayb e romance. Box 441608 © 

A NICE BOTTLE OF WINE 
Lovely, glossy brunette, 39yr old, 
petite, bubbly and loving, enjoys the¬ 
atre, music and eating out, WLTM a 
professional, loving and tactile male 
for a relationship. Box 442551 © Q 
CANT SMILE WITHOUT Y§| 
Professional female, 41, 5ft, brown 
hair/eyes, likes country pubs and 
walks, looking for a gent, 42-55, to 
share a happy future with. Gillingham. 
Box 462538 ©_ 

TAKE A LITTLE TIME Social lady, 
41, 5'3", gsoh, likes family life, going 
out, cinema, walks, staying in, seeking 
a fun male for company. Sheemess. 
Box 461145© _ 

LOVE IS ALL AROUND HafS 

go-lucky, bubbly Blonde, 42, blue 
eyes, hard-working, love outings, look¬ 
ing for a nice, genuine guy for rela- 
tionship. Bromley. Box 454517 
NO REGRETS Bubbly, separated 
female, single mum, 40, slim build, 
love meeting new people and enjoy¬ 
ing life, looking for an understanding 
man for happiness. Box 895246 © 

© 


FREE AD placement, call: 

0808 156 5339 

(Calls are free; mobile rates may vary; check with your provider) 

COLLECT your messages: 

0906 550 4335 

(Calls cost £l/min; contact your service provider for details) 


REPLY to an ad, call: 

0905 211 0651 

(Calls cost £1.20/min; contact your service provider for details) 

REPLY by Oext 

You can choose to text the member’s 6-digit box number followed by a 
space, then your message (max of 160 characters) and send to 82250 
e.g. 654321 Hi my name is... Standard network rates apply to send 
messages. Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message. 


YOU'RE THE ONE THAT I 
WANT Fun-loving lady, 42, 5ft, brown 
hair, green eyes, enjoy being out¬ 
doors, horse riding, pubs, cinema and 
sharing a nice bottle of wine, WLTM 
you! Box 865096_ 

TALL ORDER Curvy lady, 5ft9, 

43yrs old, blonde hair/green eyes. I 
live in Deal in Kent, I'm down-to-earth 
and like being out and about. Box 
456020 ©_ 

LIVE LIFE TO THE FULL Good- 
looking brunette from Kent, 43, 5ft10, 
likes bowling, eating in/out etc, looking 
for a good-looking guy, 35-45, with 
gsoh for friendship/relationship. Box 
450348 ©_ 

ANOTHER CHAPTER Hard work¬ 
ing PA, 43, single mum, grey-green- 
blue eyes, loves socialising and enjoy¬ 
ing life, seeks loyal, honest male to 
find love with. Sittingbourne. Box 
461037 ©_ 

DOES THIS SOUND LIKE YOU? 
Single mum, 42, from Ashford, 5ft9, 
dark hair/eyes, likes wine bars, pubs, 
days out and keeping fit, looking for a 
caring and fun-loving gent, 5ft9+. Box 
461129 ©_ 

SWEET AS HONEY Petite, slim, 
honey-blonde lady, 5'4" age 44, 
enjoys the seaside and horse-racing, 
looking for a dark-haired, genuine, 
honest and professional man, 25-50 
in Brijghtpn. Box 458465 © 

HOW YOU DOING? Attractive, 
curvy single mum, 44, kind, genuine, 
loyal and loving, seeking a man with 
similar qualities to share my life with. 

St Leonards-on-Sea Box 459128 © 
LET'S SEE WHAT HAPPENS 
Laid-back single mum, very bubbly, 
outgoing and intelligent, 43, enjoys 
social life, drinks, meals, cinema, look¬ 
ing to start afresh with someone new, 
easygoing and life-loving. Box 446102 
© 

GENUINE REPLIES ONLY Bubbly 
female, 44, brunette, n/s, 
medium/large build, enjoys singing 
and theatre. Would love to meet a 
decent fun-loving guy, similar age, 
pref non-smoker for LTR. Box 445955 
©_ 

ENJOY LIFE TO THE FULL 
Young-looking 46yr old female, 5ft4, 
slim, blonde, non-smoker, affection¬ 
ate, loyal, caring, seeking a male, 40- 

45, up to 5ft7, to share life with. 

Ashford/Maidstone area please. Box 
461938 ©_ 

YOUNG AT HEART Young 46, 
attractive, fun-loving female, looking 
for someone fit, handsome, intelligent, 
full of fun, sexy, Worldly Man to share 
everything that life has to offer. Box 
884113 © Q_ 

A REAL DIAMOND African lady, 

47, honest, loving and caring, enjoy 
most things in life, looking for a male, 
50+, for a LTR. Canterbury. Box 
460999 ©_ 

MY PRINCE? Dog lover, into sports, 
walks, motorbikes, GSOH, female, 47, 
pretty, long dark hair, looking for 
knight in shining armour! East Sussex 
area. Box 872961 ©_ 

ETERNALLY YOURS Easygoing 
woman, likes most things in life; coun¬ 
try walks, films, cinema, cooking. I'm 

46, 5ft2, medium build, WLTM gen¬ 
uine, happy guy, easygoing and fun. 
Box 445635© 


ARE YOU THE ONE FOR ME? 

Caring, cute female, 46, petite, likes 
socialising, dancing, travelling, good 
food, seeking intelligent, loyal man 42- 
52 for love and TLC. Seaford. Box 
444366 ©_ 

HELP ME OPEN UP Easygoing 
lady, 46, dark brown hair/blue eyes, 
medium build, likes life, socialising, 
the seaside, walks, drinks, WLTM 
male to share a bottle of wine with. 

Box 444585 ©_ 

LIKE MINDS Single female, 49, 
enjoy a varied social life going out, 
tenpin bowling, out for meals, cinema, 
travelling, looking to meet someone 
with similar interests. Eastbourne. Box 
866286 © Q 

NORMAL GAL Female, 48, 
divorced, happy, looking for the one, 
friendship, laughter, looking for smart, 
genuine, kind tall honest man, age 
under 50 is all I ask. Maidstone. Box 
866380 ©_ 

STIMULATING COMPANY 
Bubbly, caring, single mum, 46, 

WLTM nice male, for good conversa¬ 
tions, company, and maybe more. 

Box 396829 ©_ 

MAKE IT ENJOYABLE Pretty, 
young-looking, slender woman, 49, 
dark-haired seeks reliable gentleman, 
2549 for a loving relationship. 
Rochester. Box 460686 © Q 
ARE YOU LOVING AND 
CARING? Young 48 year old, loving, 
caring, very bubbly, 5ft5, medium 
build, blonde, blue eyes, likes clubs, 
cinema, eating, out, cosy nights, good 
Company Box 434089 O ©_ 

JUST IMAGINE Petite, brunette,, 
bubbly, friendly, easygoing single 
mum, 49, enjoys cinema, eating out, 
socialising, most things, WLTM gen¬ 
uine male, to see where life takes us! 
Box 893562 ©_ 

THE RIGHT FIT Big lady (51), look¬ 
ing for decent, genuine man. I'm 
attractive, and very loving so go on, 
give me a try! I like cooking and family 
life. Box 862888_ 

HIT THE JACKPOT Good-looking 
female, 50, looking for a kind, reliable 
and honest man, must be a moderate 
drinker, for companionship and 
romance. Box 878216 ©_ 

HERE AND NOW Outgoing lady, 

50, enjoys walks along the beach, 
nights out and in with a quiet bottle of 
wine, seeks man to love forever. Box 
449524 ©_ 

LOVELY BUBBLY Short 51 yr old 
professional lady, likes history, films 
and reading, seeking a genuine gent, 
45-58, with gsoh to enjoy evenings 
out, stimulating conversations and fun. 
Box 452311 ©_ 

MAKE A DATE Petite female, 52, 
blonde, blue eyes, seeks 46-61 year 
old single male for Itr. Interests include 
walking, photography and more. 
Brighton. Box 866322 © Q_ 

LAUGHS AND TEARS Bubbly 
blonde woman, 52, 5ft5, blue eyes. 

I'm a single mum, living and caring 
with the right man, likes socialising, 
cinema, walks. Sheemess. Box 
464458 ©_ 

CARING & PROFESSIONAL 
Female 49, 5ft4, long hair, slim build, 
likes eating out, the beach, travel, 
seeks a friendly chap, 48-55. 

Hastings. Can George call again with 
contact details? Box 417100© 


COMPANIONSHIP, LAUGHTER, 
HOPEFULLY MORE Curvy & cud¬ 
dly, outgoing, friendly, honest female, 
53, 5ft7, larger build, fair hair, likes 
socialising, country walks, theatre, 
cinema, music, swimming, WLTM 
similar loving male. Box 443642 © 
DO YOU HAVE THE BRAINS & 
THE LOOKS?! Professional, attrac¬ 
tive female, 54, enjoys the country¬ 
side, gardening, keeping fit, reading 
and live music, looking to meet an 
attractive and intelligent man for a 
relationship. Box 448863 © © 

PERFECT MATCH Mature, attrac¬ 
tive lady, fair hair, brown eyes, in 
good shape, loves travel, theatre, 
sport, music, seeking the company of 
a cultured, funny, adventurous male. 
Maidstone. Box 462273 ©_ 

LET'S SEE WHAT HAPPENS! 
Smart petite lady, 56, 5ft4, tall, blonde 
hair, green eyes, likes restaurants, 
theatre, cinema, travel abroad; seek¬ 
ing happy guy with similar interests. 
Box 448795 ©_ 

MAKE A NEW FRIEND Fun-loving 
lady, 58, 5ft4, dark hair, single mum! 
Likes countryside walks, reading, 
cooking and cosy nights in, seeks 
similar male. Folkestone. Box 460420 
©_ 

LOTS OF HUGS Positive woman, 

60, independent but sociable, I'm 

5ft4, red hair/green eyes, slim build. 
Hythe, enjoys art and walks, seeking 
similar, intelligent man, lively, reliable. 
Box 464002 ©_ 

WALKS ALONG THE COAST 
Honest & sincere female, 58, tall, 
GSOH, loves country pubs, coasts, 
cinema, seeking a man who's a 
match for me with GSOH for relation- 
ship. Box 441622 ©_ 

MUSIC TO MY EARS Hi my 
name's Christine, 59, 5'9", slim build, 
wear glasses, likes live music, the¬ 
atre, playing darts, looking for slim 
build male, for friendship, possible 
more. Box 419914 ©_ 

BE YOURSELF Outgoing lady, 
active, 60, tolerant, open-minded, 
loves life animals, and genuine peo¬ 
ple, seeks a sincere man for 
romance. Margate. Box 865760 

BRIGHTENING UP Cuddly lady, 

61, 5ft5, blonde, likes swimming, 

country pubs, cinema and much 
more, WLTM tallish single man to 
hopefully brighten each others lives. 
Box 870214 © Q_ 

ONLY LOVE Classy, intelligent, 
happy, slim, attractive, fit and active 
lady, 60, gsoh, enjoys travel, garden¬ 
ing etc, looking for that special friend 
to share life with. Box 883791 © Q 
SIMPLE PLEASURES Hi there, 

I'm a 61yr old lady, blonde hair/green 
eyes, medium build, loves dancing, 
walking by the sea and WLTM like 
minded gent. Box 459467 ©_ 

LOOKING FOR PRINCE 
CHARMING Pretty, bubbling girl in 
her 60's love romantic meals, gar¬ 
dens, and the arts looking for caring 
gentlemen. East Sussex. Box 
458169_ 

LOVE ME DO Loving and caring 
lady, 63, 5ft3, brown hair/eyes, likes 
most things in life, looking for a caring 
and considerate male for friendship, 
hopefully a LTR. Margate Box 460082 
© 

LET'S FALL IN LOVE Lovely 
female, 65, 5ft2, enjoys walking, bird¬ 
watching, cinema, theatre and red 
wine, seeking a male companion to 
share life with. Box 444763 © 

IN THE COUNTRY Young looking 
72yr old female, slim, with blonde 
hair/blue eyes. I'd like to share my 
social life with like minded gent, likes 
country pubs. Box 457491 © 

Women 

seeking womens 

LET'S FIND OUT! Hi, I’m a fun-lov¬ 
ing, kind, passionate lady, 44, 5ft5, 
with a wicked sense of humour, look¬ 
ing for friendship and what ever 
evolves from there. Kent. Box 877446 
OQ 

HOPE YOU'RE OUT THERE? 

Sincere female, 49, likes football, ani¬ 
mals, country pursuits, seeks femi¬ 
nine woman for friendship, maybe 
more. Gillingham. Box 456805 © 
TABLE FOR 2? Homely type 
woman, 50, looking for a similar 
female. I'm 5ft5, salt & peppa hair, I'm 
honest and trust worthy and looking 
for the same. Hastings. Box 455737 
© 



MEN seeking women 
GUESS WHO? Male, 30, 5'10", in 
Ashford and looking for the right lady, 
30-40, enjoys all the usual things in 
life; socialising, nights in/out, moun- 
tain biking. Box 866418 © _ 

HAPPY CHAPPY Hi! I'm ahapT 
go-lucky man, 33, a plumber, enjoys 
life and everything in it. I'm fit and 
active, and seeking the same in a 
woman. Box 452394 © _ 

WHAT YOU SEE ID WHAT YOU 
GET Single dad, 34, 5ft7, brown 
hair/dark eyes. Hoping to meet a nice 
woman. I'm laid back and wear my 
heart on my sleeve. Chatham. Box 
464419 © _ 

INTERESTED? Easygoing, gen¬ 
uine male, 36, 5ft8, dark hair, medium 
build/cuddly, likes cinema, pubs, 
walks, would love to hear from you! 
Box 452537© _ 

BOTTLE OF WINE Hi there, I'm an 
easygoing male, 35, 5ft9, medium 
build, brown hair. I'm based in 
Brighton and enjoy seeing friends, 
drinks, cinema, walks. Box 450165 
OQ 

AN ATTRACTIVE OFFER 

Handsome, tall male, 38, 6'4", looking 
for a young lady to slowly re-discover 
the finer things in life. Box 454805 © 
INTERESTED? Shy at first, I’m 
male, 37, and enjoy gardening, 
walks, seeking a woman, looks unim¬ 
portant, 37-56 for loving relationship. 
Box 463897© _ 

INTERESTED? Genuine male, 39, 
blonde hair, blue eyes, 5'8", medium 
build, likes cooking, dining out, quiet 
holidays, seeking a lovely lady for 
good company. Ramsgate. Box 
463493 © _ 

MAKE ME LAUGH Hard working 
male, 39, kind, GSOH, intelligent, 
modest! Likes cooking, the country¬ 
side & nights out, seeks fun female 
for relationship. Maidstone. Box 
464266 © _ 

LOVE TO LAUGH Looking for a 
down to earth green eyed lady, must 
have a sense of humour and laugh at 
life's little surprises! I'm 39 with 
GSOH...Hastings. Box 862208 © Q 

W EACH THEIR OWN Romantic 
male, 40, 6ft, slim build, gsoh, 32 
waist, brown hair/eyes, enjoys foot¬ 
ball, pool, DIY, socialising with 
friends, cinema, seeks female, 3545, 
gsoh, romantic. Sheerness Box 
463935 © 

LIFE IS FOR LIVING Divorced 
male, 40, 5'10", brown hair, blue 
eyes,likes live music, looking for a fun 
woman to enjoy life with, to go out for 
fun. Eastbourne Box 462094 © 
SIDE BY SIDE Loving male, 39, 
loves dogs, blonde hair looking for a 
partner to help walk them and get 
some fresh air, enjoy dinning out /in. 
Hastings. Box 463717 © 

SEEKING MY MATCH Single dad, 

39, 6ft dark hair, nice looking, loyal, 

honest, separated, looking for a lov¬ 
ing, honest, fun-loving lady. 
Eastbourne. Box 458980 © _ 

LOOKING FOR A BIRDIE! Hi 
there, I'm Chris, 38, in good shape, 
attractive, own place, hard working 
and honest, loves days out, golf, 
summer! Looking for loving compan- 
ion. Box 450317 © _ 

FULLY HOUSE TRAINED! 
Happy-go-lucky divorced single dad, 

40, slim/medium build, 6ft, dark hair, 

love motorcycles, family time, cook¬ 
ing, WLTM female, prefer single 
mum, to enjoy life with. Polegate Box 
864778 © _ 

JUST THE TWO OF US Male, 42, 
5'10", tall medium/large muscular fit 
build, likes dating, bodybuilding, look¬ 
ing for female 30 to 45 for good 
times. Rochester. Box 862748 
HOW ABOUT TODAY? Looking 
for love and relationship with nice, 
genuine woman. I'm male, 42, 5ft8, 
brown hair/blue eyes, enjoys cycling, 
films, eating in and out. Kent. Box 
463958 © 



Text KOS to 81188 


Charges: 35p each message you send. Forwarded 
messages and requested matches: 75p incl VAT. 

Over 18s only. To cancel send STOP to 81188. For help call 0871 220 9188 
- lOp/min all times. g8wave, London N7 9AH. ©2009 g8wave 


BROWSE and listen line: 

0906 753 3093 

(Calls cost 75p/min; contact your service provider for details) 

HELP required with service? 

0871 220 9205 

Live assistance, 2pm-5.30pm. Mon to Fri I Email: louise @ g8wave.co.uk 
(Calls cost lOp/min; contact your service provider for details) 


PAINT THE TOWN Romantic male, 
dark hair, blue eyes, 5'6", caring and 
loving, likes cooking holidays, the 
countryside, bowling, cinema, seeking 
a similar lady 37-57. Ashford. Box 
464118 ©_ 

MAKE A CONNECTION 
Easygoing male, dark hair, blue eyes, 
5'6", 44, loving, likes cooking, holi¬ 
days, music, countryside, cinema, 
seeking a lady 37-58 for a loving rela- 
tionship. Ashford. Box 464218 © 

BE THERE NOW Old romantic, 
loyal, honest, 43, 5ft7, brown hair, 
blue eyes, likes most things, WLTM 
female to settle down with and find 
love. Box 443410 oo 

ROMANTIC TYPE Loyal gent, 45, 
caring, romantic with a GSOH, looking 
for similar female, 25-45, slim/medi¬ 
um. I'm 5ft11, slim/medium build, 
brown hair/blue eyes. Single mums 
welcome. Hastings. Box 451334 © 
GOOD COOK Single dad, confident, 
nice smile, 42, 5' 10", nice build, single 
dad, own home, loves cooking, going 
out, sports, WLTM someone similar to 
me. Maidstone. Box 462077 © 

FANCY A FILM? Nice down-to- 
earth gent, 45, 5ft10, short hair, slim, 
likes swimming, reading, DVDs, chats, 
walks, anything really! Seeks likewise 
lady who likes a good chat. Chatham. 
Box 459876 ©_ 

GET HAPPY Easygoing guy with 
GSOH, 46, not bad looking, looking 
for someone to enjoy friendship, 
romance and maybe something more. 

Eastbourne. Box 461443 © _ 

GOOD COMPANY Maidstone 
based guy, I'm 47, 5ft9,m blond/blue 
eyes, and enjoy music, fishing, social¬ 
ising etc, seeking similar woman for 
good company. Box 464447_ 

MEET YOUR MATCH! Slim single 
dad, 47, works full time, looking for a 
slim/medium build lady, 25-50, chil¬ 
dren not a problem. Hobbies include, 
fishing, football, DIY and cooking. 
Dover. Box 462630 ©_ 

GAINING CONFIDENCE 47yr old 
chap, Brighton based, have my own 
company and I enjoy most things in 
life, seeks a fresh start with a genuine 
local lady. Box 463623 ©_ 

ROMANTIC GUY Easygoing man 
(47), 6ft2, medium build, looking for 
loving woman with children if possible. 

I have lovely 10 year old daughter, 
likes walks, motorbikes. Gillingham. 
Box 861948_ 

LOYAL AND HONOURABLE 
Teacher, 51, very fit and athletic, 
sporty, interested in music, love cook¬ 
ing,eating out, beach walks and more, 
seeks similar female soulmate. 
Seaford. Box 459075 ©_ 

BE MY LADY? Kind upbeat male, 
52, looking for a nice lady who's loyal 
and genuine and honest like myself, 
with many varied interests. Maidstone. 
Box 458618 ©_ 

MAKE A DATE Sincere male, 54, 
self-employed, 5'4" likes walks, drinks, 
dining out, cinema, all the usual 
things, seeking female companionship 
and more. St. Leonards. Box 461908 
©_ 

FIT LADY WANTED Canterbury 
area. I'm male, 54, 5ft9, fit and active, 
attractive. I'm outgoing with a GSOH 
and enjoy meals out, nights in, ani¬ 
mals, female company! Box 464416 
© 


MORE FUN WITH 2 Outgoing, 
sporty guy, 56, loves outdoor activities 
and enjoying life to the full. I'm tall, 
warm hearted and very affectionate 
and caring. Seaford. Box 862231 

GOOD COMPANIONSHIP 
Passionate guy, 57, easygoing, likes 
going to the gym, looking for fun 
woman for snuggles, cuddles and 
more. Get in touch! Box 460043 © 
LIKE IT MOST BY THE COAST! 
53yr old male, 6ft, brown hair, blue 
eyes, own company enjoys coast, 
countryside, seeks female, 40-60, for 
true love. Box 782206 ©_ 

ACTIVE AND ROMANTIC Single, 
attractive, affectionate male, 61, slim, 
5'10", likes walking, swimming, tennis, 
holidays, works, seeking a slim, 
cheerful lady to share life with. Bexhill. 
Box 464042_ 

HOLD MY HAND Separated male, 
61, honest and trust worthy, WLTM 
lady for walks, trips to seaside, cud¬ 
dles, and hopefully long term relation- 
ship. Box 445934 ©_ 

LOVE IS THE ANSWER Relied 
62yr old male, 6ft, blue eyes, solvent, 
hobbies include music, films, reading, 
American comics and football, WLTM 
a sweet lady for friendship/love. 

Heme Bay. Box 460106 ©_ 

A PAIR OF SCAVENGERS Gerrfiq 
easygoing widower, 65, OHAC, likes 
music, cycling, non-smoking, social 
drinker, seeks similar lady to enjoy the 
coast, boot sales and more with. 
Ashford. Box 456057©_ 

IN THE STARS Sincere male, 5'6" 
medium build, 65, likes music, reading 
seeking a nice, genuine lady, scorpio, 
virgo, cancer starsigns preferred. 
Maidstone. Box 460899 ©_ 

GREAT SENSE OF FUN Carir|ft 
sensitive widower, mid 60's, 5ft10, 
slim build, seeking a lady to share 
dining out, trips out and good times, 
companionship could lead to 
more...Maidstone. Box 862041 © 

A COUNTRY MEAL? 70yr old 
male, looking for a nice, genuine lady. 

I live in the Maidstone area, I'm a wid¬ 
ower and enjoy walking, camping, 
country pubs. Box 463961 ©_ 

GET TOGETHER Sjjpie male, slim 
build, 5'10", 12 stone, seeking a slim 
lady, no ties, 35-50 for a fun relation- 
ship. Box 463644 ©_ 

NATURE SPEAKS Sensitive poet, 
70, non smoker, loves nature and 
long walks, seeks companion to hold 
her hand. Kent. Box 463914 © 

Men 

seeking men 

FANCY A DVD? Caring gentle guy, 
45, slim, 5ft9, short hair, looking for 
guys in the Medway area for fun fore¬ 
most and then whatever else follows. 
Rochester. Box 459815 ©_ 

SUNNY SIDE UP Professions! 
male with GSOH, 45, 6ft, slim-medi¬ 
um build with short dark hair, looking 
for similar professional to enjoy life 
and settle down with. Brighton. Box 
462166 ©_ 

ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES Active 
52yr old man in fairly good shape, 
looking to meet a nice man for relax¬ 
ation, conversation and good times. 
Box 452249©_ 

HOPE YOU'RE THE ONEThanet 
male, 53, short hair with brown eyes, 
straight acting, loves theatre, dining 
out, music and more, seeking guy for 
LTR. Box 460800© 



TEXT REPLY: For your protection, you will not be allowed to swap contact 
details until you have exchanged five messages each. GUIDELINES: 
Private individuals seeking long-term, monogamous relationships may 
advertise in yourkentdating. We suggest that ads contain a self-descrip¬ 
tion, age range, and lifestyle description. We reserve the right to refuse 
or edit any ad for any reason. Ads may not be submitted by persons 
younger than 18 years of age for publication in yourkentdating. Also, no 
ads will be published seeking persons younger than 18 years of age. 
DISCLAIMER: KOS Media assumes no liability for the content of or reply 
to any personal advertisement. The advertiser assumes complete lia¬ 
bility for the content of all replies to any advertisement or recorded mes¬ 
sage and for any claims made against KOS Media as a result thereof. 
The advertiser agrees to indemnify and hold KOS Media harmless from 
all costs, expenses (including reasonable solicitor's fees), liabilities and 
damages resulting from or caused by the publication or recording placed 
by the advertiser or any reply to any such advertisement. If you are not 
a BT telephone customer, please contact your service provider for 
details of their charges. Service provided by g8wave Ltd. DATA PRO¬ 
TECTION: The People2People™ service is provided by g8wave Ltd, 10 
Tileyard Studios, Tileyard Road, London N7 9AH. g8wave Ltd will collect 
the details you provide when placing your ad, including your name and 
address and may use your information to send you details of other relat¬ 
ed services and events operated by the company. Your name and 
address, but no other data, may also be passed on to KOS Media who 
may use it for their own marketing purposes. Your ad may appear in 
other newspapers and on the People2People™ Internet site. If you are 
not a BT telephone customer, please contact your service provider for 
details of their charges, "yourkentdating" is a trademark of g8wave Ltd. 
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YOUR TV REVIEW 


YOUR WEEK'S HOROSCOPE 


BY RUSSELL GRANT 



■ BY TOM BETTS 


O TAKE ME OUT 

ITV 1,730pm, Saturday 

THE TV dating show must be a hard 
thing to get right. 

Let’s face it, going out on the pull 
is a national pastime - it always has 
been and always will be - but there 
are very few shows that have really 
addressed the subject. It must be 
the TV equivalent of trying to nail 
down jelly. 

Blind Date is the most obvious 
example, but despite dragging on 
for decades, that was hardly edgy 
or indeed relevant - especially as it 
was so obviously staged. 

Then there was Singled Out on 
MTV and Chris Evans’s ill-fated Boys 
and Girls, which sunk without trace 
in the early noughties. 

Other than that, I’m on to even 
more obscure shows, and that’s just 
weird for a subject that 99 per cent of 
us are interested in. 

I mean, if you’re not already in a 
relationship then you’re probably 
thinking about getting in one - and 
setting up other people is a sport for 
some. 

So fair play to ITV, who have taken 
a run at it in the form of Take Me Out. 

With lad-in-chief Paddy 
McGuinness at the wheel we meet 30 
single women who set about running 
the rule over several guys hoping to 
secure a date. 

After he has been probed and 
verbally prodded by all concerned, 
the girls decide whether to let their 
interest slide and buzz out, or stay in 
the game. 

Particularly cruel is the way that 
many drop out as soon as he says 
“Hello, my name is...”, showing that 
when it comes to judging a book by 
its cover women can be just as bad as 
men. 



PLAYING CUPID: Paddy McGuinness hosts 
ITV's newest dating programme Take Me Out 

After the set amount of rounds 
our subject must choose which girl to 
take out from those who remain, 
adding a bit of tension to matters. 

Credit to the guys who come 
forward, as watching the lights go 
out on your love life on national telly 
must be a bit embarrassing. 

One bloke’s humiliation was total 
when he ended up with nobody 
declaring an interest. 

In true Blind Date-style we get an 
update on how the big dates went the 
following week. 

It’s hardly highbrow entertainment, 
but it’s jovial enough and makes a 
change from the endless stream of 
Saturday night talent shows we have 
been bombarded with in recent 
months, even if it is, in truth, a bit of 
a meat market. 


AQUARIUS (Jan 21-Rib 19) 
YOUR mind, body and 
spirit are intimately con¬ 
nected. If you don’t feel well, it 
may be because you’re not emo¬ 
tionally fulfilled. Spending more 
time on pursuits that make you 
happy is essential. Steer clear of 
people whose religious or political 
beliefs are offensive to you. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Aquarius 09067-531762 

g^TAURUS (Apr 21-May 21) 
^JBjpA PERIOD of study is 
coming to a close and 
you’re a little sad as a result. The 
prospect of finding a practical use 
for your knowledge is a little 
daunting. Job opportunities are 
few and far between. Don’t beat 
yourself up for this turn of events. 
After all, it’s beyond your control. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Taurus 09067-531753 

LEU (Jul 24-Aug 23) 
r You long for privacy, but 
work demands keep 
crashing into your personal life. 
Share your knowledge and 
know-how with others. That way, 
people won’t have to run to you 
whenever there is an emergency. 
It’s the only sensible course of 
action to take. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Leo 09067-531756 




L PISCES (Feb 20-Mar 20) 
[RECENTLY, you’ve been 
neglecting friends, choos¬ 
ing to focus on a lover or young¬ 
ster’s needs instead. Now you’ve 
got to rejoin your social circle. 
Of course, you may be met with 
mixed reviews. 2010 is a year 
for building bridges and strength¬ 
ening ties. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Pisces 09067-531763 

GEMINI (May 22-Jun 22) 
f A SOURCE of income will 
be cut off, forcing you to 
find another way to earn money. 
Unfortunately, the kind of work 
you enjoy will be elusive. You 
might have to take a job just for 
the sake of paying your bills. Try 
not to dwell on your disappoint¬ 
ment. There is a silver lining. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Gemini 09067-531754 

^ VIRGO (Aug 24-Sep 23) 

FRIENDS are impatient 
for you to join their ranks, 
but you’re not ready yet. A 
romance, or promising creative 
project commands every ounce of 
your attention. Some will accuse 
you of being selfish for neglecting 
loved ones, but nobody realises 
how dependent they are on you. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Vigo 09067-531757 


ARIES (Mar 21-Apr 20) 
fA TENSE family situa¬ 
tion comes to an end. 
Moving away from meddling 
relatives comes as a huge relief. 
Check out the chances of doing 
some voluntary work, taking a 
challenging job or opening your 
own business are all positive 
ideas. Reach for the stars. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Aries 09067-531752 

y CANCER (Jun 23-Jul 23) 

This is the time to put an 
m end to an image that no 
longer serves your interests. 
You’re tired of being the one every¬ 
one comes to for guidance. 
Pursuing your own star should be 
your first priority. If that means 
shaking off some overly depend¬ 
ent people, so be it. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Cancer 09067-531755 


c 


SCORPIO (Oct 24-Nov 22) 

| ALL the experience in the 
world has not prepared 
you for the challenges ahead. You 
just have to trust your instincts 
when it comes to dealing with a 
troubled relative. Whatever the 
reason for this animosity, you’ve 
got to address it in a direct fashion 
at the start of the year. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Scorp 09067-531759 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov23-Dec21) 

| SEXUAL hang ups are 
making you miserable. If 
you’ve had trouble maintaining a 
long-term relationship, think about 
getting some counselling. Adopting 
a healthier attitude to life and love 
is critical to your happiness. You 
can find the kind of love you’ve 
always wanted this year. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Sagittarius 09067-531760 


LIBRA (Sep 24-0ct23) 
r CAREER matters could 
come to a head in 2010. It 
may be necessary to decide 
between work and family. A once 
in a lifetime opportunity depends 
on your moving to a different loca¬ 
tion. Putting this much distance 
between you and your loved ones 
makes you nervous. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Liira 09067-531758 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22 Jan 20) 

j AN intimate relationship 
needs to undergo some 
serious changes. The problem is, 
this person has taken all of your 
sacrifices for granted. You have to 
consider whether you want to stay 
committed to such a relationship. 
Set the tone for the coming year 
by putting your needs first. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Capricorn 09067-531761 

Calls cost 75p per minute. Service provided by g8wave London N7 
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CRYPTIC CLUES 

ACROSS 

1 Stairs adorn part of ship (6-4) 

7 Only one per person but several people can make one (4) 

9 Webb waving goodbye to town in South Wales (4,4) 

10 Find it painful to be an informer (6) 

11 Single bit of scientific research? (10) 

14 Aromatic river ebbing fast (8) 

15 Novice, your first musician (6) 

16 Purple plant (6) 

18 Missile entered news broadcast (8) 

20 Agree to keep in touch (10) 

23 Mark, Greek character went round Thailand (6) 

24 Something put on caught out of harmful habit (8) 

25 Brother cultivated more than half the berries (4) 

26 In all directions at each place in guestion (10) 

DOWN 

2 Part of ear used to hear cello better (4) 

3 Go west then north for the dress (4) 

4 Bar part performed with ease, say (7) 

5 1, say, notice rudimentary organ (7) 

6 Makes trellis camouflage flighty creature (7) 

7 Great outcry when colourful racehorse rose (4,6) 

8 Symptomatic? (10) 

12 It flies the police about over the river (10) 

13 Encourage unfashionable rogue to take right flag (5,5) 

17 Locates variety that is in proportion (2,5) 

18 Ordered bird in patterned fabric (7) 

19 Boy with unknown time of fame in March (4,3) 

21 Long to take the item with honour (4) 

22 Number said to be in favour (4) 



SCRIBBLE HERE 


1 


QUICK CLUES 

ACROSS 

I Boxing match (10) 

7 Wader (4) 

9 Thaw (8) 

10 Amend (6) 

II Feasting (10) 

14 Plundered (8) 

15 Clothing container (6) 

16 Beset with bad luck (6) 

18 Talkative person (8) 

20 Very guietly (10) 

23 Raiser (anag.) (6) 

24 Hypocritical (3-5) 

25 Constellation near Draco (4) 

26 Nap (5,5) 


DOWN 

2 Undersized pig (4) 

3 Zilch (4) 

4 Distasteful lodgings (4-3) 

5 Gathered corn left by reaper (7) 

6 Per (7) 

7 Reguest(10) 

8 Details (3,3,4) 

12 Clearness of the atmosphere (10) 

13 Egyptian port (10) 

17 Female side (7) 

18 Bristle (anag.) (7) 

19 Study of the earth (7) 

21 West African country (4) 

22 Writing-table (4) 
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Answers to all of this week's quizzes can be found on our website 


CRYPTIC SOLUTION Noll9 
ACROSS: 1 Jaunting-car 9 Stanza 10 
Ailment 12 Reroute 14 Dowager 15 Six 
thousand 16 Two 17 Mod 19 Rallying-cry 
22 Twelfth 23 Necktie 24 Venison 25 
Bleach 26 Fleet Street. DOWN: 2 Anthrax 
3 Nonsuch 4 Ida 5 Grand Canyon 6 Allowed 
7 Weight 8 Stereotyped 11 Presumptive 13 
Equal chance 18 Duenna 19 Refusal 20 
Nuclear 21 Cuticle 25 Bus. 

QUICK SOLUTION Nol20 
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Kent's local 
community website 

• Property TV • Motors TV 

• Leisure TV • Business TV 

• Sports TV 


KOS 

media 

Award Winning Company 


(Jtj) Community TV Sponsored by P&033L Ferries 



























































































































foodforkent.co.uk 

GO GREEN... ORDER FRESH LOCAL PRODUCE ONLINE 

Local detox box OC30 contains 2L fresh juice, 600g fish, 1 kg of apples and pears, 

7 mixed veg, 500g diced chicken breast, 500g brown rice, fruit spread and dried fruit snack. 
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FOR local homes in your area and across the rest of the countyvisitpropertyforkent.co.uk 

propertyf©rkent .•* 


Estate agents see mixed 
fortunes for coming year 

■ BY NICK AMES 


PROPERTY NEWS 

Slump increases choice 
for first-time buyers 

FIRST-time buyers are reaping the ben¬ 
efit of the British property slump. 

Properties in almost 40 per cent of 
areas of the UK are now within their 
price range, a study claimed. 

The average first-time buyer property 
could now be bought by someone on 
average earnings in 39 per cent of local 
authority districts, according to the 
Halifax bank. 

The situation is a marked improve¬ 
ment on 2007, when homes in only six 
per cent of areas could be bought by 
someone on average earnings. 

Potential first-time buyers on average 
pay would need to have spent about 27 
per cent of their disposable income on 
mortgage payments in November 2009, 
compared to the 50 per cent they would 
have had to spend in June 2007. 

The improvement in affordability has 
come through a combination of lower 
interest rates and house price falls. 

But many first-time buyers have been 
unable to take advantage of the situa¬ 
tion, due to tighter lending criteria. 

Figures from the Council of Mortgage 
Lenders show the average person buy¬ 
ing their first home with a mortgage put 
down a deposit of 25 per cent of their 
property’s value for most of 2009. 

The average price of a property bought 
by a first-time buyer was £133,794 in 
2009,10 per cent less than in 2008. 

Rents likely to rise as 
new instructions fall 


EXPERTS have been looking into 
their crystal balls to predict the 
property market’s future over the 
next 12 months, with varying 
results. 

While Hamptons International and 
Chesterton Humberts expect prices to rise by 
3 to 5 per cent and 2 per cent respectively dur¬ 
ing the course of this year, their fellow estate 
agent Savills predicts falls of 6.6 per cent 

This time last year, the doom and gloom sur¬ 
rounding the property market were unremit¬ 
ting from all quarters, with even estate agents 
- usually accused of talking up the market - 
predicting a continuing slide. 

However, according to most market analysts, 
they were proved wrong in many ways. 

In most cases, first-time buyers remained 
shut out of the market by the banks for most 
of 2009, tumbling mortgage rates meant prop¬ 
erty ownership became much more affordable 
for those who already owned — helping keep 
repossessions below the high levels predicted. 

Equally significant was the shortage of prop- 
erty. 

Holding out for higher prices, homeowners 



have been reluctant to put their houses up for 
sale, leaving buyers to fight amongst them¬ 
selves. The inevitable result has been a 
rising market, where overseas purchasers, 
lured by the weak pound, have added to the 
competition. 

The Bank of England is an important factor. 


Most commentators expect the Bank rate to 
remain at its record low of 0.5 per cent for a 
good few months. The next movement must be 
upwards, even though it could be some years 
before it returns to the high of 5.75 per cent 
reached at the peak of the market in the sec¬ 
ond half of 2007. 

Predicting the balance of supply and 
demand remains more difficult. 

Also crucial is what will happen to demand, 
which could be set back by rising unemploy¬ 
ment, the continuing squeeze on incomes and 
an end to the stamp duty holiday on homes 
priced from £125,000 to £175,000. 

Hometrack, the property data company, 
reported a 2.2 per cent drop in new-buyer reg¬ 
istrations last month — the first such fall 
since January 2009. 

“Rich households could continue to put 
upward pressure on prices in localised mar¬ 
kets in 2010,” said Richard Donnell, its direc¬ 
tor of research. 

“However, a sustainable recovery in the 
housing market needs a broader base of 
buyers.” 

Uncertainty ahead of this spring’s general 
election could add to caution. 

Whatever the overall figure, there seems lit¬ 
tle doubt that Kent, London and the rest of the 
south east will continue to outperform the rest 
of the country this year, and into 2011 as well. 


Protect your home as mercury falls 



THE Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors (RICS) expects to see rent 
rises in the coming months. 

In its residential lettings survey cover¬ 
ing the third quarter of 2009, surveyors 
reported that the number of rental prop¬ 
erties coming on to the market fell, for 
the first time since January 2008. 

Optimism over rents has therefore 
increased for the first time since July 
2008, with only 4 per cent of surveyors 
still reporting falling, rather than rising, 
rents. 

In addition, 22 per cent of respondents 
expected rents to rise rather than fall in 
the next three months, as a net balance 
of 11 per cent of surveyors saw new 
instructions falling, rather than rising. 

The report states: “This is in stark con¬ 
trast to levels seen late last year when 
the housing market was still suffering 
from falling prices and many would-be 
sellers were turning to the lettings mar¬ 
ket when their houses failed to sell.” 



THE winter months are now upon us and 
website Confused.com is offering homeowners 
advice on how homes can be kept warm while 
temperatures outside are frosty. 

Freezing conditions can burst pipes, along 
with heavy gusts of wind which can damage 
buildings and roofs. 

Snowfall can also spell travelling trouble for 
those needing to get from A to B. All elements 
can result in problems for people who are 
caught unaware of a frosty mother nature. 

Darren Black, head of home insurance at 
Confused.com said: “Winter is the time when 
all homeowners want to have nice cosy homes 
for some respite from the cold. 

“In order to create this warm, safe haven, 
essential checks need to be carried out. 
Prevention is certainly better than cure when 
it comes to an emergency in the home, so peo¬ 
ple need to clear out guttering, lag pipes and 
wrap up any outside taps.” 

Advice from Confused.com which will help 
minimise home disasters includes: 

• Clear the guttering and drain pipes of any 
leaves and debris. This will reduce the risk of 
blockages occurring. 

• Cut back trees and large hedges which could 
cause damage if they are blown down. 


• Wrap up outside taps with material which 
will act as a jacket from the cold. 

• Chimneys should be swept regularly. 

• Make sure that your loft is insulated, pre¬ 
venting valuable heat from escaping 

• If you are leaving the home for a while, do 
not switch the heating off. If you turn thermo¬ 
stats down in a frost, pipes will burst resulting 
in water damage 


• Make sure your boiler is serviced on a regu¬ 
lar basis. As winter puts strains on them, 
checks need to be done to ensure they can cope 
under the additional heating pressure. 

• When the heating is switched on, carbon 
monoxide detectors are a good idea. These will 
alert you to any dangerous levels of the chem¬ 
ical within the home. In order to avoid such a 
leak, regular boiler checks are essential. 


YOU CAN DISCOVER HOW ONE ESTATE IN THE COUNTY IS BEING 
REGENERATED. SEARCH 'STANHOPE' (6) propertyforkent.co.uk 


Property tv sponsored by www.themortgageshop.co.uk 
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Ward 

& Partners 




To view all our homes: 

wardandpartners.co.uk 



Loose I Offers Over £600,000 

• Recently Constructed 4 Bed Farmhouse, 1/2 Acre Plot 

• 2 Receptions, Study, Kitchen/Family Room, Utility 

• Cloakroom, En Suite, Open Frame Double Garage 

LOOSE OFFICE I 01622 744067 


wardandpartners.co.uk 


Hailing I £525,000 

• Beautiful 4/5 Bedroom Detached Flome With Stunning 

• River Countryside Views, Garage and Parking for 

• Approx 7 Cars, Picturesque Garden With Hot Tub 

SNODLAND OFFICE I 01634 245055 



Maidstone I £400,000 - £440,000 

• Substantial 5 Bed Edwardian Semi Detached House 

• Accommodation Over 3 Floors, Lounge, Study 

• Dining Room, Off Road Parking, Sought After Location 

MAIDSTONE OFFICE I 01622 683737 



Bearsted I £340,000 - £370,000 

• Superb 3 Bedroom Family Home On Large Plot 

• Modern Open Plan Kitchen, 18’ Sun Room 

• Detached Garage, 180’ Garden, No Chain 

BEARSTED OFFICE I 01622 730955 



True Grit! 

With the current Cold Snap ‘our’ offices 
are still open for business! 

Don’t freeze your move till it thaws! 

Get moving. Call today. 

0800 85 44 99 


Henry, 

it’s that chap from 
Ward & Partners. 


Ward 

& Partners 

Don’t they 
ever close, 
Geraldine! 



Ward 

& Partners 


Kingswood I £300,000 - £330,000 

• Extended 4 Bedroom Family Home 

• 3 Reception Areas, Study/Utility 

• Modern Bathroom, Large Rear Garden 

BEARSTED OFFICE I 01622 730955 


Bearsted: 01622 730955 Kings Hill: 01732 222211 


Larkfield: 01732 847877 


Loose: 01622 744067 


Maidstone: 01622 683737 Snodland: 01634 245055 
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IbbettMosely 

RESIDENT I/M 




MEREWORTH £899,950 

A superb 5 bedroom Grade II Listed house with 2 reception rooms and 
Conservatory. Separate detached Oast House (currently Gym and Games 
Room) ideal for conversion, subj to Planning. Double Garage. Approx 1.75 Acre. 
West Mailing 01732 842668 



KINGS HILL £799,950 

Five/six bedroom Wates built detached house in an excellent position 
backing woodlands and situated within an exclusive gated area on the 
outskirts of Kings Hill. 

West Mailing 01732 842668 



BIRLING £749,995 

An outstanding detached 4 bedroom ragstone home with 1 bedroom 
detached Annexe standing in grounds of approx 3/4 acre. Viewing of this 
impressive property is highly recommended. 

West Mailing 01732 842668 




KINGS HILL £650,000 

Greatly improved 5 bedroom Executive style detached house in a small cul- 
de-sac close to the Golf Course and having a two storey extension and sun 
room extension to the rear. 

West Mailing 01732 842668 



EAST MALLING £450,000 

4 double bedroom detached house on approx 1/4 Acre plot with extensive 
parking, spacious Kitchen/Diner and garden. 


West Mailing 01732 842668 



LEYBOURNE £295,000 

Four bedroom detached house set on a corner position on this popular 
development. 


West Mailing 01732 842668 


EAST MALLING £575,000 

An extremely well presented five bedroom detached property in a 
picturesque plot next to a spring water duck pond. 

West Mailing 01732 842668 



EAST MALLING £325,000 

Three bedroom Ragstone Cottage in a rural location with views to 
surrounding countryside. Attractively presented, having been refurbished 
throughout in recent years. 

West Mailing 01732 842668 



EAST MALLING £285,000 

Luxury ground floor apartment in converted Mill offering spacious 
accommodation in the heart of East Mailing village and featuring enclosed 
view to stream in Dining room. 

West Mailing 01732 842668 


EAST MALLING £499,950 

An excellent 4 bedroom home conveniently situated in a quiet close near 
East Mailing’s historic church and about 1/2 mile from the station. Sitting 
room; Dining room; Study. Pretty walled rear garden. 

West Mailing 01732 842668 



MEREWORTH £315,000 

Extended 3 bedroom semi detached cottage situated in a superb position 
adjacent to open countryside with panoramic views over surrounding 
farmland and beyond. NO CHAIN 
West Mailing 01732 842668 



WEST MALLING £210,000 

Unique two bedroom mews cottage in the heart of the High Street, featuring 
an open-plan modern Kitchen/Diner, spacious Living area and Mezzanine 
level over Kitchen, no chain. 

West Mailing 01732 842668 


RICS 

The mark of 

property professionalism worldwide 


f ' rightmove^.* 


FindaProperty.com 


... e name you can trust 
Associated olfoes in Kent 
Surrey, Sussex and London 

www.ibbettmosely.co.uk 
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Geering&Colyer 

Moving you since 1910 




Maidstone 01622 759891 

maidstone@geeringandcolyer.com 



Maidstone £147,950 


A two bedroom terraced home both with built in wardrobes. Re fitted kitchen, gas central heating and sealed 
unit double glazing. There is also a landscaped garden and allocated parking. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



Vinters Park, Offers in excess of £162,500 


CHAIN FREE. An improved end of terraced home with no ongoing chain. Benefits from a re-fitted kitchen 
with appliances and is newly carpeted throughout. Garden, garage and parking. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



Maidstone £89,950 


A Grade II listed three bedroom end of terrace cottage 
located in the town centre. The accommodation is 
arranged over three floors and there is no forward chain. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



Maidstone £116,000 


A three bedroom terraced home with off road parking and 
no forward chain. This property benefits from a large rear 
garden and is Stamp Duty Free. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



Maidstone £125,000 


A two bedroom end of terrace home with two receptions 
together wit a modern fitted kitchen and bathroom. Gas 
central heating, double glazing and a low maintenance 
garden. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



Diamonds and love... 

Selling property f 
and Geering m^ ^jk 
& Colyer... a 


Some things in life 
are just meant to be 



Maidstone £129,950 


A one bedroom bungalow for the over 55's. No ongoing 
chain, double glazing, electric storage heating and has a 
low maintenance corner plot garden. 



Two bedroom terrace house. Gas fired central heating. 
Double glazing. Off road parking. Viewing recommended. 


Maidstone Office 


01622 759891 Maidstone Office 


01622 759891 



Maidstone OIEO £105,000 


A unique two bedroom Grade II Listed terraced home. 
Arranged over three floors with modern kitchen and 
bathroom but does require some work. There are two loft 
rooms. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 





Langley £120,000 

Two bedroom first floor maisonette with gas central heating 
and double glazing. The property is situated in a village 
location approximately six miles from Maidstone. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 



A first floor two bedroom apartment which was a show 
home. On site concierge and security conscious gated 
development. Two bedrooms (one ensuite), living room 
with doors to the balcony. 

Maidstone Office 01622 759891 


geeringandcolyer e com 


www.mortgagescountrywide.co.uk 


o 


< :♦ I 


f n^itmov^ , 


gtobrix. 


homes24 


C 


FindaProperty.con 


Homes 


Home 

CCPi 


’roperty 


FindaNewHome.coi 
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Ivl ft 1111 Countrywide 

Successfully Selling Since 1891 

Sales 

Part of Countrywide PLC - The largest Estate Agency group 



Weavering 

Two bedroom bungalow 
• double glazing 
central heating 
« garage 

attractive garden 


£222,500 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 



We require more properties for registered 
buyers waiting to move 


C n^itmove 4 •» 





Weavering 

Three bedroom detached house 
conservatory, ensuite shower room 
integral garage 

£295,000 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 


Bearsted 

Very attractive two bedroom bungalow 
good sized rear garden, conservatory 
double glazing, excellent condition 

£264,995 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 



Maidstone 

attractive three bedroom detached 
ensuite, kitchen/diner, lounge 
converted garage used as a games room 
Offers in excess of £260,000 

CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 


Coxheath 

• well presented two bedroom 

detached bungalow in village location 
easy reach of local amenities 
£249,950 

CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 



Harrietsham 

Three bedroom link detached house 
Two receptions. En-suite Shower Rm 
Utility Room 

£239,950 


Weavering 

three bedroom semi detached 
Refitted kitchen, bathroom & en-suite 
Gas fired central heating. D. glazing 

£219,995 


CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 


l'» i ' 



Maidstone 

Extended two bedroom bungalow 
• No chain. Garage 
Off street parking 

OIEO £199,995 

CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 


Maidstone 

• spacious older terrace home 

• 2 receptions. Kitchen. 2 bedrooms 
Bathroom. D. glazed, central heating 

£182,500 

CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 


-V 

—Ml 

•WTi_i T IP m4 


Maidstone 

four bedroom end of terrace 
modern kitchen, bathroom 
newly fitted carpet 

OIEO £164,950 

CALL OUR MAIDSTONE OFFICE 01622 757213 


* 

FindaProperty.com 


£obrix. 


homes24 




Weavering 

• Two bedroom cottage 
Refurbishment required 
No chain. Rear garden 

OIEO £110,000 

CALL OUR GROVE GREEN OFFICE 01622 735513 


manncountrywide.co.uk 


Successfully 
selling properties 
in the current 
market 

Considering 
selling your 
home? 


Local Offices 

Ashford 

01233 639934 

Canterbury 

01227 454125 

Grove Green 

01622 735513 

Maidstone 

01622 757213 

Sheerness 

01795 660255 

Sittingbourne 

01795 426961 

Willesborough 

01233 635737 


Is 


D3 

Ofc 

us 


COLD WINNER 

www.estateagentoftheyearxom 



"HE 

Megoltoaitoir 

AUlADftC TfYJO 


AWARDS 2009 

WITHER 


mortgagescountrywide.co.uk 
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Bairstow eves 


Maidstone 01622 691554 

maidstone@bairstoweves.co.uk 


Countrywide 


West Mailing 

£ 1 * 


Offers in excess of £270,000 


Unique extended three bedroom semi¬ 
detached house. Office & cloakroom. 
West Mailing village a short distance away. 


Barming 



£274,995 


Hallway with downstairs w/c, lounge/ 
diner kitchen plus a study, rear garden. 
3 beds, bathroom and en-suite shower. 


Maidstone 



£279,995 


Viewing recommended. Popular 
location. Convenient for local amenities. 
Parking to front. Four bedrooms. 


Maidstone 



Offers in excess of £335,000 


Lounge, dining room, kitchen and 
breakfast area with utility/cloakroom. 4 
beds, bathroom and ensuite shower. 


Maidstone 



£349,995 


Separate receptions in lounge and 
dining room. Kitchen/breakfast room. 
Four bedrooms. Bathroom. 



Offers in excess of £350,000 


Unique and imposing period house. 
Four beds and three reception rooms. 
Double garage and gated driveway. 



£364,995 


Four bed detached family home. Three 
receptions. Cloakroom. Family kitchen. 
Family bathroom. En-suite shower rm. 



£375,000 


Four bedroom detached family home 
with double garage, lake views and 
three receptions. Viewing essential. 



£380,000 


Rarely available three bed detached 
family with double storey extension. 
Two receptions, kitchen with utility. 



£450,000 


Unique four bedroom bungalow in 
semi rural village location. Double 
garage. Viewing essential. 


www.bairstoweves.co.uk 


www. m o rtgagesco u ntry wi d e .co.u k 



Looking for a new pad? 


Search and find 1000s of Kent homes online 


What houses have been 
sold in the area 


© Look for what schools 
are in the area 

© Look for transport 
links in the area 


Find the nearest 
local supermarkets 


PropertyforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find a new home in the County 
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i 3 Bedroom Semi Detached 
i Law Kurteiurice Rear Gardens | 
i No Onward Char 

Enquire Larkfield 


£ 174,995 


West Mailing 



t 2 Bedroom Semi Detached 
■ Rdorbrihed.'Lfegraded Within 
i Close froodmiy To Town Centie 

EnqLire West Mailing 


DON'T TELL EVERYONE 

Simon Miller & Company are 
giving £250 to the seller of every 
home that comes to market* 

If you believe that we are the best agent to sell your 
home simply instruct Simon Miller & Company 
and receive £250. 

*Terms and Conditions apply 

-Tj 


www.shhdonttelleveryone 


.co.uk 


i Spacious Family Size Home 
i Three Bedrooms IHjs Garage 
i No Chain Sale 

Enquire Lenham 


Larkfield 

01732 875706 

Lenham 

01622 850870 

Maidstone 

01622 691255 

Snodland 

01634 240966 

West Mailing 
01732 8441 I I 

Lettings Office 

01732 875777 


Harrietsham 



i Large Detached Bungalow 
i Edge Of Popiiar Village 
» Driveway & Garage 

Enquire Lenham 



I I Bedroom Apartment 
i Allocated Parking Space 
i Vacant Possessor! 

Enquire M^idwone 


£100,000 - £i 10,000 


■ A Bedrocm Detached Home 

■ 2* Krtcten/BrcaWast 

■ Dcubfe Garage And 

Enquire Larkfield 


3 Cheesebnds, Bddenden. Kent. 
TN27 8HJ. We advse that an 
offer has been made tor the 
above property in the sum of 
L 137.500 Any persons wishing 
to ricrease on this offer should 
notify the agerts of thor best 
offer within the next 7 days. 

Simon Miter & Company: 
Headcorn - 01622 8900&9 


i 5 Bedroom Detached Property 
i Potential For 2 Bedroom Annex 
i Plot Approx 1/4 Acre 

Enquire West Mailing 


i 2 Bedroom Park Home 
i En-5uitc to Master Bedroom 
i Bus Service to Vllage 

Enquire Headcorn 


■ Mocem 2 Bedroom Terrace 

■ Town Centre Location 

■ Allocated farkng 

Enquire Maidstone 



i Desirable Detached Home 
i Three Bedrooms Wrth Ensuite 
i Qose To The Village Centre 

Enquire Lenham 


£259,995 


l Sheridan Desgn Detached 
i Kitchen And Separate Utfity 
l En Suite ~k Maste r Bedroom 

Enquire Larkfield 


O.I.E.O. £299,995 


i 3 Bedroom Detached 
i En-Sute & Downstairs WC 
i Beauirfjly Presented 

Enquire Headcorn 


£275,000 - £295,000 


Shh... 

Don’t 

Tell 

Everyone 


wvs^w.simonmiller.co.uk 
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The Street, Detling £775 

Two bedroom cottage, GCH, close 
to the motorway links and town 
centre. 


Rochester Street, Chatham £650 

2 bedroom refurbished terrace, gas 
central heating, town centre 
location. 


St Anne Court, Maidstone £600 

Two bedroom terrace house, rear 
garden, lovely quiet retirement 
development. 


Oswald Drive, Rochester £795 

Three bedroom town house, GCH, 
DG, rear garden, parking. 


Sheals Crescent, Maidstone £650 

Three bedroom property, GCH, DG, 
rear garden, close to the town 
centre. 


Stanhope House, Maidstone £600 

Two bedroom top floor flat, electric 
heating, en-suite and parking. 


Melville Road, Maidstone £650 

Two bedroom terrace, gas central 
heating, garden. 


Buckland Hill, Maidstone £650 

Two bedroom apartment, electric 
heating, town centre location. 


entury 

■ettings 


We are offering discounted 
management rates for a short time 
only, please call for more 
information. 


enquiries@centurylettings.co.uk 


Tel: 01622 203 217 39 Lower Stone Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 6LH 
www.centurylettings.co.uk enquiries@centurylettings.co.uk 


^ Find detailsofallourpropertiesat j 


r rightmovec 

The UK's number one property v» 
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www.connells.co.uk 

www.rightmove.co.uk 

Maidstone Branch 



Connells 



• First Floor Studio 

• Share of Freehold 

• No Onward Chain 

• Ideal Investment Buy!! 


Maidstone 


£ 169,995 


Maidstone 


£ 187,000 



• Three Bedrooms 

» Double Glazing & Central bleating 

• Downstairs Bathroom 

• Parking 


• Extended Three Bedroom End of Terrace 

• Cloakroom & Reception/New Kitchen 

• Double Glazed where stated 

• Off Road Parking 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


Grove Hill House, Tunbridge Wells 
Connells are now in receipt of an 
offer for the sum of £349,950 
for Apartment 9, Grove Hill 
House, Grove Hill Road, 
Tunbridge Wells TNI 1SB. 
Anyone wishing to place an offer 
on the property should contact 
Connells, 5 Vale Road, 
Tunbridge Wells TNI IBS, 
Telephone 01892 547966, prior 
to exchange of contracts 



Boughton Monchelsea 


• Four Bedroom Semi Detached Cottage 

• Bespoke Kitchen 

• Ensuite To The Master Bedroom 

• Double Garage & Off Road Park 



• 3 Bedroom Semi Detached Chalet Bungalow 

• Double Garage to the Rear 

• Lounge/dining room 

• Ensuite 



• Beautiful detached property 

• 3 bedrooms/ Master with ensuite 

• Garage & driveway 

• No Chain 



• 2 Double Bedroom Semi 

• Garage & Driveway 

• Corner Plot 

• Rear Patio and Garden 



• Imaculate apartment in semi rural location 

• Modern fitted kitchens 

• Private garden with access to side 

• Allocated parking space 



• One bedroom maisonette 

• Off road parking 

• Ideal for 1st time buyers 

• Communal garden 



• Charming House over three floors 

• Well presented throughout 

• Situated in a no through road 

• Country Style Kitchen 



• Attractive Two Bedroom Apartment 

• Ensuite to Master Bedroom 

• Allocated Parking 

• Fitted Kitchen 


I 


Tel: 0845 8732419 • maidstone@connells.co.uk www.connells.co.uk 


www.connells.co.uk 

www.rightmove.co.uk 

Maidstone Branch 



Connells 



• One bedroom flat on first floor 
and one on ground floor 

• Living room. Kitchen 

• Bathroom with shower over bath 



• One bedroom ground floor flat 

• Kitchenette with cooker & fridge 

• Large living/dining room 


• Double bedroom & large bathroom 



• One bedroom house 

• Gardens to front & rear with shed 

• Cooker in kitchen 

• Large bedroom with wardrobe unit 



• 2 bedroom property 

• Modern fitted kitchen 

• Modern bathroom with electric shower 

• Rear enclosed garden NO PETS SORRY 



• 3 bedroom house in Marden 


• Modern kitchen with appliances 

• Rear garden with summer house 

• Off road parking, near to Station 



• 2 bedroom house FURNISHED 

• Kitchen, cellar, rear garden 

• Living room, dining room & bathroom 

• Available Feb 2010 



• 2/3 bedroom terrace house 

• Kitchen , bathroom, 

• Living room, 2 bedrooms 

• Ear garden, on street parking 



£695 


Bluett Street 


• Near to Maidstone Centre, 

• Rear enclosed garden, 

• Through lounge & big kitchen 


• 2 bedrooms and bathroom 



• 2 boat shaped apartments 


• Bedroom with ensuite shower room 

• Open plan living room with kitchen 

• Allocated parking, near to town centre 



• 4 bed house suitable for sharers 

• Furnished with basin in each bedroom 

• Shower room, 2 reception rooms 

• ear garden, on road parking 



• Three bedroom family house 

• Rear enclosed garden with shed 

• Off road parking 

• 2 bedrooms, shower in bathroom 



• Four bedroom detached house 

• Two reception rooms 

• Modern fitted kitchen 

• Bathroom with electric shower 




Tel: 0845 8732419 • maidstonelet@connells.co.uk 


www.connells.co.uk 
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Make a wise move 


Find the ideal home in the right location 







rah 


© 


% 



What houses have been 
sold in the area 

Look for what schools 
are in the area 

Look for transport 
links in the area 

Find the nearest 
local supermarkets 


9 


1 







Use www.PropertyfbrKent.co.uk where you can 
search through more than 10,000 homes for sale 
across the county. 

Online you can view full property particulars, 
location map and agents details, plus find out 
about current house prices in the area, schools, 
transport links and even where the nearest 
supermarket is. 


I 




I % 


% 


PropertyforKent.co.uk 


The smart way to find your next home 



POWERED BY KOS MEDIA 












carsf0rkent.co.uk 



Cult of 500 helps sales 
reach a five-year high 

FIAT has shown the strength of its 
recovery in the UK by posting its best 
sales in five years, despite the recession. 

The Italian brand, buoyed by more 
than 24,000 sales of its Fiat 500 retro 
cult car, registered 60,337 cars here last 
year, compared with 55,325 in 2008. 

It also reported healthy sales for its 
Alfa Romeo and newly re-launched 
Abarth sporting brands and impressive 
rises in secondhand valuations: those for 
the Grande Punto supermini and Panda 
city car both rose around a quarter. 



Mazda targets private 
sector to keep growth 

KENT-based Mazda UK finished 2009 
as the only major car marque to record 
eight consecutive years of market 
growth - its 2.4 per cent share topped its 
2008 record. 

The 48,000 sales were also ahead of 
those forecast, helped by 17,000 sales of 
the Mazda2 supermini - the most 
successful Mazda line ever in this countiy. 

Mazda UK MD Jeremy Thomson said 
such a record in tough times was a 
tribute to its dealers and a strategy of 
concentrating on private sales. 



Aveo joins Chevy style 
brigade with new look 

CHEVROLET, having just opened order 
books for the aptly named Spark city car, 
has shown how it will apply similarly 
sharp styling to the next generation 
Aveo supermini. 

This is the sporty teaser unveiled at 
the Detroit motor show; it is longer, 
wider and more spacious than the 
current production Aveo - due for the 
chop in 2011. Chevrolet Europe chief 
Wayne Brannon said: “The new Aveo 
will be completely in tune with the 
striking new Cruze and Spark.” 



TOP MARQUE: Volkswagen's new Polo recently scooped the European Car of the Year for 2010, beating off stiff competition from Toyota's innovative IQ and the Vauxhall Astra 

Polo has perfect timing 
to match current mood 


VOLKSWAGEN’S smart new Polo 
brought the European Car of the 
Year to the German marque for 
first time since the Golf Mk Ill’s 
1992 COTY win. 

It also pipped strong challenges for the 2010 
gong from the innovative Toyota IQ city car 
and powerful new Vauxhall Astra. 

This fifth generation car - I’m discounting 
some dodgy facelifts sometimes touted as ‘new’ 
models - is classier, lighter and roomier to 
match the modem supermini trend; you can 
happily downsize and economise with this 
after giving up something larger. 

Styling echoes the latest Golf and VW’s 
reborn Scirocco and yet it rightly lacks the 
visual verve of the latest Ford Fiesta. 

For it may be a small car - though looking 
about the same size as the original Golf - but 
the Polo has always been something of a 
premium buy and ought to be more reserved. 

A seemingly rock solid interior is well- 
arranged and uses high quality soft touch 
plastics and well designed seats. Easy fold-flat 
rear seats allow for extra large cargoes and 


ROAD TEST 



I BY STEVE LOADER 


STAR QUALITY 


Driving appeal 


Image 

Space 

Value 

Running costs 
Reliability 


★★★★ 


★★★★★ 

★★★★★ 

★★★★★ 

★★★★ 

★★★★★ 


Green rating 


★★★★ 


there is ample stowage around the car. 

Any lingering qualms about chopping an 
older and bigger motor for this three or five- 
door baby are then finally banished by a tidy 
drive, plus a ride quality and refinement that 
really would not disgrace a car two sizes bigger. 

Some of this is undone by the buzzy little 
70PS (69bhp) three-cylinder petrol unit in our 
Polo 1.2-litre SE five-door test car (£11,995), 
but I don’t dislike this engine; steady cruising 
is no problem and the crisp gearshift and sure¬ 
footed handling make it entertaining on 
quieter roads. And despite VW championing of 
the diesel cause generally, 83 per cent of new 
Polo sales are expected to be petrol. 

Even with a five-speed gearbox, the test car 
can average around 50mpg and is a relatively 
low emitter (128g/km C02), though still 
incurring annual road tax of £120 against the 
£35 of its current 1.6-litre diesel equivalents 
and tax exemption for the forthcoming 
BlueMotion eco model. 

The diesel can also average around 65mpg, 
but the petrol versus diesel choice is much 
harder than before, especially when you can 
get into a petrol Polo for as little as £9,435 - 
diesel entry price is an astonishing £12,605. 





SEE M0TDRSTV FOR 
MORE ROAD TESTS 
I BY STEVE LOADER a |y 

yourkenttv.co.uk -.-.. I 

Need a new car? Then visit wwwxarsfbrkentco.uk 























38 yourmaidstone.co.uk 


Telephone advertising: 01303 817110 Email advertising@kosmedia.co.uk 




NEARLY NEW 59 09 PLATE AND 58 REG 
CARS ALL OF WHICH ARE ACTUALLY IN STOCK!!!! 


FOCUS 2-0 TITANIUM AUTO PAS ESTATE SEA GREY 100 MILES.£16995 

ZAFIRA 19 EXCLUSIVE DIESEL AUTO PAS BLACK MET DEL MILES.£16995 

FOCUS 1-6 TITANIUM AUTO PAS 5DR SEA GREY SILVER 5000 MILES.£13995 

ZAFIRA 19 EXCLUSIVE DIESEL AUTO PAS BLACK MET DEL MILES.£15495 

CHEVROLET LACETT11-6 SX AUTO PAS 5DR SILVER 900 MILES.£7995 

MAZDA 3 TAKARA 1-6 AUTO PAS ALLOYS 5DR SILVER 7000 MILES.£12495 

ASTRA 1-8 LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C ESTATE SILVER 2000 MILES.£9995 

FORD C-MAX 2-0 ZETEC AUTO PAS 5DR AVALON BLUE 3000 MILES.£13995 

FUSION 1-6 ZETEC PLUS AUTO PAS 5DR AVALON BLUE 2000 MILES.£10995 

NEW FOCUS 1-6 ZETEC 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/C BLUE MET 3000 MILES.£12995 

MERIVA 1-6 LIFE AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C STAR SILVER 200 MILES.£10995 

NISSAN MICRA ACENTA 5DR AUTO PAS DENIM BLUE 4000 MILES.£9995 

CHEVROLET LACETTI EST 1-8 SX SW AUTO PAS 5 DR SILVER 3000M.£7995 

MECEDES A160 ELEGANCE AUTO PAS MET GOLD 750 MILES.£15495 

NISSAN MICRA ACTIVE LUXURY 3DR AUTO PAS SILVER 1700 MILES.£8995 

NEW FOCUS 1-6 STYLE AUTO PAS AIR/C DEEP RED 3000 MILES.£11995 

MAZDA 3 TAKARA 1-6 AUTO PAS ALLOYS 5DR RED MET 5000 MILES.£11995 

A CLASS 150 CLASSIC SE AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C SILVER 7000 MILES.£13995 

MEGANE 1-6 EXPRESSION ESTATE AUTO PAS BLACK 600 MILES.£9995 

GRAND SCENIC 2-0 S DYNAMIQUE 5DR AUTO PAS GREY 7000 MILES.£12995 

CHEVROLET LACETTI EST 1-8 SX SW AUTO PAS 5DR BLACK 4000M.£7495 

FORD FUSION 1-6 ZETEC CLIMATE SILVER METALLIC 6000 MILES.£9995 

FORD FUSION 1-4 STYLE CLIMATE SILVER METALLIC 5000 MILES.£9495 

PEUGEOT 107 2-TRONIC 3DR AUTO PAS RED 1400 MILES.£7995 

PEUGEOT 107 2-TRONIC 3DR AUTO PAS RED 2000 MILES.£7995 

NEW CORSA 1-2 CLUB AUTO PAS AIR/C 5DR ICE BLUE 4000 MILES.£8995 

ASTRA 1-8 LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C ESTATE SILVER 7000 MILES.£8995 

CHEVROLET AVEO LT AUTO PAS AIR/C TURQUOISE 1900 MILES.£7995 

CHEVROLET AVEO LT AUTO PAS AIR/C TURQUOISE 1000 MILES.£7995 

NISSAN NOTE ACENTA 5DR AUTO PAS AIR SILVER 1800 MILES.£8995 

NISSAN NOTE ACENTA DR AUTO PAS AIR SILVER 3000 MILES.£8995 

RENAULT CLIO 1-6 EXPRESSION 3DR AUTO PAS 750 MILES.£9495 

TOYOTA AURIS TR AUTO PAS AIR/C DIESEL 5DR GREY 4000 MILES.£11995 

TOYOTA YARIS T3 AUTO PAS AIR/C 5DR BLUE 6000 MILES.£9995 

KANGOO AUTHENTIQUE 1-6 AUTO PAS AIR/C MET BLUE 8000 MILES.£9995 

FORD FOCUS CC CONVERTIBLE AUTO PAS ALLOYS RED 4000 MILES.£16995 

PEUGEOT 207 SPORT CC 1-6 AUTO ALL BLACK LEATHER2000 MILES.£15995 

MICRA 1-6 CONVERTIBLE CC ACENTA AUTO PAS LATTE 4000 MILES.£11995 

MICRA 1-6 CONVERTIBLE CC ACENTA AUTO PAS PACIFIC 2000 MILES.£10995 

MEGANE PRIVILEGE 1-6 CONVERT AUTO PAS FLAME 6000 MILES.£13495 

MICRA 1-6 CONVERTIBLE CC SPORT AUTO PAS INFERNO 7000 MILES.£10995 

MEGANE PRIVILEGE 1-6 CONVERT AUTO PAS BLUE 5000 MILES.£13495 

MICRA 1-6 SPORT CONVERT AUTO PAS ALLOYS BLUE 12000 MILES.£9995 

MICRA 1-6 ESSENSA CONVERT AUTO PAS BLUE 18000 MILES.£9995 

MEGANE PRIVILEGE 1-6 CONVERT AUTO PAS GREY 16000 MILES.£10995 

MEGANE DYNAMIC 1-6 CONVERT AUTO PAS BLUE 19000 MILES.£10495 

MEGANE DYNAMIC 1-6 CONVERT AUTO PAS SILVER 23000 MILES.£9995 

MEGANE PRIVILEGE 1-6 CONVERT AUTO PAS BLUE 14000 MILES.£10995 

MICRA 1-6 ESSENSA CONVERT AUTO PAS SILVER 28000 MILES.£9995 

MEGANE DYNAMIC 1-6 CONVERT AUTO PAS BLUE 21000 MILES.£9995 

MEGANE DYNAMIC 1-6 CONVERT AUTO PAS BLUE 10000 MILES.£10495 

MEGANE DYNAMIC 1-6 CONVERT AUTO PAS BLUE 38000 MILES.£8495 


08 57 
07 57 
07 57 
06 ” 
06 

06 56 
06 56 
06 


06 56 FIAT PANDA ELEGANZA 1242CC 5DR AUTO PAS BLACK 16000 MILES..., 




07 57 FIESTA STYLE 1-6 CLIMATE AUTO PASAIR/C BLUE 19000 MILES... 


FORD FOCUS ESTATES 


07 57 FOCUS 1-6 STYLE ESTATE AUTO AIR/C MOONDUST SILVER1900 MILES... 

07 07 FOCUS 2-0 GHIA 5 DR AUTO PAS SEA GREY AIR 17000 MILES. 

06 56 FOCUS 2-0 GHIA ESTATE CAR AUTO PAS TONIC BLUE 23000 MILES. 

06 56 FOCUS 2-0 GHIA AUTO ESTATE PAS AIR/C TONIC BLUE 18000 MILES. 

06 56 FOCUS 1-6 LX ESTATE AUTO PAS AIR/C STEEL GREY 12000 MILES. 

06 56 FOCUS 1-6 LX ESTATE AUTO PAS AIR/C SILVER 17000 MILES. 

06 56 FOCUS 1-6 LX ESTATE AUTO PAS AIR/C SILVER 17000 MILES. 

06 56 FOCUS 1-6 LX ESTATE AUTO PAS AIR/C TANGO 21000 MILES. 

06 06 FOCUS 1-6 ZETEC CLIMATE ESTATE AUTO PAS AIR ALLOYS 11000MLS... 
03 03 FOCUS 2-0 GHIA AUTO 4 DOOR PAS AIR/C PEPPER RED 48000 MILES. 


06 56 MONDEO 2-0 GHIA AUTO PAS 5DR SILVER METALLIC 23000 MILES.£9495 

06 56 MONDEO 2-0 LX AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C SILVER METALLIC 24000 MILES.£8495 


8 58 NEW CORSA 1-2 CLUB AUTO PAS AIR/C 3DR ICE BLUE 300 MILES... 


07 57 
07 57 
07 07 
07 56 
07 56 
06 06 
06 06 
06 06 


NEW CORSA 1-2 CLUB AUTO PAS AIR/C 5DR SILVER 4000 MILES... 

CORSA 1-4 DESIGN 3 DR AUTO PAS BLUE 9000 MILES. 

NEW CORSA 1-4 CLUB AUTO PAS AIR/C 3DR ULTRA BLUE15000 MILES... 

NEW CORSA 1-4 SX AUTO PAS AIR/C 5DR BLUE 2000 MILES. 

CORSA 1-4 DESIGN 5 DR AUTO PAS SILVER 9000 MILES. 

CORSA 1-2 LIFE 5 DR AUTO PAS AIR/C SILVER 5000 MILES. 

CORSA 1-4 ACTIVE 5 DR AIR/C AUTO PAS BLUE 16000 MILES. 

CORSA 1-4 DESIGN 3 DR AUTO PAS SILVER 23000 MILES. 

CORSA 1-4 DESIGN 5 DR AUTO PAS SILVER 11000 MILES. 

CORSA 1-4 DESIGN 3 DR AUTO PAS ULTRA BLUE 2000 MILES. 

CORSA 1-0 LIFE ECO AUTO PAS 5DR STAR SILVER 24000 MILES. 

CORSA 1-0 LIFE ECO AUTO PAS 5DR STAR MAUVE 26000 MILES. 

CORSA 1-4 DESIGN 3 DR AUTO PAS SILVER 14000 MILES. 


MATICALLY THE 



The U.K.’s 


and best 


Automatic Vehicle Specialist 


06 56 DAIHATSU SIRION SE 1-3 5 DR AUTO PAS SILVER 28000 MILES... 
06 06 DAIHATSU CHARADE 1-0 5 DR AUTO PAS SILVER 12000 MILES... 



07 57 GRAND VITARA 2-0 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/C BLUE 8000 MILES... 


06 06 SUZUKI IGNIS 1-5 GL 5 DR AUTO PAS CATS EYES BLUE 15000 MILES.. 
05 55 SUZUKI SWIFT 1-3 GLX 5DR AUTO PAS AIR GREY 16000 MILES... 


02 51 SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 2-0 DIESEL AUTO PAS SILVER 50000 MILES... 


WTrm 


06 56 KIA PICANTO 1-1 LX 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/CON 21000 MILES... 
06 56 KIA PICANTO 1-1 LX 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/CON 10000 MILES... 


08 08 HYUNDAI AMICA 1-1 CDX 5DR AUTO PAS MET GREY 5000 MILES.£6995 

07 57 HYUNDAI AMICA 1-1 CDX 5DR AUTO PAS MET BLUE 5000 MILES.£6495 

07 57 HYUNDAI AMICA 1-1 CDX 5DR AUTO PAS YELLOW 9000 MILES.£5995 

07 57 HYUNDAI AMICA 1-1 CDX 5DR AUTO PAS YELLOW 9000 MILES.£5995 

07 07 HYUNDAI AMICA 1-1 CDX 5DR AUTO PAS MET BLUE 4000 MILES.£5995 

06 56 HYUNDAI MATRIX 1-6 GSi AUTO PAS 5DR SILVER GREEN 7000 MILES.£6995 

06 56 HYUNDAI MATRIX 1-6 GSi AUTO PAS 5DR SILVER GREEN 16000 MILES.£6995 

06 56 HYUNDAI AMICA 1-1 CDX 5DR AUTO PAS ELECTRIC BLUE 9000 MILES.£5495 

06 06 HYUNDAI AMICA 1-1 CDX 5DR AUTO PAS ELECTRIC BLUE 7000 MILES.£5495 

06 06 HYUNDAI AMICA 1-1 CDX 5DR AUTO PAS BLUE 19000 MILES.£5295 


07 57 FUSION ZETEC 1-6 ZETEC CLIMATE AUTO PAS AIR BLACK8000 MILES.£8995 

07 07 FUSION ZETEC 1-6 ZETEC CLIMATE AUTO PAS AIR GREEN 4000 MILES.£8495 

06 56 FUSION ZETEC 1-6 ZETEC CLIMATE AUTO PAS AIR BLUE 8000 MILES.£7495 

06 56 FIESTA STYLE 1-6 CLIMATE AUTO PASAIR/C BLUE 13000 MILES.£6995 

03 53 FUSION 2 1-4 AUTO PAS AIR BLACK 4600 MILES.£3995 


FORD FOCUS HATCHES & 4 DOORS 


08 08 NEW FOCUS 1-6 ZETEC 5DRAUTO PAS AIR/C BLACK 4000 MILES. 

08 57 NEW FOCUS 1-6 STYLE AUTO PAS AIR/C BLUE 7000 MILES. 

07 57 FOCUS 1-6 STYLE AUTO PAS AIR/C MOONDUST SILVER 7000 MILES. 

07 57 FOCUS 1-6 ZETEC 5DRAUTO PAS AIR/CALLOYS GREEN 5000 MILES. 

07 57 FOCUS 16 ZETEC 3DRAUTO PAS AIR/C ALLOYS SEA GREY 13000 MILES... 

06 56 FOCUS 1-6 ZETEC CLIMATE AUTO PASAIR OCEAN BLUE 8000 MILES. 

06 56 FORD FOCUS GHIA AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C SEA GREY 13000 MILES. 

06 56 FOCUS 1-6 GHIA AUTO PAS 4 DR ALLOYS TONIC BLUE 13000 MILES. 

06 56 FOCUS 1-6 GHIA AUTO PAS 4 DR ALLOYS SILVER 17000 MILES. 

06 56 FOCUS 1-6 GHIA AUTO PAS 4 DR ALLOYS TANGO 18000 MILES.£7995 

06 06 FOCUS 1-6 LX HATCH AUTO PAS AIR/C STRATOS SILVER 10000 MILES.£6995 

06 06 FOCUS 1-6 GHIA AUTO PAS 4 DR ALLOYS BLUE 12000 MILES.£7495 

06 06 FOCUS 1-6 GHIA AUTO PAS 4 DR ALLOYS SILVER 21000 MILES.£7495 

06 06 FOCUS 1-6 ZETEC CLIMATE AUTO PAS AIR/C ESTATE TONIC16000MLS.£7495 

05 55 FORD FOCUS GHIA 1-6 AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C DENIM BLUE 28000 MILES.£6995 


08 08 TOYOTA YARIS T3 AUTO PAS AIR/C 5DR ALLOYS BLACK 8000 MILES... 

07 57 YARIS 1-3 ZINC 3DR AUTO PAS ALLOYS BLACK UNDER 800 MILES. 

07 57 AYGO 1-0 PLUS 3DR AUTO PAS SILVER 2000 MILES. 

06 56 COROLLA 1-6 T3 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/C MET SILVER 6000 MILES. 

06 06 TOYOTA YARIS VERSO 1-3 T3 AUTO PAS SILVER 6000 MILES. 

05 05 TOYOTA YARIS 1-0 T SPIRIT AUTO PAS ICE BLUE 17000 MILES. 

04 04 COROLLA 1-6 T SPIRIT 3 5 DR AUTO AIR/C MET SILVER 24000 MILES.... 

03 53 TOYOTA YARIS 1-3 T SPIRIT AUTO PAS GREEN 8000 MILES. 

02 02 TOYOTA YARIS VERSO 1-3 GLS AUTO PAS SILVER 22000 MILES. 


8 NISSAN MICRA TEKNA 5 DR AUTO PAS INFERNO RED 9000 MILES... 

8 NISSAN MICRA ACENTA 5DR AUTO PAS BLADE SILVER 10000 MILES. 

8 NISSAN MICRA ACENTA + 5DR AUTO PAS CAFFE LATTE 4000 MILES. 

8 NISSAN NOTE ACENTA R 5DR AUTO PAS BLACK MET 2000 MILES. 

7 NISSAN NOTE ACENTA 5DR AUTO PAS CAFFE LATTE 4000 MILES. 

6 NISSAN MICRA SPIRITA 5DR AUTO PAS PACIFIC BLUE 5000 MILES. 

6 NISSAN MICRA INITIA 1-2 3DR AUTO PAS BLADE SILVER 27000 MILES... 

6 NISSAN MICRA SPIRITA 5DR AUTO PAS PACIFIC BLUE 5000 MILES. 

6 NISSAN MICRA SPIRITA 5DR AUTO PAS PACIFIC BLUE 11000 MILES. 

6 NISSAN MICRA SVE 3DR AUTO PAS INFERNO RED 23000 MILES. 

6 NISSAN MICRA SVE 3DR AUTO PAS ICE BLUE 12000 MILES. 

6 NISSAN MICRA 1-2 S 5 DR AUTO PAS PACIFIC BLUE 11000 MILES. 

6 NISSAN MICRA 1-2 S 5 DR AUTO PAS PACIFIC BLUE 18000 MILES. 


...£8495 

...£8995 

...£9995 

...£8995 

...£7495 

...£5995 

...£7495 

...£7495 


08 58 SKODA ROOMSTER 2 AUTO PAS AIR/C BLACK 6000 MILES. 

08 08 SKODA ROOMSTER 2 AUTO PAS AIR/C CHAMPAGNE 5000 MILES... 


03 03 ROVER 45 IMPRESSION AUTO PAS AIR/C NIGHTFIRE RED 43000 MILES... 


CHEVROLET 


09 09 CHEVROLET LACETT11-6 SX AUTO PAS 5DR SILVER 900 MILES. 

08 08 CHEVROLET KALOS 1-4 SX 5DR AUTO PAS POLY SILVER 10000 MILES... 

06 56 CHEVROLET MATIZ SE AUTO PAS 5DR SILVER 10000 MILES. 

06 56 CHEVROLET MATIZ SE AUTO PAS 5DR BLUE 12000 MILES. 

06 56 CHEVROLET LACETT11-6 SX AUTO PAS 5DR SILVER 17000 MILES. 

06 06 CHEVROLET LACETT11-6 SX AUTO PAS 5DR BLUE 8000 MILES. 

06 06 CHEVROLET LACETT11-6 SX AUTO PAS 5DR SILVER 10000 MILES. 

03 53 DAEWOO KALOS 1-4 SX AUTO PAS POLY SILVER 46000 MILES. 


VOLKSWAGEN 


07 07 VW POLO 1-4 S 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/C MET GREY 7000 l\i 
06 56 VW POLO 1-4 S 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/C BLACK 17000 MIL 


08 08 ASTRA 1-8 
08 08 ASTRA 1-8 
07 57 ASTRA 1-8 
07 07 ASTRA 1-8 
07 57 ASTRA 1-8 
07 07 ASTRA 1-8 
07 07 ASTRA 1-8 
07 07 ASTRA 1-8 
07 56 ASTRA 1-8 
06 56 ASTRA 1-8 
06 56 ASTRA 1-8 
06 56 ASTRA 1-8 
06 06 ASTRA 1-8 
06 55 ASTRA 1-8 
04 54 ASTRA 1-8 


ASTRA ESTATES 


07 57 MAZDA 6 TS AUTO PAS ALLOYS AIR/C 5DR SILVER BLUE 17000 MILES.£10995 

07 57 MAZDA 3 TS AUTO PAS ALLOYS AIR/C 5DR SILVER 8000 MILES.£10995 

06 56 MAZDA 6 TS AUTO PAS ALLOYS AIR/C 5DR SEA GREY 16000 MILES.£9995 

06 56 MAZDA 6 TS AUTO PAS ALLOYS AIR/C 5DR MET BLUE 9000 MILES.£9995 

06 56 MAZDA 6 TS AUTO PAS ALLOYS AIR/C 5DR SEA GREY 21000 MILES.£9495 


08 58 ASTRA 1-8 LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C ESTATE BLUE 12000 MILES. 

08 08 ASTRA 1-8 LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C ESTATE SILVER 12000 MILES. 

07 57 ASTRA 1-8 DESIGN AUTO PAS ESTATE METRO BLUE 14000 MILES. 

07 57 ASTRA 1-8 DESIGN LIFE AUTO PAS ESTATE MET GREY 7000 MILES. 

07 07 ASTRA 1-8 LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C ESTATE PANACOTTA 6000 MILES. 

06 56 ASTRA 18 LIFE AUTO 5DR ESTATE PAS AIR PANNACOTTA 17000 MILES.... 

06 56 ASTRA 1-8 LIFE AUTO 5DR ESTATE PAS AIR STAR SILVER 8000 MILES. 

06 56 ASTRA 1-8 LIFE AUTO 5DR ESTATE PAS AIR METRO BLUE 11000 MILES... 

06 56 ASTRA 1-8 DESIGN AUTO PAS ALLOYS ESTATE SILVER 13000 MILES. 

06 56 ASTRA 1-8 DESIGN AUTO AIR 5 DR ESTATE ULTRA BLUE 18000M. 

06 06 ASTRA 1-8 LIFE AUTO 5DR ESTATE PAS AIR ULTRA BLUE 12000 MILES. 

06 06 ASTRA 1-8 LIFE AUTO 5DR ESTATE PAS AIR ULTRA BLUE 20000 MILES. 

06 06 ASTRA 1-8 CLUB AUTO 5DR ESTATE PAS AIR BLACK 12000 MILES. 


II 


NEW ZAFRIA & MERIVA 5 & 7 SEATS MPV’S 


08 08 ZAFIRA 19 EXCLUSIVE DIESEL AUTO PAS BLACK MET 8000 MILES.£12995 

08 56 ZAFIRA 2-2 CLUB AUTO PAS PANNACOTTA 7 SEATER 1700 MILES.£10995 

08 57 ZAFIRA 1-8 LIFE AUTO PAS PANNACOTTA 7 SEATER 10000 MILES.£9995 

07 57 ZAFIRA 1-8 LIFE AUTO PAS METRO BLUE 7 SEATER 10000 MILES.£9495 

07 07 ZAFIRA 1-8 LIFE AUTO PAS SILVER 7 SEATER 17000 MILES.£8995 

06 56 MERIVA 1-6 LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C 5DR STAR SILVER 3000 MILES.£7995 

06 56 MERIVA 1-6 LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C 5DR SILVER LIGHTNING 5000 MILES.£7995 

06 56 MERIVA 1-6 LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C 5DR BLUE 10000 MILES.£7995 

06 56 MERIVA 1-6 LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C 5DR STAR SILVER 4000 MILES.£7995 

04 04 ZAFIRA 1-8 LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C ULTRA BLUE 42000 MILES. . £4995 


RENAULT SCENIC’S 


8 08 GRAND SCENIC 1-6 DYNAMIQUE 5DR AUTO PAS BLACK 2000 MILES.£11995 


8 08 SCENIC 1-6 DYNAMIQUE 5DR AUTO PAS AIR BLACK 7000 MILES... 


£10995 

8 08 SCENIC 1-6 DYNAMIQUE 5DR AUTO PAS AIR GREY 10000 MILES.!! £10995 

08 08 SCENIC 1-6 DYNAMIQUE 5DR AUTO PAS AIR BLUE 8000 MILES.£10995 

07 57 SCENIC 1-6 DYNAMIQUE 5DR AUTO PAS AIR GOLD 16000 MILES.£8995 

07 07 SCENIC PRIVILEDGE 1-6 AUTO PAS AIR/C GOLD 10000 MILES.£9495 

06 56 SCENIC DYNAMIC 16 AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C BLUE 10000 MILES.£7995 

06 56 SCENIC DYNAMIC 16 AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C SILVER 16000 MILES.£7995 

06 56 GRAND SCENIC DYNAMIC 16 AUTO 5DR BLUE 7 SEATS 8000 MILES.£8995 

06 56 SCENIC EXPRESSION 16 AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C BLUE 17000 MILES.£7495 

06 56 SCENIC PRIVILEDGE 1-6 AUTO PAS AIR/C CHAMPAGNE 21000 MILES.£8495 

06 56 SCENIC PRIVILEDGE 2-0 AUTO PAS AIR/C CHAMPAGNE 28000 MILES.£8495 

06 56 SCENIC DYNAMIC 16 AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C BLUE 22000 MILES.£7995 

06 06 SCENIC PRIVILEDGE 1-6 AUTO PAS AIR/C BLUE 17000 MILES.£7995 

06 06 SCENIC PRIVILEDGE 1-6 AUTO PAS AIR/C BLACK 17000 MILES.£7995 

06 06 SCENIC DYNAMIC 16 AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C RED MET 14000 MILES.£7495 

06 06 SCENIC DYNAMIC 16 AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C BLUE 16000 MILES.£7495 


08 08 RENAULT CLIO 1-6 EXPRESSION 3DR AUTO PAS 2000 MILES.£8995 

07 57 RENAULT MODUS INITIALE 1-6 AUTO PAS LEATHER 9000 MILES.£8995 

07 07 MEGANE 1-6 DYNAMIQUE 5DR AUTO PAS AIR SILVER 16000 MILES.£7995 

07 07 KANGOO EXPRESSION 1-6 AUTO PAS MET RED 17000 MILES.£6995 

07 07 KANGOO EXPRESSION 1-6 AUTO PAS MET SILVER AIR/C 16000 MILES.£7995 

06 56 KANGOO EXPRESSION 1-6 AUTO PAS MET RED AIR/C 15000 MILES.£6995 

06 06 MEGANE DYNAMIQUE1-6 AUTO PAS ESTATE GOLD 17000 MILES.£6995 

06 06 MEGANE DYNAMIQUE1-6 AUTO PAS ESTATE SILVER 26000 MILES.£6495 


MERCEDES BENZ 


08 08 A CLASS 150 AVANTGARDES SE AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C BLUE 13000M. 

08 08 Cl 80 SPORT COUPE AUTO PAS AIR SILVER ALLOYS18000 MILES. 

07 57 MERCEDES Cl80 KOMP AVANTGARDE SE CUBANITE 21000 MILES. 

07 57 A CLASS 150 ELEGANCE SE AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C SILVER 3000 MILES... 

06 56 A CLASS 170 ELEGANCE SE AUTO PAS 5DR AIR RED 5000 MILES. 

06 56 A CLASS 150 CLASSIC SE AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C BLACK 9000 MILES. 

06 56 A CLASS 150 ELEGANCE SE AUTO PAS 5DR AIR SILVER 13000 MILES. 

06 56 A CLASS 150 CLASSIC SE AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C BLACK 25000 MILES. 

06 06 A CLASS 150 CLASSIC SE AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C RED 6000 MILES. 

03 53 A140 CLASSIC SE AUTO PAS SILVER AIR/C 5DR 7000 MILES. 

02 52 A140 CLASSIC SE AUTO PAS SILVER AIR/C 25000 MILES. 

01 51 A140 CLASSIC SE AUTO PAS BLUEY 44000 MILES. 

01 Y C240 ELEGANCE AUTO PAS SILVER AIR LEATHER ALLOYS 70000M. 


..£13995 


...£15495 
...£12995 
...£11495 
...£10495 
...£10995 
.£9995 


...£5995 

...£4995 

...£6995 


08 08 PEUGEOT 207 SPORT AUTO PAS 3DR AIR TURQUOISE 5000 MILES... 


08 57 PEUGEOT 207 SE PREMIUM AUTO PAS 5DR AIR WHITE 7000 MILES. 

08 57 PEUGEOT 207 SPORT AUTO PAS 5DR AIR MISTY GREY 23000 MILES. 

07 57 PEUGEOT 206 LOOK 3DR AUTO PAS AIR/C STORM GREY 2000 MILES. 

07 57 PEUGEOT 307 S 5DR AUTO PAS AIR ALLOYS DIABLO RED 17000 MILES.. 

07 07 PEUGEOT 107 2-TRONIC 3DR AUTO PAS SILVER 1300 MILES. 

06 56 PEUGEOT 307 S 5DR AUTO PAS AIR ALLOYS SILVER RED 17000 MILES... 

06 06 307 SW ESTATE 1-6 AUTO PAS AIRC GREY MET 13000 MILES. 

06 06 PEUGEOT 206 1-6 SPORT AUTO PAS ALLOYS 5DR 15000 MILES. 


MANUAL CARS 


.£9495 

...£10995 


...£7495 

...£7995 


...£4995 

...£5495 


06 06 VW GOLF 1-6 S 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/C SILVER METALLIC 23000 MILES.£9995 

06 06 VW GOLF 1-6 SE 5DR AUTO PAS AIR/C GREY METALLIC 10000 MILES.£10995 

05 05 VW POLO 1-4 TWIST 5DR AUTO PAS SILVER 30000 MILES.£6995 


08 08 NEW FOCUS 1-6 STYLE 5 SPD PAS AIR/C BLUE 4000 MILES. 

08 57 FIESTA 1-4 GHIA 5DR 5 SPD MANUAL BLUE AIR/C 2000 MILES. 

07 57 CITROEN C2 AIRPLAY 1-1 3DR 5 SPD MANUAL SILVER 3000 MILES. 

06 06 CITROEN Cl RYTHEM 1-0 5DR 5 SPD MANUAL SILVER 15000 MILES. 

06 06 HYUNDAI GETZ 1-1 CDX PAS 5SPD AIR/C SEASIDE BLUE 45000 MILES... 

05 55 CITROEN C3 1-4 SX 5 DR 5 SPD PAS AIR DIABLO RED 15000 MILES. 

04 04 PEUGET 206 1-4 SE 5 DR 5 SPD PAS AIR/C MOONSTONE 36000 MILES... 

04 04 MAZDA 2 1-2 S 5 DR 5 SPD MANUAL TONIC BLUE 22000 MILES. 

03 53 ASTRA 1-6 ACTIVE 5DR 5 SPD MANUAL PAS AIR/C RED 39000 MILES. 


CARS AVAILABLE AT OUR UPPER WICKHAM LANE 
BRANCH 0208 304 1654 


DESIGN AUTO PAS HATCH ULTRA BLUE 20000 MILES. 

DESIGN AUTO PAS HATCH ULTRA BLUE 20000 MILES. 

DESIGN AUTO PAS ALLOYS 5DR SILVER 17000 MILES.£7995 

LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C 5DR 15000 MILES.£7495 

LIFE AUTO PAS AIR 5DR TURQUOISE UNDER 300 MILES.£8495 

LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C 5DR METRO BLUE 14000 MILES.£7495 

LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C 5DR TURQUOISE 10000 MILES.£7995 

LIFE AUTO PAS AIR/C 5DR SILVER 40000 MILES.£7995 

LIFE AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C STAR SILVER 17000 MILES.£6495 

DESIGN AUTO PAS ALLOYS 5DR SILVER 12000 MILES.£7995 

LIFE AUTO PAS 5DR AIR/C RED METALLIC 19000 MILES.£6995 

LIFE AUTO 5DR HATCH PAS AIR ULTRA BLUE 7000 MILES.£6995 

DESIGN AUTO PAS ALLOYS 5DR ULTRA 8000 MILES.£7995 

DESIGN AUTO PAS ALLOYS HATCH SILVER 3000 MILES.£7495 

DESIGN AUTO PAS AIR 5DR MOONSTONE 38000 MILES.£5995 


8 58 RENAULT CLIO 1-6 EXPRESSION 3DR AUTO PAS 750 MILES. 

8 58 SKODA ROOMSTER 2 AUTO PAS AIR/C BLACK 6000 MILES. 

8 58 CHEVROLET LACETTI EST 1-8 SX SW AUTO PAS 5DR SILVER 4000MILES... 

8 58 CHEVROLET AVEO LT AUTO PAS AIR/C TURQUOISE 1900 MILES. 

8 08 MICRA 1-6 CONVERTIBLE CC ACENTA AUTO PAS PACIFIC 2000 MILES. 

8 08 HYUNDAI AMICA 1-1 CDX 5DR AUTO PAS MET GREY 5000 MILES. 

8 08 TOYOTA YARIS T3 AUTO PAS AIR/C ALLOYS 5DR BLACK 8000 MILES. 

7 57 PEUGEOT 206 LOOK 3DR AUTO PAS AIR/C STORM GREY 2000 MILES. 

8 57 FIESTA 1-4 GHIA 5DR 5 SPD MANUAL BLUE AIR/C 2000 MILES. 

6 56 FOCUS 1-6 GHIA AUTO PAS 4DR ALLOYS SILVER 12000 MILES. 

6 56 KANGOO EXPRESSION 1-6 AUTO PAS MET RED AIR/C 15000 MILES. 

6 06 FOCUS 1-6 GHIA AUTO PAS 4DR ALLOYS BLUE 12000 MILES. 

6 06 DAIHATSU CHARADE 1-0 5DR AUTO PAS SILVER 12000 MILES. 

6 06 Cl 80 KOMPRESSOR CLASSIC AUTO PAS AIR BLUE 32000 MILES. 

6 06 MEGANE DYNAMIC 1-6 CONVERT AUTO PAS BLUE 10000 MILES. 

5 55 SUZUKI SWIFT 1-3 GLX 5DR AUTO PAS AIR GREY 16000 MILES. 

5 05 TOYOTA YARIS 1-0 T SPIRIT AUTO PAS ICE BLUE 17000 MILES. 

4 04 MAZDA 2 1-2 S 5DR 5 SPD TONIC BLUE 22000 MILES. 

0 Y C240 ELEGANCE AUTO PAS SILVER AIR LEATHER ALLOYS 70000 MILES. 

2 51 SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 2-0 DIESEL AUTO PAS SILVER 50000 MILES. 


,..£9495 

.£10495 

,..£7495 


,..£7995 

,..£6995 

,..£7495 

,..£4995 

,£11995 

,£10495 

,..£7495 


www.automaticcarsltd.co.uk 

ONLINE ALL DAY EVERY DAY 

Ray Morris Automatic Cars 

No hidden extras, all prices include a twelve month free guarantee and new MOT if 
required. Only genuine mileage cars offered for sale 


NOW 3 BRANCHES 

21 WATLING STREET, BEXLEYHEATH 
01322 524680 

42 HIGH STREET, WELLING 
020 8303 4030 

51A UPPER WICKHAM LANE, WELLING 
020 83041654 










































































































































































































































Telephone editorial: 01303 817200 Email yourmaidstone@kosmedia.co.uk 

USED CAR ROUND-UP: I 


OUR PICK FROM A KEY SECTOR 


yourmaidstone.co.uk 39 


4x4 ON THE CHEAP carsf@rkent.co.uk i 

SOARING fuel and tax costs, plus the economic downturn, have clobbered second-hand values for big thirsty 4x4s, but the redefined 
market has firmed up prices on smaller 'rough and tough' drives. Fact is some people who bought 4x4s originally, have become used to 
the extra grip and higher driving position even if they don't tend to seek out serious off-roading. So, forced to sell their bigger 4x4s, many 
may be looking to downsize to budget all-wheel-drive alternatives although these are not without their drawbacks - including less space. 


FIAT PANDA 4x4 



MAYBE not quite the typical 'butch' 4x4, but the Panda makes a sur¬ 
prisingly tough little customer for urban and rural users, thanks to 
under body protection and greater ride height. Despite Fiat's past rep¬ 
utation for poor reliability, the Panda has also proved itself as depend¬ 
able as it is practical thanks to the boxy yet stylish five-door city car 
body. In sharp contradiction to the 'gas guzzling' image of 4x4s, the 
Fiat's 1.2-litre petrol engine should average more than 40mpg too. 

STAR QUALITY 


Driving appeal ★★★★ r 


looks and image 

★★★★★ 

Space 

★★★★ 

Value 

★★★★★ 

Running costs 

★★★★★ 

Reliability 

★★★★★ 

Quality 

★★★★ 


SUZUKI JIMNY 



PRETTY it ain't, but the Jimny has long been pretty much the 
cheapest 'proper' off-roader on the UK market. If you really do need 
cut-price 4x4 clout in challenging conditions then this is the car. 
However, that ability brings penalties; the Jimny is rather bouncy, 
primitive and crude on-road so it is not a 4x4 to buy for image-con¬ 
scious town dwellers, but the car is frugal, cheap to run and prices 
are sensible for a reliable and durable little 4x4. 


STAR QUALITY 

Driving appeal ★★★ 


Looks and image 

★★★★★ 

Space 

★★★★★ 

Value 

★★★★★ 

Running costs 

★★★★★ 

Reliability 

★★★★★ 

Quality 

★★★★★ 



THIS is really a tale of two cars. The original Terios was reasonably 
capable off-road, but on-road refinement was poor even if the car's 
reliability has proved to be bulletproof and it makes a good used 
buy. The new version, launched in 2006, has far better ability in 
both departments, but is probably still too young to be found in 
numbers on the used market. Power is exclusively petrol in both 
cases, but they are reasonably economical and low emission. 


STAR QUALITY 

Driving appeal ★★★! 


Looks and image 

★★★★★ 

Space 

★★★★★ 

Value 

★★★★★ 

Running costs 

★★★★★ 

Reliability 

★★★★★ 

Quality 

★★★★★ 
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SELL YOUR CAR 

<tn«l maI Oi 

rrl CDCE 

Buy a wet 

Hyourashford 

anu 

Hyourswale 

yci uic gi 

Hyourmedway § 

ru rifcc 

n yourshepway 

H yourcanterbury 

ipyourthanet 

^yourmaidstone 

Hyourdover 


Lineage 

Approx. 20 words 


Contact us on: 


TnRDFOCUSLXl-6] 


FORD FOCUS LX 1.6 



3x1 Box Ad 

k p/wk J 


3x1 

Max. 25 words 


01303 817150 


£7,995.00 

6x2 

Max. 25 words 


6 *2 photo. 
V P/wk A 


Email: advertisingOkosmedia.co.uk Max .25 

Deadline for advertisements for the newspapers: Friday midday _ 

We can process your payment via telephone, fax, post or email using all 
major credit cards. 

Photographs 

You can send in a photograph via email to 
advertisingfdkosmedia.co.uk. If you are unsure please 
telephone one of our advisors on 01303 817150. 

Deadline for sending us photo advertisements is Friday at 
midday prior to Wednesdays publication. 



What do you get for your money? 

Advertisement in the ‘Your Local’ of your choice 
reaching thousands of adults across ‘Your Local’ 
area regularly each week. 

Plus free listing on carsforkent.co.uk where there 
are thousands of other Kent cars on sale every day. 

When you place a private advertisement with 
KOSMedia you get a unique combination of printed 
and online media within Britain’s award-winning 
newspaper group and our fast- growing websites. 
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Click online for a new car 

Search and find 1000s of Kent cars online 




rah 


© 



Check out the prices of new 
and used car valuations 


Search for your local 
car dealer 


Find the latest car reviews 
and test drives on new cars 


Get a car loan quote and 
calculate your repayments 



sTotosk {o* iAfj fai' auk in 





Use www.CarsforKent.co.uk where you can search through 

1,000s of cars for sale across the county. 

Online you can view full car details, location map 
and sellers details, plus road tests and a finance calculator 
to work out monthly payments. 

CarsforKent.co!uk 

The smart way to find your next car 



POWERED BY KOS MEDIA 


|^PJ 










K 0 S 


jobsf@rmaidstone.co.uk 

Powered by Jobsforkent.co.uk search engine 



TO ADVERTISE: ©email US appointments@kosmedia.co.uk ® TELEPHONE US ON: 01303 817040 ® FAX US ON: 01303 817004 


ACCOUNTANCY 

ADMINISTRATION, SECRETARIAL, PA 
AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY, ENVIRONMENT 
ART AND DESIGN 
CATERING, HOSPITALITY 
CONSTRUCTION, ARCHITECTURE, SURVEYORS 
CUSTOMER SERVICE, CALL CENTRE 
DOMESTIC 

EDUCATION, TEACHER, SCHOOL 
ENGINEERING, MANUFACTURING, UTILITIES 
ESTATE AGENCY, PROPERTY 


GRADUATE, TRAINEES 

HEALTH AND SAFETY, SECURITY, DEFENCE 

HR, RECRUITMENT 

INDUSTRIAL, WAREHOUSE, FACTORY 

IT, INTERNET, TELECOMS 

INSURANCE, BANKING, FINANCE 

LEGAL 

LEISURE, TOURISM, TRAVEL 
MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY 
MANAGEMENT, SENIOR POSITIONS 
MARKETING, ADVERTISING 


MOTOR TRADE, DRIVER 
NOT FOR PROFIT, CHARITIES 
NURSING, MEDICINE, CARE WORK 
OTHER 

PRINT, PACKAGING, DISTRIBUTION 
PR, MEDIA, JOURNALISM 
PUBLIC SECTOR, SOCIAL SERVICES 
RETAIL, WHOLESALE, SALES 
SCIENTIFIC AND PHARMACEUTICAL, 
RESEARCH 

TRANSPORT, LOGISTICS, AVIATION 


Senior & General Appointments 41-44 


Public Notices 43 


❖AutoPlanet 

Automotive Retail Group 


Sales Executives 

OTE £50k+ (Basic up to £18K (Supplemented) 
+ Commission and Company Car) 

Self motivated and confident with a strong desire to succeed? 

Enjoy working as part of a team in a fast paced environment? 

Want to be the best and be rewarded for it? 

Have a genuine interest in cars and customer service? 

Experience is preferred but not essential as full training will be given. 

Interested? 

Please forward your C.V. and covering letter to 
Nicky Simmons, Head of H.R. Waters AutoPlanet, Bircholt Road, 
Parkwood, Maidstone, Kent ME15 9XY or email: 
nsimmons@argltd.co.uk Full UK driving licence essential. 


All applications are treated in 
the strictest of confidence. 

We are an equal opportunities 
employer. 


makes ® 0 

l!kM»l KIA MOTORS mmm 




Children & Family Services Co-ordinator 

Salary £19,621 - £26,276 

Closing date: 18 January 2010 

Would you like to be part of our brand new 
Children’s Centre? 

To apply/more information: 

Deice Infant School, Rochester 
Email: office@delceinf.medway.sch.uk 
Tel: 01634 844127 


PART-TIME BOOKKEEPER 

Conversant with duties of 
Company Secretary 

Part-time bookkeeper required for family business and 
Charitable Foundation. We have an extensive property 
portfolio in South East England and France, and the 
Foundation also runs a large community Art Centre in 
Chatham. 

The successful applicant will be a confident, self-moti¬ 
vated and experienced person able to produce forecasts 
as required, quarterly financial reports, draft year end 
accounts to enable Accountants to prepare year end Tax 
Returns, Annual Returns for Companies House and the 
Charity Commission, payroll, profit and loss, etc. A good 
working knowledge of Sage accounts software essential. 
Car driver preferred as you will be required to work in two 
offices. 24 hours pw over 4 days. Able to commence 
work February 2010. 

Tel: 01634 819618 Fax: 01634 827405 or 
e.mail carol@halpernpropertiesltd.com 



Account Manager 

ASHFORD • £GOOD REMUNERATION 


Exciting developments within KOS Media Group has created the need to 
appoint a polished sales professional. 


KOS Media Group has been one of the 
fastest growing independent regional media 
companies over the last seven years. Its 
newspapers have won more than ten 
national awards during that time, including 
UK Local Newspaper of the Year seven 
times. Our aim is to truly reflect the 
important events happening within our 
region via a combination of quality county 
newspapers, editorially-led local, midweek 
newspapers and the page turning editions 
as well as community websites and online 
local TV. 

A new account manager is required to play 
a key role developing new business and 
maintaining existing relationships. The ideal 
candidate should be comfortable with all 
stages of account management and should 


be proficient at sourcing leads, creating 
initial contact, delivering presentations, 
writing proposals, negotiating and closing. 

The person we are seeking will be an 
energetic and enthusiastic individual with 
good interpersonal skills, strong relationship¬ 
building capability and have excellent verbal 
and written communication ability. They will 
need to demonstrate a proven sales track 
record, preferably from within media, will 
have a good understanding of the benefits of 
printed, online and live media and 
ideally knowledge of the Kent marketplace. 

KOS Media offers a good basic salary, 
alongside performance and target-related 
bonus, plus five weeks annual holiday. 


If you believe you are a polished professional sales person looking for a 
challenging role, please submit your CV to Head of Department 
christine.davidson@kosmedia.co.uk 


New Year, New Challenge! 


We are seeking an 

Administrative Assistant 

ideally with sales, lettings, secretarial and accounting experience. 

P/1 or P/1 to be discussed. Full ongoing training will be given. 
Send your CV by the 1st February 2010 to: 

Family Homes 

33 Northwood Drive, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 4QS 
or email to sunil.popat@virgin.net 


To advertise 
in this section 


B 01303 

817040 



All Saints 


A lurv tart ChCdm Ctntr* 

Magpie Hall Road, Chatham ME4 5AZ 

Nursery Officer Ref:CA 0925 L 

Grade D1 Salary: £12,787 - £16,440 per annum 
Hours: 37 hours per week, working a shift pattern 

Our full daycare nursery is looking for another member of staff to join its 
busy team, working with babies and children under the age of three years. 

If you have an early years qualification, (minimum level 2), post qualifying 
experience and a passion for providing the highest quality care and education 
for young children then we would like to hear from you. 

Cafe Worker Ref:CA 0926 L 

(maternity cover for approximately 6-9 months) 

Grade D1 Salary: £12,787 - £16,440 per annum 
Hours: 37 hours per week 

As cafe worker you will be involved with the day-to-day running of the cafe 
including preparing and cooking food, menu planning and preparing meals 
for children in our full daycare nursery as well as assisting in making the 
community cafe a focus for our community. You will be enthusiastic, passionate 
about food and nutrition, confident, innovative and customer focused with 
experience of a fast moving catering environment. 

Any offer of employment for these posts will be subject to a Criminal Records 
Bureau Enhanced Disclosure. 

For further information or an informal discussion please contact the centre 
on 01634 338833. 

Closing date for both posts: Friday, 29 January 2010 


For an application pack or to apply visit www.medway.gov.uk 

or phone 01634 333333 Mon to Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am -1 pm or 01634 332843 

24-hour answerphone. Alternatively email: jobs@medway.gov.uk quoting the reference. 

Valuing people's 
differences, recognising 
their strengths. 

3eacon\ 

Council 

KJ WVf 

2005-2006 $ S? 

Supporting New Businesses INVESTOR IN PEOPLE A&V 


The smart way to find your next job 

JobsforKent.co.uk 
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ASSISTANT ACCOUNTANT 

A well established motor retailer in the Swale area requires an Assistant Accountant. 

A busy hands-on position with responsibilities for producing monthly management 
information, reconciliation of Balance Sheet accounts for audit purposes, VAT 
returns, Payroll, cash control and ad-hoc analysis is required. 

The successful candidate will be well organized, pay attention to detail and possess 
good accounting skills and IT knowledge, particularly Excel. 

Previous motor industry experience and use of Kerridge DMS systems will be an 
advantage. A £20k + salary is offered dependant on applicants level of experience. 

Applications in writing please with detailed CV, giving a brief summary of previous 
experience, to Mr Les Knight at Pomphrey of Sittingbourne Ltd, London Road, Bapchild, 
Kent ME9 9AQ or by email to les.knight@pomphreys.co.uk 


TECHNICIAN REQUIRED 

(FULLY SKILLED) 

Based in Maidstone 

Whitehouse Maidstone is looking for a fully 
skilled technician preferably with 
Chrysler Jeep or Hyundai experience. 

Salary is negotiable with on target bonus offered 
together with 22 days holiday per annum. 

To apply or for more information call Dennis 
Crighton on 01622 686864 or send your CV to 
Whitehouse Maidstone, 

1-17 The Broadway, 

Maidstone, Kent ME16 8QX. 


New Year, New Challenge 

MidKent College have exciting one year secondment 
opportunities for the following positions: 


Assistant Principal (£63 k > 


negotiable subject to experience. 


Head of Faculty (£4 gk) 


negotiable subject to experience. 


Teacher Coach (£ 33 K) 


negotiable subject to experience. 


MidKent College is a large, successful FE College operating on two main campuses 
in Medway and Maidstone. Our state of the art, £86 million Medway campus 
is next door to the Royal School of Military Engineering where the College is 
training all their soldiers in Construction & Engineering under a 30-year contract. 

Our recent OFSTED Inspection described the College as 'good' overall with 
'outstanding' capacity to improve. We would like to accelerate our improvement 
agenda by seconding individuals who will relish the chance to undertake a 
specific improvement project within the College in areas such as A levels. Skills 
for Life, Construction, Engineering, Teaching and Learning. Whether you are 
already in FE, working in a school or Sixth Form College, or working elsewhere 
in education, this is an ideal opportunity to develop your skills in a supportive 
environment working alongside some high quality senior leaders. 

We particularly welcome applications from underrepresented groups and 
will meet reasonable living expenses for staff who live outside the area. 

The roles above are the indicative levels that we seek secondments at. 

There is, however, some scope for flexibility for high calibre individuals 
who can help us on our journey to be "outstanding"! 

If you are interested in knowing more please contact our 
retained consultant Ken Pullan on 07725 128661 
or by email ken.pullan@midkent.ac.uk 

Q 3 Chi 

■mf Staines College MidKent College 

MidKent College is an equal opportunities employer 
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TEACHERS! 

& NURSERY NURSES 
GET A FLYING START 
WITH OUR EXCELLENT 
PAY RATES 

CALLUS! 01634817575 

and team more about our unique 
loyalty scheme 


orficcaod'-Katon 5cr5c.com 
ww* education sons© com 
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J G Burgess & Co 

Ufton Lane 
Sittingbourne 
ME10 1JB 
Position - Admin Assistant 

Computer literacy essential and 
ability to perform a range of routine 
procedures in a busy office 
environment. Telephone and 
communication skills required. 

Team player able to support other 
members of staff. 

30 hours per week. 

Please enquire in writing only, 
enclosing CV. 


To advertise 
in this section 

H 01303 

817040 




alence School 


KEYWORKER 

FULL TIME - Working Term Time Only 

This post involves shift work and to have responsibility for and work to promote all 
aspects of personal development and individual progress for a group of Key Students. 
Kent Scheme Band 5 

£16,793 to £18,471 full time equivalent 


STUDENT SUPPORT ASSISTANT 

Full Time and Part Time hours available, Term Time Only. 

This post involves shift work in supporting students with all their needs throughout their 
waking day, both within and outside the classroom. 

Kent Scheme Band 3 (pro-rata) 

£14,099 to £15,984 full time equivalent 


WAKING NIGHT STUDENT SUPPORT ASSISTANT 

Shifts are 10 p.m. until 8 a.m. Term Time Only. 

This post involves working waking nights, and supporting students with their personal care 
needs over the night. There are a number of nights available. 

Kent Scheme Band 3 (pro-rata) 

£14,099 - £15,984 full time equivalent plus unsocial hours allowance 


Valence School is a Kent County Council all age residential school for children and young 
people with physical disabilities, complex medical needs and associated learning and 
communication difficulties. 

Valence School is committed to safeguarding and promoting every student’s welfare. We 
expect all staff to share our commitment. The successful applicants will require an enhanced 
Criminal Records Bureau Check. 

For further information and an application form, please contact Staff Services Department. 
Please note the closing date for applications is Friday 22nd January 2010 at 4pm. 
Valence School, Westerham, Kent TNI 61QN 
Tel:- 07887 727182 Fax: 01959-565046 
e-mail: vacancies@valence.kent.sch.uk 


; EDUCATION SENSE 


Abbey Court School 

“WE GROW PEOPLE” 

Abbey Court School provides a stimulating, 
challenging and safe learning environment where 
pupils and staff efforts, work and achievement are 
celebrated. 

We are currently looking for a 

Teacher for pupils with 
severe and profound learning 
difficulties to commence 
Easter 2010 

MPS + 2 SEN Points + 

TLR 2C £2478 (with previous experience) 

The school is located in pleasant surroundings and 
we have educational resources of enviable 
proportions. This post would suit newly qualified 
teachers or those wishing to gain further experience 
of SEN. Comprehensive induction and training will be 
provided. 

Telephone enquiries and informal visits to the school 
welcomed. 

Due to the conditions and complex needs of the 
pupils at Abbey Court School, continuity and 
consistency of support is paramount and 
therefore candidates for all positions will need to 
commit to the full working hours of the post. 
This school is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children and young people 
and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. Any offer of appointment for post is 
subject to a satisfactory Criminal Records Bureau 
Disclosure. 

Closing Date: 15th January 2010 
For further details and a job description, please 
contact Mrs Linda Taylor, Abbey Court School, Rede 
Court Road, Strood, Kent, ME2 3SP (01634 338236), 
stating the position for which you are applying. 


Abbey Court School 

“WE GROW PEOPLE” 

Abbey Court School, a ‘special’ school and a 
‘special’ place to work. 

We are currently looking for... 

TEACHING 

ASSISTANTS 

to join and enhance our large and 
expanding, high calibre team 
Medway Scale, Grade D2 
£15,039 - £19,126 pro-rata 
+ SEN Allowance (£1,177) 

Are you committed, motivated and enthusiastic? Does 
‘Every Child Matter’ to you? Can you make a difference? 

If so, share your talents and expertise with us. 
Abbey Court is located on 2 sites; Rainham (Primary) and 
Strood (Secondary and Further Education), and caters for 
pupils aged 4-19 with severe learning difficulties. 
Working hours are 32.5 p/w, term time only. Previous 
experience and/or NNEB (or equivalent) qualifications 
preferred. Comprehensive training and induction will be 
provided. 

Due to the conditions and complex needs of the 
pupils at Abbey Court School, continuity and 
consistency of support is paramount and therefore 
candidates for all positions will need to commit to 
the full working hours of the post. 

This School is committed to safeguarding and promoting 
the welfare of children and young people, and expects 
all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 

Any offer of appointment for post is subject to a 
satisfactory Criminal Record Bureau Disclosure. 

For an application pack, 
please write to/telephone 
(stating the role for which you are applying): 
Mrs Linda Taylor, Abbey Court School, 
Rede Court Road, Strood, Kent. ME2 3SP 
(01634 338236) 

Please note CV’s will riot be accepted 
Closing date: 15.1.10 


B 01303 817040 
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NORTHFLEET SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
Hall Road, Northfleet, Kent DA11 8AQ 
Tel: 0844 477 2525 Fax: 01474 335058 

We are a highly successful and ambitious school. As part of the Building Schools for the Future and transforming learning 
initiative our school has undergone dramatic change. Our staff needs reflect that and to ensure that our students receive the 
best support we are currently seeking to employ: 

EXAMINATIONS SECRETARY 

£7,498 to £8,425 p.a. 20 hours per week 
Term time plus support for examination results 
Salary Scale Kent Scheme Grade 5 £16,440 to £18,471 full time equivalent 

The post holder will support the smooth running of all aspects of all in school examinations and the accurate recording of pupil 
attainment for statutory and in-school assessments. Must be computer literate with a good knowledge of SIMS and Microsoft 
packages and an ability to communicate and co-operate effectively at all levels, with tact and diplomacy. 

ACADEMIC COACH in MATHEMATICS 

£13,872 to £15,586 p.a. 37 hours per week 
Term time only (39 weeks per year) 8.15 a.m. start 
Salary Scale Kent Scheme Grade 5 £16,440 to £18,471 full time equivalent 

To work with the more able individuals and groups of students to motivate and ensure adequate challenge, in order that 
students meet their targets and that any barriers to learning are overcome. You will work as part of a domain focused 
curriculum team, and be educated to at least A Level standard in mathematics. 

LEARNING SUPPORT ASSISTANT 

£11,391 to £11,968 p.a. 31.25 hours per week 
Term time only (39 weeks per year) 8.30 a.m. to 3.15 p.m. 

Salary Scale Kent Scheme Grade 4 £15,984 to £16,793 

Learning Support Assistant to work with students who have identified social and emotional behavioural needs . The ideal 
candidate will have experience of working with adolescents or within a school, possibly with ASD or similar diagnosis, and be 
able to provide evidence of good levels of literacy and numeracy. 

All positions require a flexible approach to working, the ability to work as part of a team as well as under your own initiative 
and good communication skills at all levels are essential. Appointment will be subject to full enhanced CRB check. 

Full job descriptions available on request. To apply please submit a full C.V. to Personnel Administrator at Northfleet School for 
Girls, Hall Road, Northfleet, Kent DA11 8AQ Tel: 0844 477 2525 or e:mail personnel@northfleetgirls.kent.sch.uk 

Closing date for applications : 31 January 2010 



Searchin 


A great future. 

Right on your doorstep. 


SALES & CUSTOMER SERVICE AGENTS 
OPEN DAYS 

Tuesday 19 January and Wednesday 27 January • 4.30pm - 6.30pm 
At Cheriton Parc House, High Street, Cheriton, Folkestone CT18 8AN 

Here at Direct Choice, we're the growing business that delivers great value insurance 
products over the phone and online. Having been in the area for six months now, 
we're going from strength to strength and have some terrific career opportunities. 

For our team, success is all about delighting our customers. Listening to them, 
understanding what they need and providing a brilliant service. If that sounds like your 
kind of company, then come along to one of our open days. Find out how you could 
help us build the future of our new contact centre at the former Eurotunnel offices just 
off the M20 in Cheriton, 20 minutes from Ashford. 

For both roles, there will be full training, not to mention ongoing support every step of 
the way. So while contact centre experience would be ideal, it's certainly not essential 
if you've excellent communication skills and a helpful personality. As part of the 
Acromas family - that also includes Saga and The AA - we offer a basic salary plus 
uncapped commission, outstanding opportunities for career progression and a first-rate 
benefits package. 

If you can't make either of the open days, we'd still like to hear from you. To apply for 
either of the positions, call 01303 774888 for an application form and post to 
Roisin McCrudden, HR Officer, Direct Choice, Enbrook Park, Folkestone, 

Kent CT20 3SE. Alternatively, email your CV to recruitment@directchoice.co.uk 
Please quote reference DC361/KOS. 

www.directchoice.com 


directchoiceyj 


it 



Office Assistant 

£15,039 - £16,830 PRO RATA • 32 HOURS PER WEEK 
BASED THANET 

KCA (UK) is an expanding and vibrant organisation providing a wide range of 
high quality and innovative specialist services in the drug, alcohol and mental 
health sectors. 

You will be the first point of contact to all callers, visitors and Service Users at 
KCAs Thanet office in Margate. Confident in handling enquiries about the 
service whether by telephone, email, post or in person, you will ensure that 
enquiries are dealt with promptly, efficiently and courteously. 

Offering support to the Administrator, you will have top MS Office skills and a 
‘can do’ approach. You will be able to communicate with a wide cross-section 
of staff and external contacts in a highly professional manner. You need to be 
able to prioritise, work to tight deadlines and respond appropriately to referrals. 

If you would like to discuss this post further, please contact Sue Hamilton, 
Service Manager KCA Thanet on 01843 298355 ex. 217 or Christine Gordon, 
Admin Lead on 01795 590795 ex. 2. 

Closing date: Wednesday 20 January 2010. 

Interview date: Wednesday 27 January 2010. 

Application form and job description can be downloaded from 
www.kca.org.uk or call 01795 590635. Please quote reference number 635. 

KCA (UK) is committed to the principles of equality of opportunity for all and welcomes 
applications from people with experience of substance use or who have had previous 
problems with substance misuse. Charity No: 292824 

www.kca.org.uk 


KCA 


Services in 
the Community 



Bright 
new 
careers* 
onl 


Register your details and 
we’ll email you daily with 
new jobs that match your 
selected criteria 


JobsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find a job in 
the County 

POWERED BY 

KOS MEDIA 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR S LICENCE 

Ian Ivor Williams trading as 
NIPALLETS of 2 Keepers 
Cottage, Hurstwood, Platt, 
Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 8TA 
is applying to change an 
existing licence as follows: 

To add an operating centre to 
keep 2 goods vehicles and 0 
trailers at The Little Chest, 
Ashford Road, Lenham, 
Kent, ME17 2DL 
Owners or occupiers of land 
(including buildings) near the 
operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would 
be affected, should make 
written representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at 
Hillcrest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 
6NF stating their reasons, 
within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the 
same time send a copy of 
their representations to the 
applicant at the address given 
at the top of this notice. A 
Guide to Making 

Representations is available 
from the Traffic 

Commissioner’s Office. 
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Receive a helping hand 
searching fora new job 


100s of Kent jobs updated daily 
online from Kent’s leading companies, 
from all sectors of industry 



Register your details and we’ll 
email you daily with new jobs 
that match your search criteria 


saa Jobs by email 

Be the first to receive the latest top Kent jobs. Register 
your details and we’ll email you daily with new jobs that 
match your search criteria. 

Company profiles 

Read about Kent’s leading companies, view their current 
job vacancies and contact them with your details. 


© 


CY Checker and builder 

Use our tools and create a first class CV. See how good 
your CV is and take advantage of a free CV review. 



View the latest vacancies with new 
Jobs posted daily, read full job 
descriptions and apply online. 

Take advantage of our online 
services and receive Jobs by Email, 
get professional advice, build your 
bespoke CV and read Company 
Profiles from the county’s leading 
recruiter's. 



JobsforKent.co.uk 

Here to help you find your next job 


% 


POWERED BY KOS MEDIA 


W 













yourlocal professionals 


Advertise your business on yourkenttv.co.uk - the Kent local search directory find out more about us and our products and services online 


TO ADVERTISE © Email us at 


classifiecK9kosmedia.co.uk 


ADVERTISING 



Your next customer 
could be reading 
about your 
business 

NOW! 


Advertise today 

Call Anthony on 01303 817115 


BUILDING SERVICES 


D.J.M. 

► BUILDING 

► ELECTRICAL 

Domestic and Commercial 

► GAS 

Property Maintenance Company 
with over 40 years experience. 

► DRAINAGE 

Able to carry out all works to local 

► CARPENTRY 

properties and ground/gardens. 

► PLUMBING 

Give us a call for a competitive quote 

Special rates for senior citizens 

► WINDOWS 

01795 844789 

vr ■ a -saw w-r-r a ^ EXTERNAL 

8am-8pm, 7 Days a Week work 


BUILDING SERVICES 


CWD BUILDERS 

Your building projects 



o JSl 

in safe hands 

Plumbing • Electrics • Carpentry 
Plastering • Rendering 
Damp-proofing • Decorating 
Roofing • Fascias & Soffits 
Drainage & Groundworks 
Extensions • Renovations 
New Builds • Garden Design 

For a complete and professional service 
with flair, imagination and experience, 
call today for a FREE ESTIMATE on 

07980 062694 or 01303 872505 


CWD Building Services 

Providing a complete build service 
to make your dreams a reality 


CARPETS & FLOORING 


HIGH QUALITY 
FLOORING 
SERVICES 

Wood • Laminates • Carpets • Vinyl • Tiles 

AVALONE FLOORING LTD 

For a FREE Estimate call: 01634 294111 
or FREEPHONE: 0800 019 3909 


CARPETS & FLOORING 


100’S OF ROLLS IN STOCK 

MASSIVE CHOICE OF END OF 
ROLL CARPET & VINYL BARGAINS 
CARP ETS.VINYLS.LAMINATES.RUGS 
BEDS & MATTRESSES.PINE FURNITURE 

NEXT 
DAY 

DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 

Tovil Hill, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6QS 

01622 677787 

Email: sales@carpetnextday.co.uk 


CARPE 


DIY & TRADE SERVICE 


SouthEait 
Mas tits m 





FASCIA, SOFIT AND 
GUTTERING FROM 


SILICONE FROM j . 
SCREWS START FROM^ * ’ V • 
WINDOWS FROM * 

Unit 1, John Hall Close, Oare Road, Faversham, 
Kent ME13 7TY I 

n4 7oe 



Kent ME13 7TY 
01795 597561 

• trade@se-windowcare.co.uk 
• www.se-windowcare.co.uk 


Mmh 

KOS 


20% OFF 


|j^ Telephone us on 01303 817000 (jp Faxuson 01303 817001 


FENCING 


PUBLISHING 


Boxley Timber m 

& Fencing Supplies Ltd. 

• Quality Sheds & Workshops 
» Sleepers & Decking • Gates & Trellis Made To Size 
• All Types Of Fencing • Collection/Delivery 

01622 753 953 

www.boxleytimber.co.uk 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
OFFERING FRIENDLY 
PROFESSIONAL ADVICE 


BOXLEY SAWMILL, 
PILGRIMS WAY, BOXLEY 
NR MAIDSTONE, KENT 
ME14 3EB __ 


ATTENTION! 

Medway Fair Traders 

To find out how to 
Fair fruiter promote your business 
within our media 
telephone Maria on 
01303 817152 


SSS pewait ^ 



LOGS / FUEL 


REMOVALS/STORAGE 




SEASONED LOGS CUT TO SIZE 
FOR OPEN FIRES & 
WOOD BURNING STOVES 

£60 and £110 loads — Free Delivery 
Also, air dried kindling wood £4 per large bag 

07971 964509 
~\ 01622 817579 f 


Am, !/Aj'J 


JiMi) 

No job too small. p 

DSS Welcome. 24 hour service. 

Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available. 
www.manvanandsam.co.uk 

01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 



MOTORING /SERVICES 


SPORTS/ACTIVITIES 


“ADVANCED 
I II . If CAR DIAGNOSTIC 
x v FAULT FINDING” 

ALL ASPECTS OF VEHICLE ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN 
Engine management lights + ABS + Airbag + Service Lights 
+ Air Con + ECU repairs + Radio Codes + Blown Fuses 

+ Wiring Loom + Key Fobs Repairs 

+ Electric Windows + Central Locking + Heater Blowers + Heated Rear 
Screens + MOT Emission Refusal + Immobiliser Faults 
+ Diesel Injector Testing + Code Reading + Alternators 
+ Batteries + Starter Motors + Lambda Sensors + Coil Packs 
f Mass Airflow Sensors + T HEADLAMP BULBS + KEY PROGRAMMING AND 
BC SENSORS, DASHBOARD REPAIRS 

ENGINE SERVICING + FULL SEVICING 

01634 238777 Call Mick 07801 429527 
■■M 1 Hothfield Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 8BJ 

qcrrogers@hotmail.com 


GREENFIELDS 

SHOOTING GROUNDS 


Greenfields offers a range of tuition 
options, from lessons for beginners 
through to experienced shot 
guidance. Our tuition will help you 
reach the level you desire in a 
friendly, pressure-free environment. 


Greenfields Shooting Grounds 
Sturry Hill, Sturry, Nr Canterbury, Kent CT2 ONG 

01227 713 222 

sales@greenfieldsshooting.co.uk 





PLASTERING/ARTEXING 


TELEPHONES/MOBILE 
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Ceilings • Walls • Coving • Decorating 

o 

c 

v> 

CD 

J.A CRONIN 

5. 

5' 

to 

CD 

Q 

PLASTERING 
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Established 25 Years 
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Ceilings • Walls 
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Coving • Decorating 
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Free Insurance Quotes 
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Friendly Advice 
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Call Jimmy on 01227 264399 

n 

O 

_c 

07971 971 031 
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TELIPHIONJ! 

PROBL 

• New extensions fitted 

• Old wiring repaired or renewed 

• Broadband connection problems 
resolved 

Call Dave (ex-BT Engineer) 
Tel: 01622 850075 
Mob: 07708 876423 


ONLINE TV 


online TV as it happens 


Watch Vie latest web IV sport news and action kentnews.co.uk 


FOOTBALL • CRICKET • RUGBY • TENNIS • BOXING • ATHLETICS • GOLF • HORSE RACING • SNOOKER • MOTORSPORT • CYCLING 
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LUCK: Rob Key hopes to keep injuries 
at bay for Kent to compete 


Bowlers unit slaying fit wil be key for us, says Rob 


CRICKET 


KEEPING players fit for the whole summer is going 
to be integral if Kent are going to compete in the top 
tier of English cricket, according to skipper Rob Key. 

Kent return to Division One of the County 
Championship this season with a settled, but 
small playing squad, which means injuries to key 
players could have a major impact. 

The club were without arguably their best fast 
bowler in Robbie Joseph for the majority of last 
season, which put extra strain on the bowling 
attack. He has had successful shoulder surgery 
and is expected to be fit for the start of the season, 
while the addition of Australian Stuart Clark will 
help bolster the attack, together with another new 
seamer expected to sign shortly. 


Keeping his bowling attack fit and firing is 
essential to Key, who expects his side to be chal¬ 
lenging for honours this summer. 

“On paper our top 11 is as good as any around, but 
obviously Durham are the stand-out side with peo¬ 
ple like Steve Harmison in their side,” he said. “If we 
have Simon Cook, Amjad Khan, Joseph and Clark, 
that’s a very good attack. You need a bit of luck to 
keep them fit and the problem is if they aren’t fit, we 
have a couple of young guys coming in that have 
potential, but they are where they are because they 
still have a lot to learn, so ideally you want to go in 


with your full strength attack. This year we can’t be 
naive, histoiys told us that we can’t always do that.” 

The club captain has already forged a good work¬ 
ing relationship with new head coach Paul Farbrace 
and the pair are looking for the younger players to 
step up and cement their place in the side. 

Key said: “It’s going to take a lot of luck as it 
always does but the good thing is we have a couple 
of young guys coming through. Sam Northeast - 
there is going to be a lot of opportunities for him, 
Alex Blake as well, so we are starting to see that 
we are strengthening not only by signing players, 
but the young players coming through. 

“The bowling side of the things is the only place 
where we need to add to the side really.” 



PARTICIPATION: Girls football is on the rise 


Football remains 
popular across Kent 

PARTICIPATION in football has 
increased across the board this season 
according to encouraging statistics 
released by the Kent County Football 
Association (KCFA). 

Figures show there are more youth 
players, disabled players and referees 
involved in the game on a regular basis 
than last season. It means the sport 
remains the most popular in the county, 
with 46,000 people competing every week 
- an increase of more than five per cent. 

Paul Dolan, KCFA development man¬ 
ager, outlined the body’s role in promot¬ 
ing the grass roots game which they 
argue makes an important vital contri¬ 
bution towards building stronger com¬ 
munities, improving health, reducing 
crime and tackling obesity. 

He said: “The KCFA service the needs 
of the football community by putting in 
place a new generation of modem foot¬ 
balling facilities, increasing and widen¬ 
ing participation levels, raising stan¬ 
dards within affiliated clubs and invest¬ 
ing in the football workforce by provid¬ 
ing quality education courses to admin¬ 
istrators, coaches and referees.” 

The biggest rise was among young play¬ 
ers. There are 175 more mini-soccer and 
youth football teams in Kent this season. 
It equates to 2,500 more players compared 
to last year, which is ahead of the KCFA’s 
target to get more children involved. The 
increase includes 23 more youth female 
teams and 16 new disabled sides. 

As well as the desire to attract more 
players to the sport, the Football 
Association has prioritised referees 
through its Respect programme. This 
year there are an extra 21 male and 5 
female referees qualified to officiate at 
Kent matches. It takes the overall figure 
of registered referees in the county above 
1 , 100 . 

The next priorities are to increase the 
number of mini-soccer and youth teams 
playing in FA Charter Standard Clubs 
and to gain two new FA Charter 
Standard Leagues. 


PLEASE SEND YOUR 
SPORTS STORIES ^ 
TO SPORTS EDITOR * 
AT 

glenn.pearson(pfosmedia.co.ulf 


Kent express interest in 
offering Clark a return deal 



CRICKET 


■ BY GLENN PEARSON 

TALKS are already underway with seam 
bowler Stuart Clark about coming back 
next year after the Australian signed as 
Kent’s overseas player for the first half of 
the summer. 

The county offered the 34-year-old a short-term contract 
before Christmas, which was exclusively revealed on our 
website, which he got around to signing last week after get¬ 
ting the go-ahead from Cricket Australia. 

The Australian right-arm seam bowler, who has 94 wick¬ 
ets from 24 Test matches for his country, has shrugged off 
a back injury that has kept him out of action for New South 
Wales of late and will be available to play for Kent as they 
prepare for a return to Division One of the County 
Championship. 

The club’s head coach, Paul Farbrace, also revealed to 
this newspaper that discussions have already begun with 
Clark about a return to St Lawrence, should he impress 
this summer. 


Quality 

“Stuart is hoping to play in the Indian Premier League in 
2011 and we have had preliminary talks with him, that if 
things go well this summer, then there maybe some possi¬ 
bility of him coming back at some stage next year,” he said. 
“He is a high quality player and a high quality bloke, and 
also the fact he is available from ball one of the summer 
because he is not playing in the IPL is a great thing for us.” 

While Clark, who was scheduled to join the county as 
their overseas player last summer before being called up to 
play for Australia, has put pen to paper on a deal, a spin¬ 
ner of international quality is the next player the club hope 
to tie down for the second half of the summer. 

While Farbrace wouldn’t be drawn on the identity of the 
club’s overseas target, he did say that he is “something dif¬ 
ferent to what we have got” and that the player is involved 
in a current international series. 

The club are also keen to bolster their bowling ranks with 
two domestic seamers on Kent’s radar, although Farbrace 
did say they would only sign one of them. 

“We have an overseas player in place for the second half, 
what we are still waiting on is a seamer option,” he said. 
‘We are still looking at bringing in one more seamer if we 
possibly can and we are still talking to the same two peo¬ 
ple we were before Christmas.” 

With regulations stating that counties can name two 
overseas players in this summer’s revamped Friends 
Provident Twenty20, Kent are contemplating the idea of 
extending Clark’s deal to include the competition. That 
would mean he teams up with the ‘mystery’ new spinner 
for the second half of the season, although that is still yet 
to be decided. 

• James Tredwell has been included in a strong 
England Lions squad for next month’s tour of the 
United Arab Emirates. The spinner, who is on duty 
with England in South Africa, will be involved in the 
first half of the trip. After four Twenty20 games against 
the UAE and Pakistan A, he will transfer to the 
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HOCKEY 



Snow wreaks havoc on town's sports fixtures 


THIS was the scene around the town over the weekend as heavy snowfall across Maidstone ensured all outdoor sport was 
cancelled. This picture shows The Mote, where Maidstone Rugby Club were due play a first-team fixture against Sidcup. 


Weather-hit FA Trophy tie 
could force Stones away 




■ BY TOM HOWARD 

MAIDSTONE United are consid¬ 
ering surrendering home advan¬ 
tage for their crucial FA Trophy 
game against Histon. 

The first-round tie, which was originally 
scheduled for December 12, was called off for 
the sixth time on Tuesday night due to snow 
and freezing temperatures making the 
Homelands pitch unplayable. 

Stones chairman Paul Bowden-Brown has 


FOOTBALL LEAGUE TABLES 


(Not including midweek games) 

RYMAN PREMIER DIVISION 



P 

W 

D 

L 

GD 

Pt 

1 Dartford 

20 

16 

3 

1 

+41 

51 

2 Hastings United 

24 

12 

4 

8 

+8 

40 

3 Kingstonian 

22 

11 

3 

8 

+2 

36 

4 Wealdstone 

17 

9 

6 

2 

+5 

33 

5 Tooting & Mitcham 

20 

9 

4 

7 

+4 

31 

6 Sutton United 

20 

9 

3 

8 

+11 

30 

7 Maidstone United 

21 

8 

5 

8 

-1 

29 

8 Horsham 

19 

8 

4 

7 

+6 

28 

9 Canvey Island 

20 

8 

4 

8 

-1 

28 

10 Ashford Town (Middx) 

21 

7 

7 

7 

-3 

28 

11 Boreham Wood 

19 

8 

3 

8 

+4 

27 

12 AFC Hornchurch 

20 

7 

6 

7 

-1 

27 

B Harrow Borough 

21 

7 

5 

9 

-3 

26 

14 Tonbridge Angels 

21 

7 

5 

9 

-5 

26 

15 Aveley 

19 

7 

4 

8 

+2 

25 

16 Hendon 

18 

7 

3 

8 

-1 

24 

17 Carshalton Athletic 

19 

6 

5 

8 

-7 

23 

18 Margate 

19 

6 

4 

9 

-11 

22 

19 Cray Wanderers 

23 

6 

4 

13 

-17 

22 

20 Bognor Regis Town 

21 

4 

7 

10 

-11 

19 

21 Billericay Town 

16 

4 

6 

6 

-5 

18 

22 Waltham Abbey 

20 

4 

5 

11 

-17 

17 


FIXTURES 

(Saturday): 

Ryman Premier Division: Tonbridge Angels v Maidstone United 


been considering changing the venue for the 
game, but said that would come at an extra 
cost to his club. 

He said: “We could play it at a neutral 
ground and another option is losing our home 
advantage and playing the game at Histon’s 
ground. These are all possible and would be 
considered if needed. 

“It is difficult at this moment in time, but we 
have got to stay positive. However, the longer 
this goes on, the more problems we will face as 
we are not receiving any money from gate 
receipts. By sharing with Ashford we could get 
to a point where both clubs need to play twice 
a week and the pitch would not be able to cope. 

“Obviously we want to get the tie played as 
soon as possible. We could find ourselves with 


ATHLETICS 


HEAVY snow showers and freezing 
weather conditions forced organisers to 
postpone last weekend’s Kent Cross Country 
Championships. 

Hundreds of cross-country runners from 
across Kent were due to head to Detling near 
Maidstone on Saturday to battle it out to 
become county champion. However, heavy 
snowfall prompted organisers to call off the 
event and reschedule the competition for 
February 13. 

Medway & Maidstone runners Mike 
Coleman and Natalie Gray were hoping to 
defend their titles, but they will have to wait 
until the rescheduled championships take 
place. Coleman was bidding for his seventh 
consecutive title at the Kent County 
Showground course, which would bring him 
within one of Barry Royden’s record of eight. 

Reigning men’s and women’s team champi¬ 
ons, Medway & Maidstone, believe the post¬ 
ponement could work in their favour, after a 
number of their team were doubts for the 
event due to injury. 

Men’s team manager Adrian Lowther said: 
“In a way the postponement has helped us, 
although we would have loved to race last 
weekend. We have a number of injuries to 
our team so we should be in better shape to 
defend our titles.” 

With the County Championships due to 
take place on February 13, the final Kent 


a lot of games to catch up on in the league. At 
the moment we are proving that ground shar¬ 
ing at this level with the weather we’ve had is 
not working.” 

One way of ensuring more games escape 
whatever the elements throw would be to use 
more 3G or artificial pitches. The Stones have 
planned to use one as part of their new stadi¬ 
um project at James Whatman Way and 
Bowden-Brown is adamant artificial pitches 
are the way forward. 

He said: “We plan to build one at our new 
ground as we think they could be beneficial in 
non-league football. When we experience bad 
weather, games could take place on that sur¬ 
face and we wouldn’t suffer from fixture pile 
ups.” 



BETTER SHAPE: Medway & Maidstone believe they 
will have a stronger squad for the rescheduled Kent 
Cross Country Championships 


Cross Country League meeting has been 
rearranged for February 20 at Parkwood 
School, near Swanley. 


Postponement may help give 
runners a better shot at title 



CONFIDENT: Maidstone's Kevin Johnson scored 
three goals on the way to last year's indoor title 

Men earn chance 
to mix it indoors 
against top teams 

CONSOLIDATION is the aim for Maidstone 
as they begin their English Hockey Indoor 
Division One campaign this Sunday. 

Maidstone men’s 1st XI provided one of 
the shocks of the season last year by claim¬ 
ing the Indoor Division Two title, after only 
qualifying for the tournament by winning 
the South Indoor championship. 

Their reward for promotion is a chance to 
mix it with some of the best teams in the 
country in Division One, including former 
Premier League champions and Kent rivals, 
Canterbury. 

After completing last year’s Indoor 
Championships unbeaten, Maidstone cap¬ 
tain Darren Marchant is expecting a much 
tougher battle on Sunday and is hoping his 
side can avoid relegation. 

He said: We’re looking forward to it and 
feel confident especially after our success 
last year. Staying in this division is our aim. 
Promotion would be nice, but it will be a tall 
order. We know it’s going to be tough as 
teams like Canterbury won the Premier 
League only two years ago. When you come 
up against players like Kwan Browne, who 
would be a massive player for any team, it 
just shows how difficult it will be.” 

With heavy snowfall forcing last week¬ 
end’s hockey programme to be cancelled, 
the indoor championships have been 
rearranged. The competition will be com¬ 
pleted over two weekends beginning with 
two matches this Sunday and the remain¬ 
ing six the weekend after. 

The revised schedule means the games will 
be significantly shorter, which Marchant 
believes plays into Maidstone’s hands. 

He said: “Indoor hockey is always a bit of a 
leveller and with the games being shorter it 
gives us more of a chance to compete in this 
league. The game is a lot quicker and 
although we have a lot of experience, it’s still 
going to be tough.” 
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